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ADDRESS BY THE PREMIER. HON. DON DUNSTAN. Q.C.. M.P.. AT 
MAUGHAN CHURCH. SUNDAY. 12TH NOVEMBER. 1967. 

MR. VOGT, MR. SEAMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

Thank you for asking me to come this afternoon to 
talk on this subject, and thank you for doing me the honor of 
asking me to talk on this important anniversary of Maughan 
Church which has played a great part in missionary activity 
for the welfare of under-privileged people in our community in 
South Australia. 

In talking of a welfare society, it is pleasing no 
doubt these days to realise how much acceptance there is of the 
existence of a welfare society. For a very long time in our 
community, there were those who took the attitude that the 
proper thing to do was to promote a sort of social Darwinianism, 
that the best that was to be got in the common weal was by allow-
ing those who were weakest in society to go to the wall and that 
Society, economically and socially, should be organised on the 
basis of survival of the fittest. While it is true that in 
some areas of our polity today, some of the echoes of that 
particular philosophy as expressed by Herbert Spencer are often 
trundled out, we hear what are economic anachronisms from time 
to time preached today upon the basis of a philosophy which bears 
no sort of sensible analysis. Nevertheless, right throughout 
politics in the community today, it is accepted that it is the 
duty of the State to undertake the succour of the poor and of the 
needy, that we ought to have a society in which those who are 
under-privileged., those who fall into misfortune, should be 
assisted by the community, and that this is basically a community 
responsibility. And how right this is that we should think 
this for I always like to remember this particular admonishment:-

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, 
and everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God 
is love. In this was manifested the love of God 
towards us because God sent His only begotten Son 
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into the world that we might live through Him. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to "be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another. No man has seen God at any time. If we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us and His love is perfected 
in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Him and He in us 
because He has given us of his spirit and we have seen and 
do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the saviour 
of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in Him and He in God and we have 
known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 
love and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God 
in him. Herein is our love made perfect that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgement because as He is so are 
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casteth out fear because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love. We love Him because 
He first loved us. If a man say "I love God" and he 
hateth his brother, he is a liar. For he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen. And this commandment have we from Him 

that he who loveth God loveshis brother also." 
t 

We as christians have the job of being concerned with 
one another and a welfare State is essential to the existence of 
a christian community, and I like also to remember this because 
we are so much involved with one another, and this is what the 
most eloquent, I think, of the English divines had to say of it:-

"No man is an island entire of itself. Every 
man is a piece of a continent, a part of the main. 
If a cloud be washed away by the sea, Europe is the 
less as well as if a promontory were, as well as if 
a manor of thy friends or of thine own were. Any 
man's death diminishes me because I am involved in 
mankind and therefore never seel;: f o r whom the 
bell tolls. It tolls for thee." Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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As a community, we have a constant job of seeing to it 
that those who are under-privileged are looked after and in this 
there is an essential partnership between the Church and the State. 
It is not a matter of the State providing assistance in competition 
with the Churches. There are areas in which the State is able to 
assist and assist in the most effective way because its assistance 
is subject to general provisions. But, at the same time, the 
provision of State institutions for the assistance of the poor, the 
under-privileged, the sick, the needy, can rarely have the same 
sort of influence which the provision of Church institutions in 
these areas can, simply because in Church institutions there are 
inevitably those involved who come to the task not because of payment, 
not because of a career, but because they feel a sense of Christian 
mission and being involved with those whom they are serving. 
Therefore, the development of our social services necessarily 
involves Church participation. We have to see that our social 
service system generally works effectively to provide a basis of 
security for people in our community. There is a danger, and a 
very real danger, that at times we reach the position where there 
are quite serious gaps in our social service provisions, but because 
these gaps only affect small sections of the community comparatively 
speaking with the whole size of the community, the existence of 
poverty, of misery, of need^ of degradation amongst those people 
does not impinge upon the consciences of the general community, and, 
in consequence, the gaps continue to exist because people's can-
sciences are not sufficiently jogged to see that the gaps are filled 
in. 

The misfortune of small sections of our community tends 
at times to be swept tinder the corner of the carpet while the rest 
of the community proceeds in a certain sense of affluent comfort. 
I have known in my own district the existence of some of the worst 
slums I have ever had the misfortune to see, and the existence in 
them of people who were living in dire circumstances. They were 
about a stone's throw from people who were living with every 
conceivable comfort and who knew nothing of the existence of the 
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people I have been talking about, and when told of their 
existence could not be brought to believe it. They tend to 
say "Oh, surely this is exaggeration. People aren't that poor 
or unemployed or in difficulty these days, or, if they are, no 
doubt it is their own fault." Ladies and Gentlemen, there are 
still, as people in this Mission know full well, many people in 
our community who are suffering from deprivation which they should 
not suffer from. And so we need to do everything that we can 
to fill in the gaps in our services. The Church has done a 
magnificent job in trying to help to fill in the gaps on many 
occasions, but it is not surely a question of the charity or 
individual work of Church missions to provide a general system of 
benefits and assistance to the community. It is really the 
community's job as a whole, and I believe in consequence that we 
have to take a careful survey of the gaps in our social services 
and endeavour to fill them in where we can. When I became 
Minister for Social Welfare in South Australia, the Public Relief 
system of this State had been set up on a basis which seemed 
completely illogical. I have been unable in the past two years 
to discover the basis upon which relief payments were originally 
fixed and no officer of the Department has ever been able to 
explain how they came to be fixed in the way that they were. 
It is perhaps not surprising that in consequence the relief scale 
was never published, because if it had been, the utter illogicality 
of it would have been evident to all. We have spent the last 
two years endeavouring to work towards filling in the gape and 
getting a more logical system, basis, for the allotting of public 
relief in South Australia and we have at last arrived at it. It 
was long overdue and a new system of public relief in South 
Australia has now been determined upon by Cabinet and will be 
published in the course of the next few days. It will mean 
that numbers of people who previously were getting inadequate 
assistance will, while not assisted as fully as we should like, 
at any rate be given better help and sustenance from the community. 

In addition, special grants will be available from the State in 
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emergency circumstances so that where there is something that 
needs to be done immediately, we are not tied down by red tape, 
but the Minister has in his hands funds to assist those people 
who need immediate help in unusual circumstances. In this way 
we will be able, I believe, in some measure to relieve some of the 
burdens which have recently fallen upon Church Mission bodies and 
allow them to turn their assistance to those special cases of 
relief which, I think, are more properly their area of work. 

In addition, we have to move into the area of geriatric 
care in South Australia. This has lagged for a very long time. 
The Government has had a report from the officers of the Dept. Public 
Health on the basis of our getting ahead with proper geriatric 
services here. We have already called applications for the 
appointment of a geriatric physician to the Government whose 
special job will be the ordering of geriatric services throughout 
the State and their development in conjunction with the Church 
institutions already engaged in this sphere. 

In the whole of this business then of community assist-
ance, we have a moral duty and a duty to work the State and the 
churches in harmony, in partnership, and in consequence the State 
constantly gives subsidies to Church institutions who are helping 
the poorer people in the community, the aged - those unable to 
help themselves. But here in order to do this adequately in 
the community, we need to have the money with which to do it. 
It is easy enough in politics to say we need to spend more in 
this, that, or the other sphere. When our Party was in Opposi-
tion, we had a long list of things that we felt that more money 
should be spent on. Oh well, in Government, we have spent money 
on numbers of those things, but, naturally enough, the present 
Opposition also feels that we ought to spend money in certain more 
areas and there is quite a long list that they have produced in 
this way too. But you know, Government is not a matter of 
sleight of hand: or of magicianship. In order to pay for the 
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services which the community ov/es to its citizens, the community 
must raise the money to pay. There is no way of just waiving 
a hand or a wand and producing it. There is a moral obligation 
on those in the community with the ability to pay to make their 
contribution to the community for this purpose. I believe that 
it is the duty of the Church in the area of social welfare, not 
only to point to the necessity of greater assistance from the 
community in the area of social welfare, but also to point to the 
moral obligation of citizens to pay on a progressive basis for 
the services which we all think are necessary. I believe that 
in order to pay for an improved system of social service payments, 
the community needs to raise more in taxes, both at the State and 
at the Federal level,and I believe that it should be raised on a 
progressive basis. For community assistance to the poor should 
not be left to depend upon the voluntary charity alone of people 
in this community with the ability to offer that charity. We all 
have a duty in this sphere and there are those in some of the 
churches who bitterly at times - I am not talking of the 
ministers but in some of the congregations - who bitterly oppose 
the raising of the necessary monies while demanding that additional 
monies be paid. This is something about which John Wesley 

spoke, and I believe that this is something that everybody in the 
Church has to remember, and he said this :-

"I fear wherever riches have increased, the 
essence of religion has decreased in the same proportion. 
Therefore I do not see how it is possible in the nature 
of things for any revival of true religion to continue 
long .for religion must necessarily produce both industry 
and frugality, and these cannot but produce riches, but 
as riches increase so will pride, anger, love of the world 
in all its branches. How then is it possible that 
Methodism that is a religion of the heart 'though it 
flourishes now as a green bay tree, should continue in 
this state, for the Methodists in every place grow diligent 
and frugal, consequently they increase in goods. Hence 
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they proportionately increase in pride and anger, 
in the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes 
and the pride of life. So although the form of 
religion remains, the spirit is swiftly vanishing 
away. Is there no way to prevent this - this 
continual decay of pure religion? We ought not 
to prevent people from "being diligent and frugal. 
We must exhort all christians to gain all they can 
and to save all they can, and that is in effect to 
grow rich. What then should we do?" 

There follows the advice that those who gain all they 
can and save all they can, should also give all they can, so that 
they will grow in grace and lay up treasure in Heaven. But 
that obligation of giving is not, it seems to me, a matter merely 
of occasional charity or of regular giving of tithes. It is a 
matter of seeing to it that one's duty to the community's raising 
of money for social welfare is duly met and that means in many 
cases some sacrifice, but it is something which is bound on all 
of us. 

Now, talking of the Church and of the Welfare State, I 
have so far been talking about the basis of security which it is 
necessary that any christian community provide for its citizens, 
for that economic security, a man's life is so much the more 
limited, it is so much more likely that the average citizen in a 
desperate struggle for existence will be reduced to a level of a 
vegetable. The free flights of the human spirit may be avail-
able to the occasional ascetic, but they are the exceptions to the 
rule. For human spirit to realize its full potentiality, there 
must, for those of us who are average human beings, be a basis of 
economic security, but beyond that there is a relationship between 
the Church and the State which is quite different from the one 
which I have been outlining. 

In a welfare society, where we aim at providing basic 
economic security, there is the necessity for the State to 
endeavour to provide for its citizens the utmost facility for them 
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to develop in the way that you wish and that does not mean 
circumscribing the way in which they act. It is necessary for 
us to realize that the State is a plurality and that the strength 
of a democratic community in a welfare society lies not in the 
uniformity, "but in the diversity of its citizens. Citizens, 
men and women, are diverse. They have different outlooks, 
different attitudes, different wants, different means of gaining 
satisfaction, different ways of worship, different ways of 
approaching one another and of God. It is for the State merely 
to see that there is a basis of security and then the utmost area 
in which citizens can develop, as they would wish. In conse-
quence it is not for the State, in my view, to concern itself in 
the law with the private morality of citizens. That is their 
"business. It is also the Church's business. It is not the 
State's business. The State is there to see in the criminal law 
that people do not hurt one another in the community; that each 
citizen is preserved in the integrity of his person and of his 
property and of his right to go on living his life as he would 
wish without interfering with the lives of others. Beyond this, 
the State has no place. The Church has a place, for it is in 
this area of the personal attitude of citizens to one another, in 
the exercise of the love of one another of men and women in the 
community, that the Church's moral duty and message lies. I 
believe that in many things, the Church will have much to say about 
the morality of its citizens where the State must remain silent. 
I believe in this sphere, the Church's duty and responsibility is 
quite different from that of the State. There is a tendency -
there always has been a tendency through the history of the 
Church for people in churches at times to rely upon rigid formulae 
for the prescription of their own and other people's behaviour. 
I find this sort of thing coming out these days from people who 
approach me about one of the things on which I hold very strong 
views indeed, and that is on capital punishment. I believe that 
there is no case whatever for the retention of capital punishment 
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in a modern community and that any christian properly examining 
the cases which have been made by the various Commissions 
investigating it could come to no other conclusion. And this 
I believe very strongly indeed. But I get from time to time 
some letters from people who inform me that I am completely wrong 
in this and they advise me kindly that thqy are praying for my 
immortal soul since it is in dire danger in flying in the face of 
the Lord, and on this they see fit to quote this passage from 
Leviticus :-

"And he that killeth any man shall surely be 
put to death and he that killeth a beast shall make it 
good beast for beast, and if a man cause a blemish in 
his neighbour, so he has done, so shall it be done to 
him, breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. 
As he has caused a blemish in a man so shall it be 
done to him again and he that killeth a beast he shall 
restore it and he that killeth a man he shall be put 
to death." 

I must say that in these circumstances, I tend to 
reply with thanks for their kind wishes and go on to say I assume 
since you have quoted to me this passage from Leviticus that you 
view Leviticus as a book which lays down for the present day a 
complete code of particular behaviour, and in these circumstances 
I assume that you are bearded, circumcised, subject to continual 
ritual purification, that you never eat crayfish, you have never 
touched bacon and you abhor hare and rabbit. Because you see, 
Leviticus, in this passage, as has been pointed out by so many 
theologians, was not laying down forever this as a standard but 
as a maximum. It was a reduction in what had been previously 
the course of tribal behaviour. It was one of. the great moral 
advances in the development of mankind, replacing as it did a 
code which allowed a greater injury to be inflicted on the wrong-
doer than that which he had himself inflicted on his victim. 
As the Archbishop of Canterbury said : "It is well to remember 
that in its origin it was a restraint upon vengeance. It does Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



Page 11*. 
not require equivalent punishment but it says that no punishment 
should go beyond that limit," and, indeed if my correspondents 
were to study the history of the Sanhedrin, they would have known 
that long before Christ, the Rabbis had come to deprecate the 
infliction of capital punishment. Now, in these days, we have 
a constant tendency once more to the very sort of attack upon the 
Talmudic attitude to codes of moral behaviour for which Christ 
himself and St. Paul were responsible. I always remember the 
passage from St. Matthew:- "Have you not read what David did 
when he was hungry and those who were with him - how he entered 
the House of God and ate of bread of the presence which it was 
not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but 
only for the priests." It is a dangerous ethic no doubt, but 
I believe it is the only ethic for men come of age to allow to 
people the right to judge of a moral code on the basis of their 
relationship with other people. In this, inevitably a moral 
code is likely to be dynamic. It will change in its particulars 
according to the change in the climate anl attitudes of the 
community. Tora law (and I am quoting from Fletcher here) 

is suffering a second eclipse even more radical than when Jesus 
and St. Paul first attacked it because the cultural context -
the media controls - are more appropriate today to such an eclipse 
than in apostolic and Patristic periods. But the fact that old 
landmarks are disappearing is not something simply to be deplored. 
If we have the courage, it is something to be welcomed as a 
challenge to christian ethics to shake itself loose from the 
supports of supernaturalistic legalism on which it has been content 
to rest too much, and here I am quoting from the Bishop of 
Woolwich :- "I believe that in its approach to the moral 
relationships between man and woman, between people in our com-
munity, the Church has a duty here. If it fails to recognize 
the dynamics of the situation, then the community will be that 
much the poorer, but if it does, then within our community, under 
the church's leadership and guidance, we will have on the basis of 
our welfare society with the assistance of the Church, something 
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about which the philosophers in the last century were fond of 

writing', and it is strange that I should quote these words in 

this context, but they are quite real and effective; they are 

quite apposite, I believe, to this situation, and their writer 

who was Priedrich Engels would have found them so :-

"In these circumstances, giving people the 

right to adulthood, the right to make up their minds 

for themselves, to judge, in these circumstances we 

are on the verge of what may be called man's leap 

from the realm of necessity into the realm of freedom." 

The free use of the human will and of the human spirit 

is possible in a welfare State because in these circumstances we 

have the necessary basis of security, so we have the job of 

providing that security and working, all of us, upon the basis of 

that dynamic christian ethic which I believe is informing the 

world today. 
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ADDRESS BY THE PREMIER. HON. DON DUNSTAN. Q.C.. M.P.. AT 

MAUGHAN CHURCH. SUNDAY. 12TH NOVEMBER. 1967. 

MR. VOGT, MR. SEAMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 

Thank you for asking me to come this afternoon to 
talk on this subject, and thank you for doing me the honor of 
asking me to talk on this/ important anniversary of Maughan 
Church which has played a great part in missionary activity 
for the welfare of under-privileged people in our community in 
South Australia. 

In talking of a welfare society, it is pleasing no 
doubt these days to realise how much acceptance there is of the 
existence of a welfare society. For a very long time in Our 
community, there were those who took the, attitude that the 
proper thing to do was to promote a sort of social Darwinianism, 
that the best that was to be got in the common weal was by allow-
ing those who were weakest in society to go to the wall and that 
Society, economically and socially, should be organised on the 
basis of survival of the fittest. While it is true that in 
some areas of our polity today, some of the echoes of that 
particular philosophy as expressed by Herbert Spencer are often 
trundled out, we hear what are economic anachronisms from time 
to time preached today upon the basis of a philosophy which bears 
no sort of sensible analysis. Nevertheless, right throughout 
politics in the community today, it is accepted that it is the 
duty of the State to undertake the succour of the poor and of the 
needy, that we ought to have a society in which those who are 
under-privileged, those who fall into misfortune, should be 
assisted by the community, and that this is basically a community 
responsibility. And how right this is that we should think 
this for I always like to remember this particular admonishment:-

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, 
and everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God 
is love. In this was manifested the love of God 
towards us because God sent His only begotten Son 
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into the world that we might live through Him. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another. No man has seen God at any time. If we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us and His love is perfected 
in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Him and He in us 
because He has given us of his spirit and we have seen and 
do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the saviour 
of the world. Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in Him and He in God and we have 
known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 

love and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God 
\ 

in him. Herein is our love made perfect that we may have 
boldness in the day of Judgement because as He is so are 
we in this, world. There i3 no fear in love, but perfect 
love casteth out fear because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love. We love Him because 
He first loved us. If a man say "I love God" and he 
hateth his brother, he is a liar. For he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen. And this commandment have we from Him 
that he who loveth God loveshis brother also." 

We as christians have the job of being concerned with 
one another and a welfare State is essential to the existence of 
a christian community, and I like also to remember this because 
we are so much involved v/ith one another, and this is what the 
most eloquent, I think, of the English divines.had to say of it:-

"No man is an island entire of itself. Every 
man is a piece of a continent, a part of the main. . 
If a cloud be washed away by the sea, Europe is the 
less as well as if a promontory were, as well as if 
a manor of thy friends or of thine own were. Any 
man's death diminishes me because I am involved in' 
mankind and therefore never seek to know for whom the 
bell tolls. It tolls for thee." Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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— — - """as a community, we have a constant job of seeing to it 
that those who are under-privileged are looked after and in this 
there is an essential partnership between the Church and the State.. 
It is not a matter of the State providing assistance in competition 
with the Churches. There are areas in which the State is able to 
assist and assist in the most effective way because its assistance 
is subject to general provisions. But, at the same time, the 
provision of State institutions for the assistance of the poor, the 
under-privileged, the sick, the needy, can rarely have the same 
sort of influence which the provision of Church institutions in 
these areas can, simply because in Churcto institutions there are 
inevitably those involved who come to the task not because of payment 
not because of a career, but because they feel a sense of Christian 
mission and being involved with those whom they are serving. 
Therefore, the development of our social services necessarily 
involves Church participation. We have to see that our social 

service system generally works effectively to provide a basis of 
security for people in our community. There is a danger, and a 
very real danger, that at times we reach the position where there 
are quite serious gaps in our social service provisions, but because 
these gaps only affect small sections of the community comparatively 
speaking with the whole size of the community, the existence of 
poverty, of misery, of need, of degradation amongst those people 
does not impinge upon the consciences of the general community, and, 
in consequence, the gaps continue to exist because people's con-
sciences are not sufficiently jogged to see that the gaps are filled 
in. 

The misfortune of small sections of our community tends 
at times to be swept under the corner of the carpet while the rest 
of the community proceeds in a certain sense of affluent comfort. . 
I have known in my own district the existence of some of the worst 
slums I have ever had the misfortune to see, and the existence in 
them of people who were living in dire circumstances. They were 
about a stone's throw from people who were living with every 
conceivable comfort and who knew nothing of the existence of the 
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people I have been talking about, and when told of their 
existence could not be brought to believe it. They tend to 
say "Oh, surely this is exaggeration. People aren't that poor 
or unemployed or in difficulty these days, or, if they are, no 
doubt it is their own fault." Ladies and Gentlemen, there are 
still, as people in this Mission know full well, many people in 
our community who are suffering from deprivation which they should 
not suffer from. And so we need to do everything that we can 
to fill in the gaps in our services. The Church has done a 
magnificent job in trying to help to fill in the gaps on many 
occasions, but it is not surely a question of the charity or 
individual work of Church missions to provide a general system of 

benefits and assistance to the community. It is really the 
i • ^ community s job as a whole, and I believe', in consequence that we 

have to take a careful survey of the gaps in our social services 
and endeavour to fill them in where we can. When I became 
Minister for Social Welfare in South Australia, the Public Relief 
system of this State had been set up on a basis which seemed 

completely illogical. I have been unable in the past two years ' i 
to discover the basis upon which relief payments were originally 
fixed and no officer of the Department has ever been able to 

explain how they came to be fixed in the way that they were. 

It is perhaps not surprising that in consequence the relief scale 
was never published, because if it had been, the utter illogicality ; 
of it would have been evident to all.; We have spent the last 
two years endeavouring to work towards filling in the gaps and 
getting a more logical system, basis, for the allotting of public ! 

i 
relief in South Australia and we have at last arrived at it. It j 

was long overdue and a new system of public relief in South 
Australia has now been determined upon by Cabinet and will be 
published in the course of the next few days. It will mean I 
that numbers of people who previously were getting inadequate 

i 

assistance will, while not assisted as fully as we should like, • 

at any rate be given better help and sustenance from the community. • 

In addition, special grants will be available from the State in 
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emergency circumstances so that where there is something that 
needs to "be done immediately, we are not tied down by red tape, 
but the Minister has in his hands funds to assist those people 
who need immediate help in unusual circumstances. Ih this way 

r 
we will be able, I believe, in some measure to relieve some of the i 
burdens which have recently fallen upon Church Mission bodies and 
allow them to turn their assistance to those special cases of 

i relief which, I think, are more properly their area of work. . 
» 

- In addition, we have to move into the area of geriatric • 
i 

care in South Australia. This has lagged for a very long time. ; 
The Government has had a report from the officers of the Dept. Public 
Health on the basis of our getting ahead with proper geriatric i 

\ ' | 

services here. We have already called applications for the 
appointment of a geriatric physician to the Government whose ; I 
special job will be the ordering of geriatric services throughout 
the State and their development in conjunction with the Church ; 
institutions already engaged in this sphere. [ 

i In the whole of this business then of community assist- 1 
ance, we have a moral duty and a duty to work the State and the ! k 
churches in harmony, in partnership, and in consequence the State | 
constantly gives subsidies to Church institutions who are helping 
the poorer people in the community, the aged - those unable to 
help themselves. But here in order to do this adequately in 

\ 

the community, we need to have the money with which to do it. 
It is easy enough in politics to say we .need to spend more in 
this, that, or the other sphere. When our Party was in Opposi-
tion, we had a long list of things that we felt that more money 
should be spent on. Oh well, in Government, we have spent money 
on numbers of those things, but, naturally enough, the present 
Opposition also feels that we ought to spend money in certain more 
areas and there is quite a long list that they have produced in 
this way too. But you know, Government is not a matter of 
sleight of hand or of magicianship. In order to pay for the 
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services which the community owes to its citizens, the community 
must raise the money to pay. There is no way of just waiving 
a hand or a wand and producing it. There is a moral obligation 
on those in the community with the ability to pay to make their 
contribution to the community for this purpose. I believe that 
it is the duty of the Church in the area of social welfare, not 
only to point to the necessity of greater assistance from the 
community in the area of social welfare, but also to point to the 
moral obligation of citizens to pay on a progressive basis for 
the services which we all think are necessary. I believe that 
in order to pay for an improved system of social service payments, 
the community needs to raise more in taxes, both at the State and 
at the Federal level,and I believe that it should be raised on a 
progressive basis. For community assistance to the poor should 
not be left to depend upon the voluntary charity alone of people 
in this community with the ability to offer that charity. We all 
have a duty in this sphere and there are those in some of the 
churches who bitterly at times - I am not talking of the 
ministers but in. some of the congregations - who bitterly oppose 
the raising of.the necessary monies while demanding that additional 
monies be paid. This is something about which John Wesley 

spoke, and I believe that this is something that everybody in the 
Church has to remember, and he said this :-

"I fear wherever riches have increased, the 
essence of religion has decreased in the same proportion. 
Therefore I do not see how it is possible in the nature 
of things for any revival of true religion to continue 
long for religion must necessarily produce both industry 
and frugality, and these cannot but produce riches, but 
as riches increase so will pride, anger, love of the world 
in all its branches. How then is it possible that 
Methodism that is a religion of the heart 'though it 
flourishes now as a green bay tree, should continue in 
this state, for the Methodists in every place grow diligent 
and frugal, consequently they increase in goods. Hence 
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they proportionately increase in pride and anger, 

in the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes" 

and the pride of life. So although the form of 

religion remains, the spirit is sv/iftly vanishing 

away. Is there no \yay to prevent this - this j 

continual decay of pure religion? We ought not 
\ 

to prevent people from being diligent and frugal. 

We must exhort all christians to gain all they can 

and to save all they can, and that is in effect to 

grow rich. What then should we d6?" 

There follows the advice that those who gain all they. 
can and save all they can, should also giy'e all they can, so that 

\ 

they will grow in grace and lay up treasure in Heaven. But 

that obligation of giving is not, it seems to me, a matter merely : 

of occasional charity or of regular giving of tithes. It is a 

matter of seeing to it that one's duty to the community's raising 

of money for social welfare is duly met and that means in many 

cases some sacrifice, but it is something which is bound on all 

of us. 

Now, talking of the Church and of the Welfare State, I 

have so far been talking about the basis of security which, it is 

necessary that any christian community provide for its citizens, 

for that economic security, a man's life is so much the more 

limited, it is so much more likely that the average citizen in a 

desperate struggle for existence will be reduced to a level of a 

vegetable. The free flights of the human spirit may be avail-

able to the occasional ascetic, but they are the exceptions to the 

rule. For human spirit to realize its full potentiality, there 

must, for those of us who are average human beings, be a basis of 

economic security, but beyond that there is a relationship between 

the Church and the State which is. quite different from the one .. 
which I have been outlining. 

In a welfare society, wher'e we aim at providing basic 

economic security, there is the necessity for the State to. 

endeavour to provide for its citizens the utmost facility for them Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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to develop in the way that you wish and that does not mean 
circumscribing the way in which they act. It is necessary for 
us to realize that the State is a plurality and that the strength 
of a democratic community in a welfare society lies not in the 
uniformity, "but in the diversity of its citizens. Citizens, 
men and women, are diverse. \ They have different outlooks, 
different attitudes, different wants, different means of gaining 
satisfaction, different ways of worship, different ways of 
approaching one another and of God. It is for the State, merely 
to see that there is a "basis of security and then the utmost area 
in which citizens can develop, as they would wish. In conse-
quence it is not for the State, in my view, to concern itself in 

the law with the private morality of citizens. That is their 
\ 

business. It is also the Church's business. It is not the 
State1s business. The State is there to see in the criminal law 
that people do not hurt one another in the community; that each 
citizen is preserved in the integrity of his person and of his 
property and of his right to go on living his life as he.would 
wish without interfering with the lives of others. Beyond this, 
the State has no place. The Church has a place, for it is in 
this area of the personal attitude of citizens to one another, in 
the exercise of- the love of one another of men and women in the 
-comrriunity, that the Church's moral duty and message lies. I 
believe that in many things, the Church will have much to say about 
the morality of its citizens where the State must remain silent. 
I believe in this sphere, the Church's duty and responsibility is . 
quite different from that of the State. There is a tendency -
there always has been a tendency through the history of the 
Church for people in churches at times to rely upon rigid formulae 
for the prescription of their own and other people's behaviour. 
I find this sort of thing coming out these days from people who 
approach me about one of the things on which I hold very strong 

jr 
views indeed, and that is on capital.punishment. I believe that 

there is no case whatever for the retention of capital punishment 
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in a modern community and that any christian properly examining 

the cases which have "been made by the various Commissions 

investigating it could come to no other conclusion. And this 

I believe very strongly indeed. But I get from time to time 

some letters from people who inform me that I am completely wrong 

in this and they advise me kindly that thqy are praying for my 

immortal soul since it is in dire danger in flying in the face of 

the Lord, and on this they see fit to quote this passage from 

Leviticus :-

"And he that killeth any.man shall surely be 
put to death and he that killeth a beast shall make it 
good beast for beast, and if a man cause a blemish in 
his neighbour, so he has done, so shall it be done to 
him, breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. 
As he has caused a blemish in a man so shall it be ' 
done to him again and he that killeth a beast he shall 
restore it and he that killeth a man he shall be put 
to death." 

I must say that in these circumstances, I tend to 
reply with thanks for their kind wishes and go on to say I assume 
since you have quoted to me this passage from Leviticus that you 
view Leviticus as a book which lays down for the present day a 
complete code of particular behaviour, and in these circumstances 
I assume thaf^you are bearded, circumcised, subject to continual 
ritual purification, that you never eat crayfish, you have never 
touched bacon and you abhor hare and rabbit. Because you see, 
Leviticus, in this passage, as has been pointed out by so many 
theologians, was not laying down forever this as a standard but 
as a maximum. It was a reduction in what had been previously 

the course of tribal behaviour. It was one of the great moral 
advances in the development of mankind, replacing as it did a 
code which allowed a greater injury to be inflicted on the wrong-
doer than that which he had himself inflicted on his victim. 
As the Archbishop of Canterbury said : "It is well to remember 
that in its origin it was a restraint upon vengeance. It does Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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not require equivalent punishment hut it says that no punishment 
should go "beyond that limit," and, indeed if my correspondents 
were to study the history of the Sanhedrin, they would have known 
that long "before Christ, the Rabbis had come to deprecate the 
infliction of capital punishment. Now, in these days, we have 
a constant tendency once more\to the very sort of attack upon the 
Talmudic attitude to codes of moral "behaviour for which Christ 
himself and St. Paul were responsible. I always remember the 
passage from St. Matthew:- "Have you not read what David' did 
when he was hungry and those who were with him - how he entered 
the House of God and ate of bread of the presence which it was 
not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but 
only for the priests." It is a dangerous ethic no doubt, but 
I believe it is the only ethic for men come of age to allow to 
people the right to judge of a moral code on the basis of their 
relationship with other people. In this, inevitably a moral 
code is likely to be dynamic. It will change in its particulars 
according to the change in the climate and attitudes of the 
community. Tora law.(and I am quoting from Fletcher here) 
is suffering a second eclipse even- more radical than v/hen Jesus 
and St. Paul first attacked it because the cultural context -
the media controls - are more appropriate today to such an eclipse 
than in apostolic and Patristic periods. But the fact that old 
landmarks are disappearing is not something simply to be deplored. 
If we have the courage, it is something to be welcomed as a • 
challenge to christian ethics to shake itself loose from the 
supports of supernaturalistic legalism on which it has been content 
to rest too much, and here I am quoting from the Bishop of 
Woolwich :- "I believe that in its approach to the moral 
relationships between man and woman, between people in our com-
munity, the Church has a duty here. If it /fails to recognize, 
the dynamics of the situation, then the community will be that ' 
much the poorer, but if it does, then within our community, under 
the church's leadership and guidance, we will have on the basis of 
our welfare society with the assistance of the Church, something 
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about which the philosophers in the last century were fond of 

writing," and it is strange that I should quote these words in 

this context, "but they are quite real and effective; they are 

quite apposite,. I "believe, to this situation, and their writer 
\ 

who was Priedrich Engels would have found them so :-

"In these circumstances, giving people the 

right to adulthood, the right to make up their minds 

for themselves, to judge, in these circumstances we 

" ~~ are on the verge of what may "be called man's leap 

from the realm of necessity into the realm of freedom." 

The free use of the human will and of the.human spirit 

is possible in a welfare State because in: these circumstances we 

have the necessary basis of security, so we have the job of 

providing that security and working, all of us, upon the basis of 

that dynamic christian ethic which I believe is informing the 

world today. 
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