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Speech by the Premier of South Australia, Don Dunstan, for the 
opening of an exhibition of works by Stan Ostoja-Kotkowski, at 
Lidums Art Gallery. 

8th March 1976 

Mr. Lidums, 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

Thank you for inviting me here today. 
I am very pleased to be able to open this exhibition by Stan 
Ostoja-Kotkowski. Stan is an artist who is well known to South 
Australians for his commitment to innovations in design and 
his explorations of electronic systems of image-making. 
Stan has made his creative imprint on South Australia in many 
penetrating ways over the years. 
As an interior designer in the 'fifties and early 'sixties he 
created some of the most aesthetically pleasing interiors of 
the day. Unfortunately restaurant and coffee-lounge interiors 
are transitory things and only a few traces of his work in that 
field remain. 
But in those years Stan was chiefly recognised as a painter and 
constructor of complex abstract images and designs, using a 
variety of new techniques and materials. From these he moved 
in to paintings and constructions that sought to create new and 
startling optical effects. And then, from there, into the area 
of electronic sound and image creation - the field that now takes 
up a considerable amount of his time. 
In a sense, these three basic areas of Stan's work are on display 
in this exhibition - in the Space'Scapes 75, the Optic Collages, 
the Theremins, and the Laser Chromason Mk II; the latter being 
the product of his Creative Arts Fellowship at the Australian 
National University in 1971. 
He is one of the few artists working in this field in Australia, 
and as such should be considered as an innovator of great 
originality, vision, and creative persistence. 
Such qualities are properly to be admired and applauded, and it 
is for that reason I have great pleasure in declaring this 
exhibition open. 
Thank you. 
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