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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

April 12, 1976. 
Date State Administration Centre, 

Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
Embargo South Australia 5001 

228 4811 

LEYLAND AUSTRALIA TO TAKE OVER FREIGHTER INDUSTRIES PLANT. 

The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, the Minister of Transport, Mr. Virgo, and the 
Jj^ieral Manager of Leyland Australia, Mr. Frank Andrew, today announced 
that the Leyland organisation would take over the Freighter Industries bus 
building complex at Royal Park. 

Leyland Australia will lease the Freighter Industries plant and buildings 
from the Housing Trust of South Australia with a long-term purchase agree-
ment. 

Leyland will take over approximately 70 existing orders held by Freighters, 
subject to the concurrence of Freighter's customers. Pressed Metal 
Corporation, a subsidiary of Leyland Australia has won the State Transport 
Authority tender to build 376 air-conditioned commuter buses to upgrade 
the Adelaide bus fleet. The work on this contract will be carried out at 
^jy Royal Park plant. The State Transport Authority contract involves 
body building work on 66 Leyland 5wift chassis and 310 Volvo chassis. 
This work was originally to be done in N.5.W., but the involvement of 
Leyland in South Australia will keep this work within the State. 

Mr. Dunstan said the State Government was very pleased that Leyland would 
be moving to South Australia because it would guarantee the jobs of people 
working at the Royal Park plant. 

"Additionally, Leyland intends to greatly expand production at Royal Park, 
which at the moment is working well under capacity. 

"The Government has assisted Leyland to take over the Freighter Industries 
activities by authorising the Housing Trust to purchase the plant and to 
then lease it back to Leyland on a lease-purchase arrangement. 

"My Government wants to ensure that employment opportunities 
Australia are increased and that the State's industrial base 
strengthened and diversified. 
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ment, 

Leyland will take over approximately 70 existing orders held by Freighters, 
subject to the concurrence of Freighter's customers. Pressed Metal 
Corporation, a subsidiary of Leyland Australia has won the State Transport 
Authority tender to build 376 air-conditioned commuter buses to upgrade 
the Adelaide bus fleet. The work on this contract will be carried out at 

Royal Park plant. The State Transport Authority contract involves 
b W y building work on 66 Leyland Swift chassis and 310 Volvo chassis. 
This work was originally to be done in N.5.W., but the involvement of 
Leyland in South Australia will keep this work within the State. 

Mr. Dunstan said the State Government was very pleased that Leyland would 
be moving to South Australia because it would guarantee the jobs of people 
working at the Royal Park plant. 

"Additionally, Leyland intends to greatly expand production at Royal Park, 
which at the moment is working well under capacity. 

"The Government has assisted Leyland to take over the Freighter Industries 
activities by authorising the Housing Trust to purchase the plant and to 
then lease it back to Leyland on a lease-purchase arrangement. 

"My Government wants to ensure that employment opportunities in South 
Australia are increased and that the State's industrial base is 
strengthened and diversified. 
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"With Leyland operating the Royal Park plant, it will become a very importan 
centre of bus building in Australia, as Leyland will now have a large share 
of national bus body production. 

"Mr. Andrew came to Adelaide last night and told the employees at the 
Freighter's plant this morning that their jobs are guaranteed with Leyland, 

"Leyland's expansion plans could increase direct employment at Royal Park 
to more than 200 people. 

"As well, Leyland will be working very closely with the State Government 
on an industrial democracy scheme for the Royal Park plant. Leyland's 
liferent company in Britain has accepted the Ryder Report, which proposed 
a worker participation programme for the company. Leyland has always 
been concerned with good industrial relations and they are very happy to 
work with the South Australian Government Unit for Industrial Democracy 
and our worker participation programme". 

Mr. Andrew said that Leyland's two bus plants, A.B. Denning in Brisbane, 
and Pressed Metal Corporation in Sydney, were significant forces in the 
Australian coach and bus body building market. The additional capacity 
now available to the Leyland group would reinforce the companY's overall 
prominence in the bus market. 

Mr. Andrew said this was the first time that Leyland Australia had expanded 
# operations here independent of any acquisition initiated by the U.K. 
parent company. 

Mr. Andrew said the Adelaide plant had a capacity for 6-7 bodies a week and 
he hoped that Leyland would obtain orders for chassis assembly. 

"We are taking over approximately 70 existing orders held by Freighters 
and the Transport Authority contract could be worth around $10 million. 

Mr. Andrew said that Leyland also hoped to carry out body constructions 
for Freighters, which would continue to assembly and distribute the Hino 
chassis in Australia., 
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