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 AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY BROADCAST 2:'1;63

PRESENTEDHBY'Dow.DUNSTAN‘MEMBEH FOR NORQOD

Good hvenina,

Facts Speak for themsolves sometimes and in doing so
blithely confound the confident pred1ctions of Liboral |
politicianso‘ Do you remember that last year Mg. Menzies in
lofty and mellifmuous tones assurod us that the econcmic .
| _difficultics in which Australia then found itself were “little
worries only and of a tomporary nature“ and that early in 1962
people would be wondering whatever it was everyone had worried:
~about. ' _ ‘

_ | Do you remember how Mr, McMahon the Minister for Labor i
“told us albeit in more plebeian tones than thoao of his leader,
that the Government had every confidence that in the short run
a high levol of economic activity would replace the slight |

meroly bomporary dowturn . 1n the oconomic sphere and that full

o employment was a confident prediotion for the short term?

'.Tnat the people of Auatralia had cause to be sceptical of all
tnis was shown by the time the ‘elections camo round and the
:pooplo-exprossed théir'Soepéio;am?at tﬁe_ﬁollso The Menzies
| govérnment polled onlyoalz of‘thovaiee»;-G%-léss‘%han Labor and
have retained office'only onobﬁe’good graooé‘of Mr, Santamaria
and. Comrado Kruschov - being elocted on the second preferences of
the D.D.P. and the Commnistes, | T |

Ve then were: given to understand that the Menzios Government
was going through a poriod of organising ro-apprais&ls p The
people had wantod Labor Policy° _Perhaps then it would be all right
to put into effoct some of those Labor policios which up to Decem-
ber 9th they had called "disastrousn'ruinous, hopelessly znfla-
‘tionary and absurd”. So we are bezng softened up for a ré-intro-
‘duction of some 1mport controls end a slight expansion 6f Govern-
ment worksol Nothing bold of course. That ‘would be too

inconvenient altogother politicallyo But ohough of a'change'to

have the newspapors ‘of this State editorialising and saying that
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'Mr Mentles'reversal of pollcy is hope-giv1ng, sound and
':statesmanllke. Well 1s 1t? A ) _ :

ThlS week Slr Douglas Copeland that doyen of Australlan
economlsts whose background was long that of support for
;conservatlve pOllCleS returned to Australla."

His comments on the Australian economy was brlef and
pungent° The pollcies of the Menzles government had been rejected
everywhere else. 1n the Western World. .The~cred1t squeeze was a
‘stupld‘deV1ce. The pOlle for Australla to follow was one of
bold communlty development and stimulation - - the U. S A. was’
’.:show1ng what could be done.v There could be no -more forthrlght

zﬁendorsements of the clear pollc1es and plans of the A. L P )
: ;And whlle we reflect sadly on the 1ncrea$e in unemployment
on the contlnued economlc stagnatlon, on the facts ‘that those
tracklng to our doors desperately seeklng work are not oniy old
;men now, but boys and men of all ages and that for the;ﬁlrst

- time 51nce pre-war chlldren leav1ng school can't flnd Woyk -

‘_.~we can make a flrm resolve that each one of us Wlll take every

*opportunlty, both 1n the State and Federal Spheres, to dlsmiss

3}the Governments whlch have brought us to thls passo.»
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