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Halimah Mohamed Ali is a senior lecturer at Universiti Sains Malaysia. She teaches Cross 
Cultural South East Asian Literature, Publishing and the Popular Novel and American and 
European Literature. Her current publication is an edited collection of essays comprising her 
work and her colleagues’ titled Sastera Melalui Budaya dan Media (Literature Through Culture 
and Media) (2013), which is in the Malay language. She has also written on Indian-English 
literature and has published a book titled Orientalism from Within: Arundhati Roy and Her 
Contemporaries (2011). Currently she is spending her sabbatical and doing research in 
University of Wollongong, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. 

Ali Alizadeh’s latest book is Transactions (UQP, 2013; reviewed this issue). He is a lecturer in 
Creative Writing and Literary Studies at Monash University. 

Rosslyn Almond is currently undertaking a PhD in Literature at ACU in Melbourne, where she 
is also employed as a sessional tutor. Her research addresses constructions of gender and 
sexuality in contemporary Australian fiction.  

Shari Argent completed an Honours Degree in Arts (Creative Writing) at Flinders University in 
2013. Her thesis focused on Jules Verne and the possibilities of modern adaptations. 

Filipa Bellette lives in Tasmania and teaches online Creative Writing for Macquarie University. 
In 2012, she completed her Creative Writing PhD on the ethics of cross-cultural/racial writing. 
She has had a selection of poetry, short fiction and a scholarly article published in literary 
journals, including Blue Dog:Australian Poetry, The Quarry and TEXT. She won the 2014 Right 
Now Poetry and Fiction Competition for the fiction category.  

Ken Bolton is a poet and art critic who works in Adelaide at the Australian Experimental Art 
Foundation, runs the Lee Marvin Readings and sometimes publishes Little Esther books. 
Shearsman (UK) published his Selected Poems in 2012. 

Mary Byrne is an Irish writer of short fiction living in France. Her prizewinning chapbook A 
Parallel Life is forthcoming from Kore Press. She is currently working on several short fiction 
collections.  

Violet Cho is a Burmese Karen translator and writer living in exile. From the Karen ethnic 
minority, she grew up in refugee camps on the Thai-Myanmar border, where she began working 
in English, Karen and Burmese language radio, print and online media. Violet is currently a 
Visiting Fellow in the College of Asia and the Pacific, Australian National University. She is the 
co-editor and translator of a recent anthology of Burmese poetry in translation, Poems of Mya 
Kabyar, Tin Nwan Lwin & Khaing Mar Kyaw Zaw, published by Vagabond Press.  

Born in the rain-soaked Pacific Northwest, U.S.A., Alex Cothren is presently drying himself out 
in sunny Adelaide. He studies creative writing at Flinders University, and is the recent recipient 
of the Carmel Bird Short Fiction Award.  
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Joost Daalder is a Professor of English at Flinders University, and has extensively published 
within the area of English Renaissance Literature, not least on plays dealing with ‘abnormal 
psychology’, such as The Changeling. His voluminous edition of the two parts of The Honest 
Whore is in the process of being published in the Digital Renaissance Editions series. 

Dan Disney’s most recent collection of poems, Mannequin’s Guide to Utopias, is published 
with ASM (Macao), and he is editor of the forthcoming Exploring Second Language Creative 
Writing: Beyond Babel (John Benjamins). He currently teaches in the English Literature 
Program at Sogang University (Seoul). 

Gillian Dooley is general editor of Transnational Literature. 

Lauren Dougherty completed her Honours degree in English Literature in 2013, and is now 
working as an editor and writer for the Australia Times. 

Sarah Dowling is a PhD candidate (Literature) and sessional academic at Australian Catholic 
University, Melbourne. Her research interests include depictions of spirituality, ineffability, and 
challenges to expectations of narrativity, wholeness or ‘closure’ in poetry. Her soon-to-be-
completed thesis, ‘“The Imaging of the Invisible”: Narrative, Pilgrimage and the “Metaphysics 
of the Quotidian” in Charles Wright’s Poetry’, presents a comprehensive retrospective of 
contemporary US poet Charles Wright’s oeuvre, illuminating his ongoing engagement with the 
‘invisible’ ‘other’ that underlies and determines the visible world. 

Steve Evans teaches at Flinders University, South Australia, where he is Head of the 
Department of English, Creative Writing & Australian Studies. Steve has published 11 books, 
and has won various poetry prizes. He is a reviewer, literary editor for an international journal, 
and has been on the organising committee for six literary festivals.  

Alison Flett was born and bred in Edinburgh, Scotland but moved to Adelaide in 2010. Her 
poetry often explores connection to place and the effects of displacement on the human psyche. 

Robyn Greaves is a PhD candidate in English at the University of Tasmania. Her research 
interests are Australian fiction, representations of culture and identity; life writing; travel 
writing; narrative, memory and place.  

Kay Hart is a freelance writer based in Melbourne. She is currently working on a series of short 
stories as well as a chapter book for early readers. Kay was a member of the Short Fiction 
Viewing Panel of the Melbourne International Film Festival 2013. Her blog Talewags is a 
creative journal of jottings, thoughts and photography.  

Libby Hart is the author of Fresh News from the Arctic (Anne Elder Award) and This Floating 
World (shortlisted for the Victorian Premier’s Awards and the Age Book of the Year Awards). A 
new poetry collection, Wild, is forthcoming from Pitt Street Poetry in 2014. 

Kate Hayford is a freelance writer and editor, currently undertaking a PhD in Creative Writing 
at Flinders University, where she also teaches English part-time. Her fiction has been published 
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by Seaview Press and most recently in Transnational Literature. Her writing and research 
interests include historical fiction, Hebridean mythology, and the St Kilda Islands. 

Kathryn Hummel writes non-fiction, fiction and poetry, often combined with her photography 
in digital performance. Her diverse work has been published throughout Australia, New Zealand, 
the US, and Eastern, Western and Southern Asia. A collection of her poetry will be published by 
the Walleah Press in 2014.  

Wei H. Kao lectures at National Taiwan University. He is the author of The Formation of an 
Irish Literary Canon in the Mid-twentieth Century (2007). He is working on the representations 
of migration and globalization in contemporary Irish drama. 

Muneer Aram Kuzhiyan (A. K. Muneer Hudawi) is currently a 2013-14 Fulbright-Nehru 
Doctoral Research Fellow at the University of California at Berkeley. He is a PhD candidate in 
the Department of English Literature at the English and Foreign Languages University, 
Hyderabad, India. His research interests include devotion and narratives in South Indian Islam, 
embodiment and subject-formation, contemporary discourse on Islam, cultural theory, and 
minority discourse. 

Reshmi Lahiri-Roy holds a PhD in English and Cultural Studies and an MA in Gender Studies 
from University of Canterbury, New Zealand. Her research interests include Postcolonial 
Studies, Cultural Studies, Cross-cultural management, Bollywood and Diasporic Cinema, 
Migrant and Gender issues. She has designed and taught courses dealing with Postcolonial 
Studies, Socio-cultural issues in post-independence India, Ethnic minorities in India, Indian 
Travel Writing, Women’s issues in India, Questions of Identity amongst the Indian Diaspora as 
well as courses on Indian ‘Parallel’ cinema and is currently working as a research associate at 
Monash University and Deakin University. 

Gay Lynch teaches creative writing and English at Flinders University. She has published 
Apocryphal and Literary Influences on Galway Diasporic History (2010), Cleanskin (2006), an 
adult psycho-fem-thriller, short stories, educational children’s texts and academic papers, and is 
presently working on a resubmit of her historical novel to a publisher. Most recently, she 
published ‘Pumped’ in Sleepers Almanac: No 8 (2013). 

Keith Mac Nider hails from Hong Kong and has a PhD in History. He is currently working on a 
doctorate in creative writing at CQU. He lives with his wife at Victor Harbor and experiences 
writing as deeply healing. 

Kent MacCarter is a writer and editor in Castlemaine, with his wife and son. He’s the author of 
three poetry collections – In the Hungry Middle of Here (Transit Lounge, 2009), Ribosome 
Spreadsheet (Picaro, 2011) and Sputnik’s Cousin (Transit Lounge, 2014).  

Jennifer A. Marquardt received her PhD in English from the Center for Writers at The 
University of Southern Mississippi and lives in Wenzhou, China where she is Assistant 
Professor of English at Kean University – Wenzhou. She likes red shoes. 
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Russell McDougall is Professor of English at the University of New England, Armidale, 
Australia. He has published extensively on Australian, Caribbean and African literatures and is 
Executive Editor of Rodopi’s Postcolonial Lives series (commencing 2015). His most recent 
book publications are The Roth Family, Anthropology and Colonial Administration (ed. with 
Iain Davidson, 2009), and Writing, Travel, Empire. Colonial Narratives of Other Cultures (ed. 
with Peter Hulme, 2007). 

Maja Milatovic is a final year PhD candidate in English Literature at the University of 
Edinburgh, researching the ancestor figure in African American women writers’ neo-slave 
narratives. In addition to African American literature, Maja’s research interests include 
Indigenous studies, digital humanities and education and more broadly, critical race and 
whiteness studies, postcolonial, feminist and trauma theory. 

Nina Muždeka is an Assistant Professor at the English Department of the Faculty of 
Philosophy, University of Novi Sad, Serbia, where she teaches courses on Anglophone 
literatures and cultures. She has published the monograph on the issue of genre in the novels of 
Julian Barnes and is currently preparing a monograph on magical realism in the novels of 
Angela Carter. 

Satendra Nandan is a former MP and cabinet minister in the Bavadra Government in Fiji and a 
member of the Fiji Constitution Commission, 2012. An award-winning writer and academic, he 
is currently Emeritus Professor at the Donald Horne Institute of Creative and Cultural Research 
at the University of Canberra. 

Aloka Patel teaches in the Department of English, Sambalpur University, Odisha, India. She has 
worked on Jamaica Kincaid and is interested in women writers in a variety of contexts. At 
present she is working on representation of mythical women in Indian writings. 

Eleni Pavlides is a University Associate at the University of Tasmania. She is a playwright, 
performer and literary critic who studied with the Western Australian Academy of Performing 
Arts (WAAPA). Eleni was awarded her PhD from the University of Western Australia in 2011 
and her book Un-Australian Fictions: Nation, Multiculture(alism) and Globalisation 1988-2008 
was published in 2013.  

V. Prem Lata is Associate Professor at the Department of English Studies, Dayalbagh 
Educational Institute (Deemed University), Agra, India. Her research interests include literary 
theory, consciousness studies, Systems Science and humanities among others. She is currently 
working on synesthesia, literature and consciousness. 

Nishi Pulugurtha teaches in the English at Brahmananda Keshab Chandra College, Kolkata. 
Her areas of interest are British Romantic literature, Indian Writing in English, Postcolonial 
Literature, the Diaspora and film and lectured and published in these areas.  

Kevin Roberts was born and raised in Adelaide. He currently lives on Vancouver Island. He is a 
poet, playwright, and fiction writer. He has published work mainly in Canada and Australia His 
latest book of poetry is Writing the Tides. His novels include Tears in a Glass Eye, She’ll be 
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Right, Helsingor: The True Story of Hamlet and Horatio and, most recently, The Winnowing 
Circle. His new book, Lions, is set in WW 2 Adelaide and due out soon.  

Caitlin Roper is a recent admission into the Research Higher Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
and a graduate of Flinders University. In 2013 she completed her Honours thesis entitled ‘The 
Heart of the Mountain: The Use of Intertextuality as Exemplified by Diana Wynne Jones’. The 
current tentative title of her PhD thesis is ‘Preconceived Notions of Authorship’ and aims to 
study the critical reception of female authors in the fields of science fiction and dystopia. 

Anna Royal received her MA from McGill University, where she specialised in postcolonial 
and gender theory in nineteenth-century Victorian literature. Other recent publications include 
‘Wax Dolls: Shaping a New Identity in Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s Lady Audley’s 
Secret’ in Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies. 

Umme Salma is teaching English in Department of English Language and Literature (ELL), 
International Islamic University Chittagong, Bangladesh. Her research interest lies in lies in 
Postcolonial World Literature and postcolonial theory, Contemporary and Indian fictions in 
English, nationalism and transcultural identity. 

Michael X. Savvas is a lecturer in the Transition Office at Flinders University. As Co-ordinator 
of the Foundation Studies Program at Mobilong Prison, Michael has been in prison several times 
and no-one ever objects when he leaves … not a single person. 

Asma Sayed holds a PhD in Comparative Literature from the University of Alberta, Canada. 
Her interdisciplinary research focuses on Canadian literature (especially on South Asian 
diaspora literature in Canada) in the context of global multiculturalism. She is the editor of M.G. 
Vassanji: Essays on His Works (2014) and Writing Diaspora: Transnational Memories, 
Identities and Cultures (2014). 

Kay Schaffer is an Adjunct Professor in Gender Studies and Social Analysis, School of Social 
Studies at the University of Adelaide. She is the author of several books including: Decolonizing 
the Landscape: Australian Indigenous Knowledges (ed. with Beate Neumeier, Rodopi, 2014), 
Women Writers in Postsocialist China (with Xianlin Song, Routledge, 2013) and Human Rights 
and Narrated Lives: The Ethics of Recognition (with Sidonie Smith, Palgrave, 2004). 

Sunil Sharma, a Mumbai-based college principal, is also a widely-published bilingual Indian 
critic, poet, literary interviewer, editor, translator, essayist and fiction writer. His six short stories 
and the novel Minotaur were recently set for undergraduate classes in Post-colonial Studies, 
Clayton University, Georgia, USA. In 2012 he won the UK-based Destiny Poets’ inaugural poet 
of the year award.  

Dmitry Shlapentokh was born in the USSR and has been resident of the USA since 1979. He 
teaches history in Indiana University, South Bend. He is the author of several books and many 
articles.  
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Ian C. Smith is a past contributor to Transnational Literature. His seventh book, wonder 
sadness madness joy, will be published by Ginninderra in 2014. 

Ruth Starke is a reviewer and writer who holds Academic Status in the Department of a English 
and Creative Writing at Flinders University where she is researching a biography of the late Don 
Dunstan.  

Kathleen Steele, a Creative PhD candidate with a focus on Australian Literature at Macquarie 
University, has academic and creative work published in various journals and online, including 
Australian Book Review, Australian ejournal of Theology, Colloquy, Transnational Literature, 
and Antipodes. 

Emily Sutherland is deputy editor of Transnational Literature. She is the author of four novels 
and five plays, and is co-editor of Integrity and Historical Research. Since completing her PhD 
at Flinders University, South Australia, she has facilitated writing classes and is now presenter of 
Kaleidoscope, an arts magazine program broadcast weekly on Radio 5mbs. 

Reg Taylor is a PhD student at Adelaide University. As part of his thesis he is writing a novel 
featuring some of the survivors of the New Australia experiment in Paraguay in the 1890s. 

Kenneth Usongo holds a PhD in Comparative literature from the University of Denver, as well 
as a doctorate in English literary studies from the University of Yaoundé 1. He has published 
two dozen refereed essays in English, Postcolonial, and American literatures as book chapters 
and in journals such as Transnational Literature, Matatu, Alizés, Journal of African Literature 
and Culture. Dr Usongo is an Advisory Board member of Transnational Literature.  

Lynette Washington is a short story writer and PhD candidate in the English and Creative 
Writing program at the University of Adelaide, where she also teaches. Her stories have been 
published by SWAMP Writing, Tincture Journal and Spineless Wonders. In 2014 Lynette is 
editing an anthology of stories by University of Adelaide Creative Writing postgrads. You can 
follow her on Twitter (@LynneTashi), Facebook (Lynette Washington – Author) or on her blog 
http://lynettewashington.wordpress.com/ 

Christine Williams has published four biographical works, including a biography of novelist 
Christina Stead. She is now the director of Sydney School of Arts & Humanities, which 
publishes the work of new and developing writers and runs classes in memoir, poetry and 
creative writing: www.ssoa.com.au/ 

Heather H. Yeung works in poetry, poetics, and cultural theory. She is postdoctoral research 
assistant on the AHRC Memory Network (University of Roehampton, London) and has just 
completed a monograph on voice and space in contemporary poetry. 

 


