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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 

STATE GOVERNMENT GRANT TO RIVERLAND FRUIT PRODUCTS CO-OPERATIVE 
The only obstacle to the immediate payment of $165,000 to growers in 
the Riverland area is the signing by the Riverland Fruit Products 

^o-operative of the conditions of the State Government's conversion of 
™ t s $272,500 loan to a direct grant. 

The Acting Premier, Mr. Corcoran, said this today following negotiations 
between the South Australian Industries Assistance Corporation and the 
Riverland Fruit Products Cannery. 

During the week officers of the S.A.I.A.C. went to Berri and discussed 
the details of the conversion offer and the cannery management accepted 
conditions which broadly require the cannery to work with the S.A.I.A.C. 
in future policy and operations. 

As well, Mr. Corcoran said, the S.A.I.A.C. will investigate existing 
management structure and operation of the cannery, specifically its 
^tirrent financial status and future cash flow over the next 12 months and 
its organisation structure and management decision-making processes. 

"An important area which will be studied by the S.A.I.A.C. in co-operation 
with the cannery will be the cannery's marketing requirements and 
marketing role including a feasibility study on future marketing development 
and potential", the Acting Premier said. 

"The cannery will also be required to accept up to three additional 
Board members nominated by the South Australian Government'.' 

Mr. Corcoran said the initial payment of $165,000 could still be made 
before the Christmas break if the cannery speedily signed the agreement. 
As well the cannery could pay out the full $272,500 when funds permit 
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"The State Government has converted this loan to a grant because we 
want the growers of the Riverland to get help quickly. But that help 
must be meaningful and the best way of doing this is to ensure that the 
cannery's operations are improved and made more flexible. 

"In particular, the Government has been concerned that all growers in the 
area have access to any quota system which may be necessary and that all 
growers are informed of the cannery's management policies and future 
marketing operations." 

Mr. Corcoran said he deplored attempts by some figures in the Riverland 
^rea to make political capital out of the present troubled situation of the 
canning fruit industry. 

"The State Government has decided to convert this $272,500 loan so that 
the whole industry will benefit but it has been attacked in a purely 
political exercise by people who seem to be putting the interests of the 
growers and the interests of the Riverland well behind their own personal 
image. 

"I am very sorry to hear that attacks have been made on a respected 
public servant, Mr. Tom Economou, who of course is not in a position to 
reply to those attacks. The Government appointed Mr. Economou to the 
Riverland following representations from both the industry and the Greek 

fmmunity because the Government was very concerned at the situation of 
eek growers and their families. 

"Since his appointment, Mr. Economou has worked hard to help the Greek 
people and to inform them of what is going on in both their industry and 
the cannery." 

Mr. Corcoran also said recent statements by the Federal Minister for 
Primary Industry, Mr. Sinclair, that the Federal Government would consider 
deferring repayments of its share of a loan showed that the Federal 
Government was not concerned with the problems of the canning fruit industry. 

Mr. Sinclair says he will defer these payments, but this will do little 
to help the cash flow problem of the cannery. 

Mr. Sinclair's offer .is only an attempt to hicb the fact that the Federal 
Government is doing nothing to help the fruit industry. 
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"The State Government has converted this loan to a grant because we 
want the growers of the Riverland to get help quickly. But that help 
must be meaningful and the best way of doing this is to ensure that the 
cannery's operations are improved and made more flexible. 

"In particular, the Government has been concerned that all growers in the 
area have access to any quota system which may be necessary and that all 
growers are informed of the cannery's management policies and future 
marketing operations." 

Mr. Corcoran said he deplored attempts by some figures in the Riverland 
area to make political capital out of the present troubled situation of the 

fanning fruit industry. 

"The State Government has decided to convert this $272,500 loan so that 
the whole industry will benefit but it has been attacked in a purely 
political exercise by people who seem to be putting the interests of the 
growers and the interests of the Riverland well behind their own personal 
image. 

"I am very sorry to hear that attacks have been made on a respected 
public servant, Mr. Tom Economou, who of course is not in a position to 
reply to those attacks. The Government appointed Mr. Economou to the 
Riverland following representations from both the industry and the Greek 
community because the Government was very concerned at the situation of 
^^-eek growers and their families. 

"Since his appointment, Mr. Economou has worked hard to help the Greek 
people and to inform them of what is going on in both their industry and 
the cannery." 

Mr. Corcoran also said recent statements by the Federal Minister for 
Primary Industry, Mr. Sinclair, that the Federal Government would consider 
deferring repayments of its share of a loan showed that the Federal 
Government was not concerned with the problems of the canning fruit industry. 

Mr. Sinclair says he will defer these payments, but this will do little 
to help the cash flow problem of the cannery. 

Mr. Sinclair's offer is only an attempt to hicfe the fact that the Federal 
Government is doing nothing to help the fruit industry. 
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