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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN, OPENING PORT PIRIE NATURAL GAS 
PIPELINE. 29.6.76 

When Hugh Hudson went overseas, ,Cabinet allocated his portfolios around so 
that I became Acting Minister for Housing and Don Hopgood took over as 
Acting Minister of Mines and Energy. 

After my trip this weekend I think we made a mistake because I seem to 
have spent most of my time looking at mijes - opal mines, coal mines, 
at varying depths and with varying types of equipment, and today I am 
opening another of Hugh's mines ait^Wsnergy responsibilities, this 
tremendously important natural qss pipeline to Port Pirie;' 

J f\ 
It is important to Pirie not only because it provides an assured supply 
of natural gas feedstock for use by domestic consumers and because it will 

^^allow for the conversion of the city to straight natural gas use, but it's 
also important because it provides another service to industry here. 

By building a pipeline with the capacity for greater delivery volume in 
the future the Government has ensured a valuable incentive to any company 
which might be thinking of establishing in Pirie. 

A stable fuel supply is essential to any industry but even more important 
is the knowledge that future increases in fuel needs can be met easily and 
efficiently. 

This pipeline gives Port Pirie that assurance. But it does more than that. 

^This latest addition to our pipeline network emphasises how fortunate 
^Routh Australia is to have large known reserves of natural gas in the 

Cooper Basin and such large suspected fields in the Perdica and Cooper 
Basins . 

South Australia, has been even more fortunate that the development of those 
resources was greatly heGped some years ago by a deliberate policy of 
encouraging the substitution of natural gas energy sources for conventional 
fossil fuels. 

When we decided to use natural gas to generate electricity at the Torrens 
Island Power Station, it was a significant step because we ensured the 
economic viability of the Moomba Field and at the same time we were able 
to lessen the State's dependence on one particular fossil fuel. 

The events of the past two years have shown the wisdom of that decision. 
Australia has been very lucky that it has largely missed out on the social 
and economic dislocation of the major shifts in energy use patterns which 
many countries were forced to make as a result of the large oil price Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



rises and, to a lesser extent, the use of embargoes as political weapons 
v 

by oil producing countries. 

South Australia has been able to implement a significant change in. its energy 
use habits without any dislocation and, in fact, with very real financial 
and community benefits. 

•ur commitment to using natural gas for electricity generation means that 
in the future South Australia will be able to hold down power costs in 
relation to other States. This will be of great importance to our continued 
industrial development in coming years because we will be able to offer 
assured and competitive supplies of electricity and natural gas energy 
resources. 

To make sure we can keep that position, the Government last year negotiated 
a new arrangement with the companies operating in the Cooper Basin to 

^^rovide a viable operation for them and to provide fair returns to the 
companies while at the same time protecting a major 5tate resource. 

One of the most important, provisions of that agreement is that $15 million 
will be spent on further exploration for natural gas in South Australia 
over the next five years. 

So the continued growth of natural gas use is assured and the benefits 
which Port Pirie will enjoy from this new pipeline will be repeated 
throughout other parts of the State. One of the immediate gains for Port 
Pirie will be the elimination of the South Australian Gas Company's 
operating losses on the present gas supply system and this of course will 
hold gas prices steady. 

^^his pipeline is a result of the promise the Government made when the 
Moomba to Adelaide line was being planned. At that time there was consid-
erable pressure for the main pipeline to come through Port Pirie but the 
economics of the project dictated that the line had to pass to the East of 
the Flinders Ranges rather than coming this way. 

We said then that a spur pipeline to Port Pirie would be built when it was 
economically viable and now we have done that. 

The $2.5 million which the 5tate has spent bringing natural gas to Port 
Pirie will greatly assist the city immediately and in the future. 

My Government has always been very concerned at the needs and development 
of country centres, especially industrial cities such as Port Pirie which 
were neglected for so long prior to our coming to office. 

This pipeline is the latest in a large number of social improvements we 
have made. The schools have been greatly improved, your hospital upgraded, 
community welfare services provided and government offices such as the 
5tate Government Insurance Commission brought herec 
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As well, we have provided both by ourselves and in co-operation with the 
former Federal Labor Government, substantial funds to local government 
for industrial development through the provision of new industries and 
also significant money for unemployment relief. 

At the moment South Australia is the only State providing funds for 
unemployment relief projects. The Federal Government will not do so.. In 
fact, their attitude is that they are completely oblivious to the rising 
unemployment they are deliberately creating. But the South Australian 
Government is putting aside $10 million this financial year for 
unemployment schemes throughout the State and I am sure Port Pirie will 
benefit from those funds. 

^The services we have provided over the past six years have had a very 
^^arked impact on the lifestyle of Port Pirie and we will continue to 
bring facilities such as this new pipeline here as we are able to. 

This natural gas pipeline is an important step forward dor Port Pirie and 
a very significant advance for South Australia. 

I want to congratulate the South Australian Gas Company and the Pipeline 
Authority of South Australia for getting the job done so efficiently 
and well and I have very great pleasure in declaring this pipeline open. 
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