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OFFICIAL OPENING OF MOBIL OILS NEW LUBRICATING OIL REFINERY AT PORT 
STANVAC, BY THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN. 5.3.76 

Mr. Klaerner, Jim Leslie, Mr. Merritt, Mr. Alpin, Your Worship the Mayor 
of Noarlunga, My Ministerial and Parliamentary Colleagues, Ladies and 
Gentlemen : 

Thanks very much for asking me here today to open your new refinery. Less 
than two and a half years ago I stood here and watched the bulldozers turn 
over the first ground, and since then I hatfe followed its progress with 
great interest. 

From where those bulldozers worked, a $43 million refinery has grown, with 
an output of 3,000 barrels of lubricating oil a day. The product refined 
here is used for automotive, turbine and industrial lubricants needed 
throughout Australia, and will be transported by both road and sea to the 
other capitals for final blending, and for export. 

The plant is a considerable investment in the industrial future of 
Australia, and is a significant boost to the South Australian economy. 
The plant has a storage capacity of 642,000 barrels, and the five process 
sections incorporate many technical innovations. 

As well, environmental safeguards have been met to ensure that physical 
damage through gases or solvent drainage is prevented and that the refinery 
is sited in such a way that noise and visual environmental effects are 
minimised. 

This plant underlines the need for, and cost of, energy sources in modern 
society. In the 29 months it has taken to build the lubricating oil 
refinery, a great deal has happened in the petroleum industry other than 
the changing landscape here at Port Stanvac. 

The energy crisis has come, but not gone, even though the public may no 
longer be as concerned on a day to day basis with the politics of oil. 
The impact of rapidly rising crude oil prices and reduced supply from the 
OPEC countries showed us clearly how false and illusory was an economic 
outlook predicated on cheap energy sources. 

The sight of America - the home of rn-s'sc rr.otcr car ownership - literally 
slowing down to almost walking pace because of fuel shortages was 
perhaps the most graphic example of the energy crisis. But the economic 
effects of more expensive oil to the western economies, notably Japan 
and America, were the most serious reminders that western- industrialised 
life was not a natural, self-perpetuating social system. As the world 
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was abruptly shown, industrialised societies could not smugly assume their 
continued growth and prosperity, because the main ^tSHtdifi^^of that 
development was controlled by countries which had not equitably shared 
that growth. 

Never in our history has mankind been so dependent on one finite resource 
and now, with the benefit of hindsight, we can see that never has mankind 
so foolishly wasted that resource. 

But having admitted our foolishness, have we learnt anything from it? Are 
we, speaking globally, making serious attempts at developing acceptable 
alternatives to petroleum energy sources, or are we just mulling along 
hoping that someday, somewhere, something will turn up? 

As far as Australia is concerned, we are, as a nation, not doing enough 
to firstly conserve our fuel resources and secondly, encouraging realistic 
research into other energy sources. 

When we consider that known crude oil reserves are not limitless, the 
question leaves the realms of academic interest and makes energy policies 
an immediate concern for all levels of government and for the whole 
community„ 

In 5outh Australia, petroleum products provide about half our energy 
requirements, a proportion more favourable in terms of utilisation of 
alternative energy sources than most other states or countries. But all 
the petroleum requirements of the State either come from interstate or, 
in the case of this lubricating oil refinery, from overseas. That makes 
us more susceptible to delays or disruptions which are beyond our control, 
which id often an uncomfortable situation. 

While there is considerable oil exploration in South Australia, and off 
our coast as well, the indications are not greatly encouraging. 

South Australia is extsemely fortunate that its known reserves of other 
energy sources are considerable. The Government is looking to further 
discoveries of natural gas and greater use of this source as the future 
energy base for the State. The Cooper Basin field has altered the 
State's energy use pattern considerably, to the point where 30% of the 
State's total energy requirements are met by Cooper Basin natural gas. 
Our power stations at Torrens Island, Dry Creek and Peterborough use 
natural gas and the industrial demand has far exceeded the expectations 
of the gas industry. Commercial and household use have also been above 
predictions. 
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While the Cooper Basin reserves are large, there is still a need for further i 
exploration to increase our known reserves of natural gas and ensure that 
an accessible, economic long term energy source is available to South 
Australia. 

Our coal reserves are large and efficiently worked by the Electricity 
Trust of South Australia. The Leigh Creek mines are among the most 
productive in the world, and are a very useful lesson to people who equate 
automatically community ownership with inefficiency. 

More controversial and certainly more environmentally suspect is the future 
use of the State's uranium reserves. 

But our favourable supply of alternative energy sources does not alter the 
fact that petroleum based fuels are still the major source of energy 
requirements for Australia as a whole and for the world. Even if South 
Australia were able to smoothly change over to petroleum alternatives, 
the economic consequences of the other nation's inability to do so would 
still affect U3 greatly. 

Motorists buying new cars now ask about miles per gallon before they ask 
about miles per hour, and the trend to smaller, lighter more economical 
cars will continue, as will the trend towards bicycles and other forms of 
non-motorised transport. 

State and local governments must carefully consider the problems of energy 
when looking at public transport plans, while national governments must 
have energy priorities based on local control of domestic resources. 

The practical effect of the world's conservation attempts has been a 
small percentage reduction in the amount of fuel used. While any 
lessening of petroleum consumption is welcome, the industrialised nations 
have grown so accustomed to petrol driven economic systems that even 
after the lessons of the oil crisis we still have not really altered our 
habits greatly. 

Urbanised Australia, in particular, must change its ways if we are to use 
our petroleum resources most effectively. That means getting out of our 
cars and using public transport and, in many cases, learning how to walk 
again. 

Australia has become too blase about driving a mo 
shortest distance. Our fuel needs are too vital 
stability to let energy sources be wasted. 
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The State Government has greatly improved public transport in the State, 
especially in Adelaide. Our motives have been a desire to protect the 
city environment from pollution and congestion, and to make Adelaide a 
city-in which people can freely walk around without being affected by 
exhaust fumes or toomany cars. In the energy conscious world of today, 
especially the electrification of our rail system, has provided the added 
bonus of giving South Australia a viable alternative to the wasteful 
habits of relying exclusively on motor cars. 

Petroleum fuels will still be vital to our industrial future - this plant 
produces one of the most important products for industry - lubricating oils 

The lesson of the past two years is that the community must realise that 
fuel oils are not in never-ending supply, and that the responsibility for 
husbanding our reserves lies with each of us. No matter how easily we in 
South Australia can utilise alternative energy sources, the economic 
interdependence of the industrialised nations will not let us live in 
isolation. 

This new refinery is an important part of our industrialised economy, and 
I am glad that Mobil has expanded its operations here in South Australia. 
Mobil has a long association with the State, and today's ceremony shows 
the benefits to both Mobil and South Australia of the cooperation 
between industry and government. Without such cooperation, the task of 
developing the industrial base of SouthAustralia to provide new industries 
and secure employment would be very difficult. 

On behalf of the State Government, congratulations to Mobil for this new 
plant, and I have great pleasure in declaring it open. 
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