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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

Date Octab e r 7, 1 

Embargo 

State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
227 2688 

OPPOSITION DENIGRATING PARLIAMENT. 

The Liberal Party can only blame itself for the late sittings, the 
Premier, Mr. Dunstan, aaid today. 

"For the second night in a row, the Liberal Party has made Parliament sit 
until early in the morning - this morning Parliament did not rise until 
almost 5 a.m. The reason for these long sittings is that the Liberal 
Party is wasting time and is determined to make Parliament unworkable. 

"The Government has a legislative programme which must be debated. 
The legislative programme is known to the Opposition well in advance. They 
have known since this session started in July the workload which Parliament 
could expect. 

"But in the ten weeks since Parliament began, the Liberals have consistently 
wasted time. They have deliberately set about to filibuster and slow down 
the amount of work going through Parliament. The disgraceful irresponsibility 
reached new depths this week. Debating- the Budget, they continually asked 
myself and other ministers questions which had been answered many times 
before, often only minutes ago. 

"Like a group of petulant school children they decided to make 
Parliament sit simply so they could indulge in their childish antics. 

"The sittings hours and procedures of Parliament are worked out between 
the Government and the Opposition and the arrangements previously were 
that the House would rise on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at around 10 p.m. 
and on Thursday evenings around 5.30 p.m. This arrangement was made 
at the Opposition's request so that country members could get back to their 
electorates in time to work on Friday and over the weekend. 

"As well, the actual sitting weeks have been worked out after requests 
from the Opposition to allow a more even workload. The Government has 
gone out of its way to give Parliament the time and the resources to 
debate. Government measures fully and constructively. 
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Party is wasting time and is determined to make Parliament unworkable. 

"The Government has a legislative programme which must be debated,, 
The legislative programme is known to the Opposition well in advance. They 
have known since this session started in July, the workload which Parliament 
could expect. 

"But in the ten weeks since Parliament began., the Liberals have consistently 
wasted time. They have deliberately set about to filibuster and slow down 
the amount of work going through Parliament. The disgraceful irresponsibilit 
reached new depths this week. Debating the Budget, they continually asked 
myself and other ministers questions which had been answered many times 
before, often only minutes ago. 

"Like a group of petulant school children they decided to make 
Parliament sit simply so they could indulge in their childish antics. 

"The sitting hours and procedures of Parliament are worked out between 
the Government and the Opposition and the arrangements previously were 
that the House would rise on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at around 10 p.m. 
and on Thursday evenings around 5.30 p.m. This arrangement was made 
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"However, because of the Opposition's deliberate policy of denigrating 
Parliament and attempting to make it a circus,"the legislative programme 
is now running behind schedule and the Government is not going to be forced 
into abandoning or deferring its legislation simply because the Opposition 
is irresponsible. 

"The criticism of the way the Liberal Party has acted does not come only 
from the Government: on Tuesday the Liberal Movement Leader, Mr. Millhouse 
bitterly attacked Dr„ Tonkin and his followers for their time wasting 
stupidities and inanities. 

"Parliament has a job to do, and that is to examine and debate the 
legislation presented by the Government. The Liberal Party has 
already shown it is incapable of approaching that job responsibly 
but the Government is determined that the legislation will be debated 
and that Parliament will not be reduced to a shambles by the Liberal Party" 
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