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PREMIER'S SPEECH NOTES IN RESPONSE TO THE OPENING OP FESTIVAL EXHIBITIONS 
BY THE AMBASSADOR OF THAILAND, AT THE ART GALLERY. 5/3/76 

Your Excellency, 
Dr. Hackett, 
My Lord Mayor, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Your Excellency, I am very pleased this afternoon to be able to 
—thank you for opening the Gallery's 1976 Festival Exhibitions. 
V 

The Gallery's Board and Staff have always managed to produce an 
impressive range of exhibitions for each successive Festival of Arts, 
and this year's is no exception. 

In fact I think it should be said that probably never before in 
Australia has there been collected for simultaneous shov/ing such a 
wide-ranging selection of major works. 

The extraordinarily beautiful sculptures of Thailand, that so elegantly 
express the delicacy and sensitivity of your country's culture, have 
been sent here through the generosity of your government and the 

j^jVisual Arts Board of the Australia Council. 

The Museum of Modern Art, again with the Australia Council, has made 
available the outstanding collection of works of the 20th Century 

J French artist Fernand Leger. 

The Australian National Gallery, Canberra, has sent its most valuable 
works, excluding "Blue Poles", to be seen together for the first time. 
This is the stunning "Genesis of a Gallery" exhibition. 

The South Australian Art Gallery has assembled a group of large outdoor 
sculptures from Australian artists, and I am confident that a selection 
of these will be placed in public places around the city as part of 
our "gallery without walls" programme. 

And finally, later in the Festival the New York avant gatfde artists 
Charlotte Moorman and Nam June Paik will hold performances in the 
Gallery. 
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But-all these attractions are surmounted and illuminated by the "beauty 
of the Thai sculpture. And of course, that has especial significance 
for us in Adelaide. The South Australian Gallery has collected Asian 
art for nearly seventy years "but since 1970 the Board has a declared 
policy to collect in depth the unique and beautiful ceramic art of 
14th century Thailand. It now owns approximately 300 pieces, and 
these comprise a collection of world significance*. The collection is 
a result of an on-going policy laid down by the Board for the establish-
ment of representative collections of high Asian art. As a result 
we already have a significant group of weaving and batik from the 
Indonesian archipelago. 

^^Further, it is with some satisfaction that one of the major pieces in 
the Thai sculpture exhibition is a large ceramic temple guardian 
lent for the Australian tour by The Art Gallery of South Australia. 
It is a further demonstration of the deep interest the Gallery has in 
Thailand and in the exhibition. 

Once again, your Excellency, may I thank you for opening these Festival 
Exhibitions and for your Government's assistance in mounting the 
Thai Collection. 

Thank You. 
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