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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN, 
CENTRE. 

ZQOH 

OPENING WOMEN'S CCKMUNITY HEALTH 
24.2.76 

Ms. Welsh, Members of the Management Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Thanks very much for asking me to open this Centre, which is the first 
Women's Community Health facility in South Australia. 

This building is an important advance for women, and for the health care 
of the whole community. The Women's Community Health Centre is the first 
medical facility designed expressly for women, and will provide free 
health care for any woman who visits the Centre. 

h The significant point, of course, is that this Centre is staffed and run 
by women, and that women who come here for help will be able to talk 
freely to women doctors„ 

The need for this Centra has been apparent for some time, and this building 
in Mary Street is the culmination of a long campaign and a great deal of 
hard work on the part of the organising committee. The concept of a 
medical facility dealing specifically for women is not new, of course; 
The Rachel Forster Hospital for Women in Sydney was established in 1923. 

But the concept has broadened since then, and it has evolved into an 
attempt to provide health services for women at the community level, and 
to provide easily accessible advice on the whole range of physical, social 
and emotional aspects of women's health,, 

This Centre has several, inter-related functions, and the first of these 
is obviously to provide primary health care serviceis. But the Centre will 
also have the task of educating about their health and providing 
information and advice on preventive medicine, 

Additionally, the Centre hopes to carry out research into women's health 
care needs, and I am sure the experiences of this Centre will be of great 
assistance to the South Australian Government in providing further similar 
Centres. 

Apart from the practical medical aspects, this Centre will provide an 
impetus for women to become active in the community and to question the 
traditional roles and assumptions which make up a great deal of our 
social framework,, 

Health care is one part of our life, though of course it is an extremely 
important one. The consequences for both the individual and the community 
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of 'freely ..available- health-services-go-well-.beyond the., medical- aspects. 

One of my Government's strong commitments is to involving people more in 
the processes which affect their daily lives. The most controversial 
thrust of this policy is our commitment to industrial democracy, which we 
see as essential because the work environment is fundamental to the 
welfare of the community. 

But other areas of our administration are also, helping create greater 
participation by the community, and services such as the Women's 
Community Health Centre are an important method of ensuring greater 
awareness of particular groups. In this case, a very large and for too 
long neglected group in the community. 

To encourage that participation, the Organising Committee has set out to 
design this Centre to be freely available to all women in the community. 
The location here in Hindmarsh will ensure that it is convenient to a 
very large part of the community, especially migrant women and women who 
have to work. The whole approach has been to emphasise the community 
aspect, by providing child care facilities, a common room, a library, 
meeting rooms where womens' groups can have discussions. As well, 
interpreters will be available to assist and health care leaflets will 
be produced in several languages. 

I am glad that the South Australian Government, in cooperation with the 
former Federal Labor Government, was able to support this Centre. 

The State Government this financial year will provide $29,000 for capital 
costs and $56,000 for operation costs, bringing our total contribution to 
around $98,000, This Centre will be a significant improvement for women 
in Hindmarsh, and in the community generally. 

Community Services such as this complex here are the product of the two 
Labor Governments working together to improve the welfare of the community, 
and I only wish I could say that we will be assured of Federal Government 
support for any future developments of this nature. The unfortunate fact 
is that centres such as this will be among the first things to be 
sacrificed to Mr. Fraser's simplistic economic dogma and his refusal to 
admit the need of governments to provide services for the people. 

In South Australia, my Government will continue to provide the services we 
believe are necessary for the people of this State to enjoy a better 
standard of living. We do not accept the negative philosophy of this do 
nothing Government in Canberra, and I am sure the electorate in time 
will reject that philosophy as well. 
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Centres such as this one are possible only because of a positive approach 
by both Government and the local community, and I congratulate the members 
of the Management Committee of the Women's Community Health Group for their 
work to provide better services for women. 

I have great pleasure in opening this building. 
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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN, OPENING WOMEN'S C2KMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE. 24.2.76 

Ms. Welsh, Members of the Management Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Thanks very much for asking me to open this Centre, which is the first 
Women's Community Health facility in South Australia. 

This building is an important advance for women, and for the health care 
of the whole community. The Women's Community Health Centre is the first 
medical facility designed expressly for women, and will provide free 
health care for any women who visits the Centre,, 

The significant point, of course, is that this Centre is staffed and run 
by women, and that women who come here for help will be able to talk 
freely to women doctors. 

The need for this Centre has beer, apparent for some time, and this building 
in Mary Street is the culmination of a long campaign and a great deal of 
hard work on the part of the organising committee. The concept of a 
madical facility dealing specifically for women is not new, of course; 
The Rachel Forster Hospital for Women in Sydney was established in 1923. 

But the concept has broadened since then, and it has evolved into an 
attempt to provide health services for women at the community level, and 
to provide easily accessible advice on the whole range of physical, social 
and emotional aspects of women's health. 

This Centre has several, inter-related functions, and the first of these 
is obviously to provide primary health care services. But the Centre will 
also have the task of educating w.-'men about their health and providing 
information and advice on preventive medicine. 

Additionally, the Centre hopes to carry out research into women's health 
care needs, and I am sure the experiences of this Centre will be of great 
assistance to the South Australian Government in providing further similar 
Centres. 

Apart from the practical medical aspects, this Centre will provide an 
impetus for women to become active in the community and to question the 
traditional roles and assumptions which make up a great deal of our 
social framework. 

Health care is one part of our life, though of course it is an extremely 
important one.- The consequences for both the individual and the community 
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of 'freely available-health-services go well .beyond the. medical aspects. 

One of my Government's strong commitments is to involving people more in 
the processes which affect their daily lives. The most controversial 
thrust of this policy is our commitment to industrial democracy, which we 
see as essential because the work environment is fundamental to the 
welfare of the community. 

But other areas of our administration are also.helping create greater 
participation by the community, and services such as the Women's 
Community Health Centre are an important method of ensuring greater 
awareness of particular groups. In this case, a very large and for too 
long neglected group in the community. 

To encourage that participation, the Organising Committee has set out to 
design this Centre to be freely available to all women in the community. 
The location here in Hindmarsh will ensure that it is convenient to a 
very large part of the community, especially migrant women and women who 
have to work. The whole approach has been to emphasise the community 
aspect, by providing child care facilities, a common room, a library, 
meeting rooms where womens' groups can have discussions. As well, 
interpreters will be available to assist and health care leaflets will 
be produced in several languages. 

I am glad that the South Australian Government, in cooperation with the 
former Federal Labor Government, was able to support this Centre. 

The State Government this financial year will provide $29,000 for capital 
costs and $56,000 for operation costs, bringing our total contribution to 
around $98,000, This Centre will be a significant improvement for women 
in Hindmarsh, and in the community generally. 

Community Services such as this complex here are the product of the two 
Labor Governments working together to improve the welfare of the community, 
and I only wish I could say that we will be assured of Federal Government 
support for any future developments of this nature. The unfortunate fact 
is that centres such as this will be among the first things to be 
sacrificed to Mr. Fraser's simplistic economic dogma and his refusal to 
admit the need of governments to provide services for the people. 

In South Australia, my Government will continue to provide the services we 
believe are necessary for the people of this State to enjoy a better 
standard of living. We do not accept the negative philosophy of this do 
nothing Government in Canberra, and I am sure the electorate in time 
will reject that philosophy as well. 
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Ceritres such as this one are possible only because of a positive approach 
by both Government and the local community, and I congratulate the members 
of the Management Committee of the Women's Community Health Group for their 
work to provide better services for women. 

I have great pleasure in opening this building. 
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