
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/3102
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Statement: Federal Government refuses to aid Riverland

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/3102

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



Z/OJL 

STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

Date November 2 , 1976 . 
Embargo.... 

State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
227 2688 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO AID RIVERLAND 

The State Government will go ahead and convert to a direct grant its 
share of a $545,000 loan to the Riverland Cannery, despite the 
Federal Government's refusal to give similar assistance to the canning 
fruit industry. 

The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, announced the State Government's commitment 
to make the money available while in Berri at the weekend.for the 
inaugural dinner of the Greek Rural and Social Council of the Riverland. 

Mr. Dunstan said the Federal Government had refused to convert its 
half of the $545,000 to a loan, despite repeated requests for it to 
do so from the State Government and the canning fruit industry. 

"Last week the Minister for Primary Industry, Mr. Sinclair, told us 
that he would not support the conversion of the loan despite the fact 
that the State Government would be meeting half the cost. 

"The conversion of the loan to a grant was a major part of the State 
Government's assistance package which I announced last month and which 
has been enthusiastically received by the industry and the people of 
the Riverland. ° 

"We will go ahead and make our share - $272,500 - a direct grant 
regardless. 

"The Government not only offered to convert the loan, but gave very 
substantial payroll tax concessions to packing sheds, the Riverland 
Cannery and Berri Fruit Juices. 
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Mr. Duns tan repeated that the South Australian Industries Assistance 
Corporation had been asked to administer the payroll tax remissions 
scheme and also to enquire into the difficulties of the riverland 
region and the canning fruit industries and to recommend a plan for 
the reconstruction of those industries. 

Mr. Dunstan said on payroll tax applications for remission would be 
considered by the Corporation which will recommend to the Government 
the levels of remissions for each application. 

"The S.A.I.A.C. will need to be satisfied that the remissions will 
be used to achieve rationalisation within the industries and to 
strengthen marketing and management expertise. 

"The Government is particularly concerned to ensure that cash returns 
to growers are maximised, and this can only be achieved if attention 
is given to the underlying causes of the region's problems," 
Mr. Dunstan said. 

Mr. Dunstan also said the S.A.I.A.C. would work with the Riverland 
Cannery Ltd. to ensure that.: 

1. The cannery restricted its intake in line with realistic 
market requirements; 

2. That quotas caused by the restricted intake are distributed 
as equitably as possible among growers with special care 
being taken to ensure that smaller growers and ethnic groups 
have fair access to the quota system; 

3. That the cannery management develops an effective strategy 
in relation to marketing and product development. 
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"As well, the Government said it would provide technical and 
management help for the industry. 

"We gave this assistance because the South Australian Government was 
very concerned at the situation facing the canning fruit industry and 
the whole riverland community. 

"The riverland areas are facing serious problems through changed 
marked conditions and the Government wanted to make sure that its 
assistance would help the individual fruit growers. 

"We insisted that the financial benefits which the cannery and the 
packing sheds would receive from our actions would be passed on in ^ 
the form of payments to growers. 

"But as well as financial help we wanted the riverland industries to 
work towards long term stability and viability and an essential part 
of this objective was the conversion of the whole loan to the Riverland 
Cannery. 1 

"The Federal Government has again refused to help the people of the 
Riverland. Earlier this year the Minister for Primary Industry, 
Mr. Sinclair, was asked what his Government would do and he said he 
would wait for the State Government to provide assistance. 

"We have now given very generous help and Mr. Sinclair has no furthe^ 
excuses. He has deliberately ignored both the immediate and the long 
term needs of the canning fruit industry. 

"The people of the riverland must make Mr. Sinclair realise that the 
Federal Government cannot ignore its responsibilities. 

"I hope the member for Chaffey, Mr. Arnold, and the Liberal Senators 
for South Australia will join the State Government in making strong 
representations to Mr. Sinclair." 
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