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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

June 26, 1976 
Date 

Embargo. 
p .m 

State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 

COOBER PEDY;; MAY FORM ITS OWN COUNCIL 

The Premier, Mr. Duristan, today formally started the procedures for 
Coober Pedy to get its own Council* 

^^During a visit to the town, Mr. Dunstan handed a letter to the Coober 
Pedy Progress Association advising the Associatioh that all landowners 
and iicence holders in the area would be asked Whether they wanted local 
government for the town. 

The letter, from the Minister of Local Government, Mr. Virgo, seeks the 
Progress Association's help in publicising the survey. 

Mr. Dunstan said there had been considerable discussion in the last 
few years about the feasibility of local government for Coober Pedy. 

"This survey will be an important event for the town because the people 
will be able to decide whether they want to take on themselves the 

^ ^ a s k of organising and supporting a council structure", Mr. Dunstan said. 

"The Government believes that if the people of Coober Pedy want control 
over local activities such as health, building, roads and libraries, 
they should have a local government organisation. 

"We want local communities throughout South Australia to run as much of 
the community life in the area as possible. 

"The people of Coober Pedy are already disadvantaged by the Federal 
Government's re.fusal to support South Australia's request for additional 
financial aid for areas not having local government bodies, just as South 
Australia is disadvantaged compared to the other States because of our 
large areas not incorporated into local government. 

"We will continue to press for extra assistance for unincorporated areas". 
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