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'SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, DOW DUNSTAN, OPENING 1976 INTERDOHINION 
TROTTING CHAMPIONSHIPS, GLOBE DERBY PARK 7.2.76 

Mr. Rees, Mr. Phillips, Sir Frank Ledger, Mr. Cruickshank, 
Mr. Cochran, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Thanks very much for asking me to open this year's Interdominion 
series, because these annual Championships are firmly established 
as one of the most important sporting events in Australia and New 
Zealand. The racing calendar would not be as exciting or 
spectacular without this good natured but still very serious battle 
between our two countries. 

Firstly, I would like to welcome all our visitors to Adelaide, which 
is famous for many more interesting reasons other than part tune 
prophets of doom and tidal waves that never arrive. I am sure the 
people of Adelaide have already shown our visitors the hospitality 
and helpfulness which are part of the South Australian nature. 

Tonight's heat marks the start of the seventh Interdominion series 
to be held in Adelaide, but there are several important firsts for 
the sport tonight as well. 

Most importantly, this is the first Interdominion to use the South 
Australian Trotting Clubs new track at Globe Derby Park, and I 
think all of us must congratulate the Club on this excellent 
complex. 

When trotting first started in South Australia more than 50 years 
ago, it was intended to be purely a racing spectacle, with no 
betting allowed on the races. That was the official rule, of 
course, but Australians being the gamblers they are, a lot of money 
changed hands unofficially. 

Trotting is still exciting to watch, but betting is now an 
accepted part of the industry. 
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The obvious public demand for improved betting facilities 
prompted the Labor Government in 1967 to establish the T.A.B., to 
provide off-course betting and, from its revenue, to give 
assistance to the whole racing industry. 

Since then, the TAB's popularity has grown rapidly. In the first 
year, the turnover was $15 million. Last year, punters placed 
bets worth $78 million. In all, more than $320 million has been 
wagered since the Board started. 

The growth in trotting turnover has been equally rapid. In the 
first year, the punters spent $2 million, but last financial year, 
more than $17 million was invested. 

Most of that money i.s paid out to those of us who are lucky or 
skilful enough to back the right horse, but even after the payouts 
and administration expenses, the racing industry has received more 
than $10 million from TAB operations. 

Trotting has received more than $2 million, and as well, the Race 
Courses Development Board has been given a substantial amount. 
The Board has given $102,000 to help this complex here at Globe 
Derby. 

The Government has been anxious to help the trotting industry, but 
the marked progress which has bean made could not have happened 
without the dedication and enthusiasm of the officials and 
supporters of the Trotting Clubs. I think special mention should 
be made of the work of Rod Phillips, the President of the S.A. 
Trotting Club, who is also a member of the S.A. Trotting Control 
Board. The successful organisation of this Interdominion is 
largely the work of Rod Phillips. 

This morning's successful parade through Adelaide was a colourful 
start to the Interdominion Championships, and I am sure the races 
over the next two weeks will be equally spectacular, with this 
being the first time that the pacers compete over four separate 
distances, we can look forward to some very testing racing as 
well. 
But Interdominions are for racing, and not speechmaking, so it is 
with great pleasure that I declare open the 1976 Interdominion 
Championships. 
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