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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

D a t e -Ma*ch- "TH- , "T9 f 76 ' 
Embargo 

State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 

LAND TAX 
The great majority of rural land owners in South Australia no longer have 
to payland tax, the Premier, Mr, Dunstan, said today. 

"The State Government has greatly eased the incidence of land tax on the 
rural community", Mr. Dunstan said. 

"The land tax concessions granted by the Government last year mean that 
most South Australian farmers pay no land tax at all. 

"The concessions introduced a straightforward rural exemption of $40,000 
instead of the previous sliding scale and modified the tax scale. These 
charges provide very generous relief to rural landowners, and mean that of 
28,546 owners of primary producing land outside the Metropolitan Planning 
Area, 24,709 pay no land tax at all. 

"Of the 3,837 land owners who do payland tax, 3,294 whose properties are 
worth up to $100,000 pay less than $200 a year. 

"This means that 543 land owners whose properties are valued at more than 
$100,000 pay the bulk of rural land tax in 5outh Australia. 

"Any suggestion that a flat minimum land tax should be imposed on all 
farmers is obviously completely opposed to the interests of the rural 
community. If such a minimum rate was imposed, almost 25,000 farmers 
who own average to medium sized farms would face an added tax burden. 

"My Government was anxious to ensure that farmers weren't penalised by 
land tax and so we introduced amendments last year allowing the $40,000 
exemption. This affectively freed most farmers from any land tax 
commitments at all. 
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"Farmers' organisations who are agitating so loudly and constantly about 
land tax do not on that issue represent the interests of the majority of 
farmers. They are acting only in the interests of the few very wealthy 
farmers who are subject to land tax because of the high value of their 
properties. In fact, 45 land owners whose properties are the biggest and 
most valuable contribute more than one-third of total rural land tax. 

"Even people who own rural .land in conjunction with non-farm properties 
are better off because of the concessions. The $40,000 exemption gives 
the aggregate holdi ng a lower value than if the Government had not 
introdu ced the measures. 

"As it stands, a person who owns only rural land of any size outside the 
MPA is still paying at a significantly lower rate of tax than people 
owning commercial land of the same value. As an example, a person 
owning rural land worth $290,000 is required to pay land tax of $5,360, as 
compared with a commercial enterprise with property valued at $290,000 
which has to pay a tax of $6,880. 

"To assist the rural community further, I have instructed the Commissioner 
of Land Tax to deal sympathetically with cases of hardship caused by 
increased land tax obligations. A special officer has been appointed to 
deal with such cases. 

"This instruction is additional to the normal hardship provision of the 
Land Tax Act". 

Mr. Dunstan said the State Taxes Department had prepared a "very 
comprehensive, easy to follow booklet" outlining provision of land tax 
legislation. The booklet, "A Guide to Land Tax", is available from the 
Land Tax Division, State Taxation Office, Box 2250, G.P.O., Adelaide. 
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