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VICTORY FOR THE CITIES 

The United States took a giant step into the 
twentieth century this week whon the Supreme Court ruled 
that the federal courts have jurisdiction over the 
constitutionality of the way in which the "boundaries of 
state electoral districts are drawn* This may seem a dry 
and dubious victory. But i t means that evontually State 
Legislatures should refleot the needs and desires of the 
majority of Americans who now live in cities rather than 
those of the rural conservatives who have "been in the saddle 
for so long. As the State Legislatures, in tlheir turn, „ 
control the congressional districts, the House of Represen-
tatives can hardly f a i l to receive a great Infusion of new 
blood from the c i t i e s . The Demoorats, who are already much 
stronger there than the Republicans, look forward to an 
increase in their strength in the House unless the 
Republicans read the writing on the Supreme Court's 
decision and abandon their rural, backward-looking bias 
in time. 

Conservatives have perpetuated themselves in 
power in tho State Legislatures primarily by refusing to 
redraw electoral districts as the cit ies grew and the 
countryside was depopulated. This week's case was brought 
by residents of cities in Tennessee, by no means the most 
flagrant example. Yet in one rural oounty 3*h3k residents 
elect a member of the Tennessee House, while in Memphis 
there i s only one member for each 78,000 people. Although 
the State Constitution r e q u i r e s podlstricting every decade, 
this has not been done for over f i f t y years; in Vermont i t 
has not been done since 1793. The suburbs, ?;hose growth is 
the most recent, are often worse off than tho c i t i e s . 

This injustice has not gone unrecognised but i t 
has been assumed ever since 1946, when the Supreme Court 
refused to intervene in a case involving congressional 
districts in Illinois, that the issue was too political 
for the courts and that redress was to be sought only at 
the polls. In fact, as Justice Brennan pointed out in 
his decision this week, even in 19M> a majority of the 
Court f e l t that federal courts had the power to intervene 
under the equal protection guarantees of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, but one Justice, who deolded the issue, f e l t 
that the Court should not do so in that particular case. 
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The size of the majority this week - 6 to 2, with 
Justices Frankfurter ana Harlan dissenting - loaves 
no constitutional doubts, though the decision gives 
l i t t l e guidance over how unjust the distribution 
of seats must he t o be ruled unconstitutional. 
The courts are certain to have plenty of raw 
material to isork on. The Mayors of big c i t ies a l l 
over the country are sharpening their arguments. 
Beside the case which is now to be heard in 
Tennessee, another is being reopened in New Ifork* 
and others are likely in Georgia, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan and Kentucky, This may, indeed, prove 
to be the "political thicket" of which 
Justice Frankfurter warned the country in 19U&, 
But i t seems to be the only road to majority 
rule where State Legislatures and state courts 
refuse any redress and Congress f a i l s to intervene. 

(Sources The Economist, 31 Maroh 1962. 
American Survey - P .1250-1253) 
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