
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/2905
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Annual export lecture of the year

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/2905

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



ANNUAL EXPORT LECTURE OF THE YEAR - 25th February 1976 
by the Hon. Don Dunstan 

Sir Robert Norman, Mr. Roberts, Members of the Australian 
Institute of Export, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 6 Gentlemen: 

Thanks very much for asking me to open the first Export Lecture 
of the Year, and may I immediately offer my congratulations 
to the South Australian Division of the Institute for 
initiating this opportunity for the community to hear and 
discuss the views of Australians who have made a significant 
contribution to the country's export capacity. 

This lecture will provide the opportunity for an exchange of 
ideas and an examination of the benefits of the exporting 
experiences of a wide range of Australian industries. The 
specialised knowledge of individuals and companies will be made 
available to government, industry and the academic community. 

Exporting is basic to the economic future of Australia, 
because we cannot afford economically or socially to allow our 
role as a trading nation to decline. Isolationism is 
impracticable politically and impossible economically, and the 
responsibility of the entire community must be to encourage 
trading and other interchange throughout the world. 

The South Australian Government has a particular interest in 
encouraging the manufacturers of this State to boost their 
export markets. This State suffers from many natural 
advantages, but we unfortunately suffer some severe economic 
disadvantages, which arise mainly from our reliance on motor 
vehicle manufacturing and our white-goods industry. 

The Government is seeking to lessen this economically 
unhealthy dependence by actively seeking new, viable industries 
forthe State to diversify our industrial base, and this often 
means finding new uses for our traditional resources in order 
to spread their 

use. In addition we are helping our industries 
increase their export markets, for if our manufacturing base 
can spread its markets, it will be less affected by market 
fluctuations in the Eastern States of Australia, which at the 
moment produce disproportionate downturns in our State. 
One of my first actions as Premier almost ten years ago, was 
to greatly expand the Industrial Development Division of my 
Department, and from that time the Division has played a 
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significant role in seeking new markets and assisting manu-
facturers with expertise. The South Australian Government 
now has trade officers covering Birtain and Europe, Japan, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. 

The main task which the Government has undertaken has been 
the diversification of markets, and South Australia now has 
very extensive export links with the Arab world (our exports 
to Iraq alone are worth more than $40 millions a year) and 
the South-East Asian region. 

South Australia's very close trade links with Malaysia are 
the most topical example of the Government's innovative 
approach to export development. 

The success of Adelaide Week in Penang last November and 
December surprised many of the manufacturers who took part. 
The industrial exhibition was incredibly popular, with 
industrialists coming from throughout S.E. Asia to look at 
the South Australian products on display. Tw&ve of the 
firms exhibiting made substantial immediate sales, with 
excellent prospects of many further follow-up orders, and 
three exhibitors are negotiating licencing arrangements for 
their products to be partly or wholly manufactured in 
Malaysia. Another eleven firms have either appointed agents 
or are involved in negotiations for trade deals. 

The staff on duty at the Exhibition received a large number 
of written enquiries about the products of 50 of the companies 
on display, and those enquiries have been passed on to the 
companies concerned for follow-up. 

Adelaide Week was an adventurous way of attracting export 
interest. More importantly, it was an extremely successful 
venture. By being prepared to innovate, we have achieved 
results. 

The South Australian Government is prepared to get out and 
help our exporters : we have given the lead, and we are 
encouraging manufacturers to follow it. At the moment, the 
Government is considering a submission from the Development 
Division for financial assistance by way of export 
incentives to help companies increase their overseas sales. 

But I'm not meant to be giving the Export Lecture - that is 
Sir Robert Norman's task. As Chief General Manager and 
Director of the Bank of New South Wales, Sir Robert's 
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knowledge of business and exporting is naturally extensive. 

Apart from his very heavy responsibilities as the chief 
executive of the Bank, Sir Robert also holds several other 
banking positions and directorships. He is an Executive 
Committee Member of the Australia-Japan Business Co-oper-
ation Committee and is also on the Committee of the Pacific 
Basin Economic Council. 

In the last ten years he has attended the annual Governor's 
meeting of the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank, and his experience has made him one of the leading 
figures in Australian banking. 

I have great pleasure in asking him to deliver the first 
Export Lecture of the Year. 
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