
Prescott, Nick 2008. Review of "Dark Knight” directed by Christoper Nolan. 891 ABC Adelaide website. 
Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Dark Knight  
 
Talent: Heath Ledger, Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Maggie Gyllenhaal, Aaron 
Eckhart, Gary Oldman, Morgan Freeman. 
 
Date of review: Thursday 4th December, 2008 
 
Director: Christopher Nolan 
Duration: 143 minutes 
Classification: M 
Genre: Action/superhero/adventure 
We rate it: 5 stars. 
 
It’s a testament to both the immense critical and commercial success of The Dark 
Knight and the extraordinary legacy of the late Heath Ledger that this DVD release 
will almost surely be the home video blockbuster of the year. You heard right, dear 
readers: the film that made roughly half a billion dollars at the worldwide box-office 
and trounced pretty much everything else at the cinema this year (including other 
terrific releases like Indiana Jones and The Kingdom of the Crystal Skull and Iron 
Man) will be sure to sell a zillion DVD copies, and there are more than a few different 
versions to choose from, too. 
 
The stunning 2-disc Special Edition of the film (which sadly doesn’t include a 
commentary from the brilliantly erudite and lucid director Christopher Nolan, but 
which does include pretty much everything else one could hope for) is itself available 
in both standard DVD and Blu-Ray, as well as in other editions with specialised 
packaging and gift-style variations. The magnificent film-to-DVD treatment DVD 
lovers are coming to expect is here in spades; the transfer is flawless, and the 5.1 
surround soundtrack is subwoofer-shreddingly crisp. This is high-tech filmmaking 
perfectly transferred to DVD. 
 
Most cinemagoers will have seen the film already, so I won’t go into too much plot 
detail here; what I will say is that it was only upon watching this long and complex 
film for a second time that I was able to fully grasp its majestic gothic sweep, the 
beauty and precision of its pacing, the brilliance of many of its performances, and its 
superb direction, cinematography and editing. These things were certainly in evidence 
in the cinema (as witness the wildly positive reviews we critics gave to the film on its 
release) but it is a film that responds especially well to a repeat viewing; one notices 
not just the technical expertise behind the entire enterprise, but the minute care with 
which Nolan has cast even the tiniest cameo roles: William Fichtner as the ferocious 
bank manager, Colin McFarlane as Commissioner Loeb, Eric Roberts as gangster 
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Moroni. Everyone seems to have been fine-tuned by their visionary director into 
giving their all to this dark, mesmerising piece of contemporary action-melodrama. 
 
The good-vs.-evil underpinnings of The Dark Knight’s plot are even more vivid the 
second time around, too, as is the series of moral conundrums faced by both Batman 
and Bruce Wayne himself. It must be said that Christian Bale gives a damn fine 
performance as the caped crusader, even though he’s resolutely blown off the screen 
by Ledger’s truly inspired Joker. This really is the performance for which dear Heath 
will be forever remembered. 
 
In short, The Dark Knight is just the smash it was in the cinema on this digital format. 
The Special Editions of the film are packed to the rooftops with documentaries, 
interviews with cast and crew, special effects de-mystifications, and all manner of 
history and trivia that will please both die-hard Batman freaks and plain cinephiles 
alike. This is a DVD that many people will be looking for in their Christmas 
stockings. 
 
Nick Prescott 

 


