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A.L.P. BROADCAST CVER 5KA. 7.25 p.m. WED., 15th MAY, 1963. 
BY SENATOR J.P. TOOHEY. 

Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen, 

"Sir Thomas Playford, the Premier of South Australia, has 
always had odd notions about Rail Construction". 
Who made this terse statement? A Member of the Labor Party, you'd 
naturally think. Not at all. It was made by a Member of the 
Premier's own Party, Senator Paltridge, -the Minis-ter for Civil Aviation. 

A lot has been said by both the Press and the Government 
about alleged disunity in the Labor Party. It is true that there 
are contending opinions in the A.L.P., but the events I am about 
to unfold would make any differences in the A.L.P. seem like a 
Sunday School picnic, when compared with the upheavals which constantly 
crack the inner core of Liberal unity. 

A classic example which comes readily to mind is the issue 
of Hall Standardisation raised in the Federal Government towards 
the latter end of last year, and pausing at this point, may I be 
forgiven if I suggest that the sudden change of heart by the Menzies 
Government on the Standardisation of the Port Pirie - Broken Hill 
line has more than a passing connection with the Grey By-Election, 
particularly when we recall that the Labor Party last year, through 
its Representatives in the Senate, made three attempts to secure 
an early start of this work, and on the third occasion, was specif-
ically requested by the South Australian Parliament to do so, yet 
the Menzies Government used its numbers to defeat all of these moves, 
and the four Liberal Senators from South Australia also voted against 
them. 

Senator Paltridge, on 23rd August, when replying to the ' 
third Labor Amendment, showed quite clearly how much the Liberals 
love each other by his references to both the South Australian 
Liberal ̂Government and the South Australian P r e m i e r , i n 
Hansard, the official report of Parliamentary'proceedings of August 
30th, 1962, and I quote him:-

"I challenge the sincerity of the Premier of South Australia, 
c-

and the sincerity of the Leader of the Opposition in the South 
Australian House of Assembly, who seek to create the impression 
that the Rail Standardisation Resolution sent to South Australian 
Senators was the result of some mutual spontan^^pW^ interest. 
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15th May, 1963. 

How did this interest arise? Senator Paltridge continued 

"Whatever the desire of the South Australian Premier to 
grandstand to the South Australian public might have been, grand-
standing does not influence people like us who are somewhat used to 
the practices and proceedings of the Parliament". 

Warming up to his work, Senator Paltridge went on to say:-

"Picture the scene for yourselves, Mr. President and Honorable 
Senators. Picture the House of Assembly meeting, prayers being 
said, the Leader of the Opposition rising with a motion already 
written out, and the Premier making the most unctuous speech that 
has ever been delivered in any Parliament of this Commonwealth, 
supporting the Leader of the Opposition by arrangement, and then by 
SPECIAL arrangement, seeing that this piffle was sent to South Aus-
tralian Senators by 4 o'clock that afternoon". 

Senator Paltridge then referred to the extension of the 
Line to Leigh Creek, and said that Sir Thomas Playford was prepared 
to play Party Politics then, just as he is playing Party Politics at 
the present time, and now comes the final broadside from the Minister 
for Civil Aviation. 

"I put it to you, Mr. President and Honorable Senators, 
that in the light of all these factors - the criticism now made by 
Sir Thomas Playford and the manner in which he has played this 
Political game - Sir Thomas has acted in a way which does not bring 
any credit to himself, and may well contribute very largely to his 
Political destruction". (End of quote). 

I repeat, all of these statements can be found in the 
Senate Hansard of August 30th, 1962, and they have their place in 
history as perhaps the strongest attack ever made on a State Premier 
in the Federal Parliament, and become more remarkable because 
Senator Paltridge and Si* Thomas Playford belong to the same Party. 

The question the Electors of Grey will be asking, is why 
the Menzies Government, which flatly rejected a Labor demand for an 
immediate start on the Standardisation of the Port Pirie - Broken 
Hill Line late last year, has now decided to turn a complete somer-
sault. 

I do not think that this obvious Political move will fool 
the Electors of Grey, and this will be reflected by the overwhelming 
support for the A.L.P. Candidate, Mr. Jack Mortimer. 
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