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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

pate October 6, 1976 

Embargo 

GOVERNMENT TO A55I5T RIVERLAND FRUITGROWING INDUSTRY 

The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today announced substantial assistance to the 
Riverland fruitgrowing industry. . 

Payroll tax remissions will be available to all co-operative packing sheds 
^ k n the area, the,Riverland Fruit Juices Co-operative and Riverland Cannery 

Ltd. These concessions are expected to cost the Government half a million 
dollars a year. 

As well, the State Government is ^prepared to convert a $545,000 loan to 
the Riverland Cannery to a direct grant. The loan was made to the Cannery 
early this year by the State and Commonwealth Governments. The South 
Australian Government would urge the Federal Government to agree to this 
proposal, the Premier said. 

Mr. Dunstan said the Government had decided to make this assistance available 
in order to substantially assist the Cannery to make payments to growers. 

"We are very concerned that the fruitgrowers should be helped out and that the 
the Government's moves should go to the growers", Mr. Dunstan 
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GOVERNMENT TO ASSIST RIVERLAND FRUITGROWING INDUSTRY 

The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today announced substantial assistance to the 
Riverland fruitgrowing industry. , 

Payroll tax remissions will be available to all co-operative packing sheds 
|Ln the area, the Riverland Fruit Juices Co-operative and Riverland Cannery 
Ltd. These concessions are expected to cost the Government half a million 
dollars a year. 

As well, the State Government is prepared to convert a $545,000 loan to 
the Riverland Cannery to a direct grant. The loan was made to the Cannery 
early this year by the State and Commonwealth Governments. The South 
Australian Government would urge the Federal Government to agree to this 
proposal, the Premier said. 

Mr. Dunstan said the Government had decided to make this assistance available 
in order to substantially assist the Cannery to make payments to growers. 

"We are very concerned that the fruitgrowers should be helped out and that the 
benefits of the Government's moves should go to the growers", Mr. Dunstan 
said. 1 

"The Riverland areas are facing serious problems because of changed market 
conditions in the canning, dried:fruit and citrus industries, and industries 
in the Riverland must be prepared to work with the Government to come up with 
the necessary changes to ensure their economic viability. 

"We want the Riverland industries to achieve long term stability and viability 
but this will require changes in marketing and organisation"„ 

As a condition of the grant to the Riverland Cannery, the Cannery is being 
asked to accept supervision by the South Australian Industries Assistance 
Commission of its day to day management decisions. This will include a 
restriction on the Cannery intake to meet present market requirementso 
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"The restricted intake will be quotaed among growers with care being taken 
that , smaller growers and ethnic minorities have fair access to the quota.. 
In addition to this, the Riverland management will work with the 5.A.I.A.C. 
to establish the means by which they intend to cope with marketing and 
product development. 

"The payroll tax remissions will be subject to annual application. The 
conditions include the packing sheds satisfying the S.A.I.A.C. that the 
remissions will be used to achieve rationalisation within the industry and 
to strengthen marketing and management expertise. 

"These measures are designed to provide immediate and improved cash returns 
to growers and to aim for longer term improvements in the efficiency of 

^Jparketing and management,, 

"The Government is anxious to ensure that individual growers and their 
families can be confident that there will be stability in the industry of 
which they are a part and that there will be secure and viable employment 
available in the region". 

Mr. Dunstan said the administration of both the loan conversion and the 
payroll tax remissions would be handled by the S.A.I.A.C. As well, the 
S.A.I.A.C. will be requested to'conduct a full enquiry into the problems 
of the Riverland region as a whole. 
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