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Mamma Mia! 
 
Talent: Meryl Streep, Colin Firth, Pierce Brosnan, Stellan Skaarsgard, Amanda 
Seyfried, Christine Baranski, Julie Walters, Dominic Cooper. 
 
Date of review: Thursday 10th July, 2008 
 
Director: Phyllida lloyd 
Duration: 106 minutes 
Classification: PG 
We rate it: 3 and a half stars. 
 
To set things “straight” (if one can even use that word without one’s tongue in one’s 
cheek when reviewing a movie such as this…) I haven’t seen the stage show upon 
which this film is based, and I don’t count myself as a fan of Swedish mega-popgroup 
ABBA. Like everyone else on the planet, however (well, everyone who’s had access 
to a television or a radio sometime during the last thirty years) I’ve heard most of 
ABBA’s songs a million times, and while I don’t dance along to them, I can tolerate 
them as the well-crafted pop they are.  
 
Reviewing Mamma Mia! is thus an odd prospect for me, because I’m clearly not part 
of the target audience for this film. What is the target audience? Well, several 
generations of fans of the band, lovers of screen musicals, and people who enjoy the 
kind of interactive sing-along-and-go-nuts-in-the-cinema rituals that often accompany 
screenings of The Rocky Horror Picture Show or The Sound of Music. That was my 
position going in, anyway: this is the kind of film you’ll either love or hate. What I 
found, to my utter astonishment, is that despite the ultra-campy antics onscreen (and 
the terrible singing voices of one or two of the actors – more on that later) the sheer 
sense of fun and joy that came beaming out of the screen eventually swept me up (to 
some extent, at least) and I found myself having a pretty good time. 
 
The premise of the film (and, as I understand it, it pretty much mirrors that of the 
stage show) is that our early middle-aged protagonist, Donna (Streep) is an ex-hippie, 
filled with the love of life, who lives with her daughter on an idyllic Greek island and 
runs the hotel there. The daughter, (the pretty Amanda Seyfried) is about to be 
married, and wants to invite her father, a man she’s never met before, to her wedding. 
After rummaging through her mother’s diary from the year she was born, she narrows 
things down and identifies her three possible fathers, men with whom her mother had 
relationships in the hazy crazy days of her youth. All the men in question (played by 
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Firth, Brosnan and the unlikely Skaarsgard) are secretly invited to the island for the 
wedding, and inevitably things will go comically out-of-control once they arrive. 
 
This is of course all just an excuse for the staging of ABBA songs in gorgeous Greek 
locations, and like many people I have always found the idea of characters on screen 
spontaneously bursting out into song somewhat jarring and odd. With Mamma Mia! 
though, one knows this is what’s going to happen, and the filmmakers play around 
nicely with this expectation, camping-up the action by having scores of extras pop up 
from behind stone walls and sing choruses, line up on the jetty in speedos and jump 
into the water to punctuate lines of singing, etcetera. The fact that the film doesn’t 
really take itself seriously makes it a lot of fun. 
 
The performances are generally fine, and for the most part the singing (which is 
indeed done by the on-screen cast) is very impressive. Streep in particular (is there 
nothing she can’t do?) has a beautiful singing voice, and young Seyfried and Cooper 
do quite well, too. The moment Pierce Brosnan opens his mouth, however, he proves 
that he may have great looks and acting ability, but he can’t sing a note. When he 
bursts out into an embarrassing rendition of “S.O.S.”, the entire cinema I saw the film 
with burst out laughing.  
 
Mamma Mia! is over-the-top fun, and even for musical nay-sayers like me, there is a 
lot to enjoy about this film. An attractive cast, gorgeous locations, and a happy ending 
– for undemanding holiday audiences, it’s a winning combination. 
 
Nick Prescott 
 
 


