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2*4-63 

A.L.P. BBOAPCAST 3rd October. I960 
DC-H DUKSTAh - MEMBER FOR K O E M D 

Good livening: 
The talk yesterday at Kaogham Church by Professor 

Horval licrris - an international athority on criminology 
whom we are fortunate to have heading the faculty of law. 

\ 

at the University cf Adelaide, was a timely reminder to 
us of the needs of reform of institutions for juvenile 
offenders. Magill reformatory is antiquated, hopiessly 
inadequate, not achieving its object of successful 
reformation of young offenders as it should. 

This is not the first occasion when something has 
bean said about Magill. There were public outcries about 
the situation there in 1954 and 1955. I raised the aatter in 
questions in the house then. In 19^6 Hansard shows I 
said this on the address in reply debate:-

B I ccme now to the Children's Welfare and Public 
rielief Board. The management of South Australian 
Institutions dealing with juvenile offenders, 
^nlike the position in England where the institu-
tions are under the Prison Commissioners, is under 
Hi® C h i, i d r e n , s welfare and Public Eelief Board. 
Although some attempt has been made fey the board to 
iollow in some faltering manner the Borstal system 
introduced in England it caanot be said that our 
eystea is a® fall or as satisfactory as ti:e English 

" n d e r 5 h e borstal system when a Juvenile 
offender is sentenced he is sent to an institution 
where he is examined by vocational guidance experts 
and psychologists to decide the best place to send 
him a m tae tv^e of trailing considered best for 
his reform. The aim of the Borstal system is reform. 
TherfagiU institution is called a reforatory but 
it is really a training home. The aim *sxu in 
taking juvenile offenders into institutions Is not 
marely to keep them from committing crimes, but to 
reform them and see that they do cot coaasit crimes 
after tneir release at 18 years of age. In England 
an attempt is made to see that the Reformation is 
carricd out as far as possible. Expert attention 
13 given to the boys as soon as they are received to 
decide the best form of training for them. Bverv 
boy undergoes aptitude tests and examinations by 
psychologists to show where he can best be trained 
and the institution to which he is sent must be 
appropriate for his trainir®. 
In South Australia we have two institutions, firstly 
we have the Magill Training home which accomodates 
by far the largest number of boys sentenced by the 
Juvenile Court; and there is the Struan Fara, which 
accommodates 13 to 14 boys. It approximates the open 
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1(a) 
Borstal institutions they have in England. There 
they have both open and closed Institutions. In 
the closed the boys do not have nearly the same 
freedom, but in the open they may go out freely, 
although under seme supervision, and they can get 
leave t© go home. They are really under supervise 
ion whilst working in a training establishment. 
In the closed Borstal institutions a much stricter 
check is kept on the boys. On the average Magill 
accommodates about 56 boys. There is a proposal to place 
at Lochiel Park an institution for subnormal boys, 
but it is not yet completed and is now being worked 
by some labour from Kagill. From my experience - and 
it is the view of people with experience in the Juvenile 
Court - the re-conviction rate amongst boys from Magill 
is alarmingly high, but the rate has not been published 
by the board. It is certainly ouch higher than the rate 
of re-conviction auongat boy3 from Borstal institutions. 
Magill is regarded as a training school for crime. 

are not so large a community as England and we 
cannot have more segregation than we have, but more 
could be done if we had expert advice. There has been 
an outcry recently for advice on reformatories and train-
ing schools in South Australia, not only on Magill and 
otner institutions but Vaughan House, where there have been 
a few unfortunate outbreaks in recent years. At first the 
reply of the department was that there was really nothing 
wrong and that the outcry was a lot of nonsense. 

When it continued and more people came fosward to 
say they thought things were not satisfactory, there 
was suddenly a statement that £90,000 would be spent 
at Magill. It is laudable to spend more money on that 
training home but I would like to have a clear indica-
tion that it will be spent effectively, and that we 
will have expert advice on what should be done at the 
home. — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Sir Lyell McEwin went overseas and when he returned, 
he gave us the benefit of his enquiries. He said 
that the Children's Welfare Department was operating 
its institutions on the lines of the English Borstal 
system. That statement was so very far from the truth 
that one may be pardoned for wondering just what Sir Lyell 
was doing and how much he found out about Borstal institu-
tions. By this time it was some two years since the 
Government had said the new reformatory was being planned. 

In 1^58 the Government, after much Labor pressure on 
the subject of the reformatory announced a grand plan. 
Beautiful pictures were painted. And so I asked a question 
in the house:-

"Just after Parliament adjourned last month an 
announcement was made of plans for the Magill 
Reformatory. Can the Minister of Works say 
how those plans were drawn and who was consul-
ted in their preparation, because it has been 
represented to me by social workers that they 
are not in accordance with modern reformatory 
practice? Are the plans completed, and, if so, 
when will they be referred to the Public Works 

, .Committee? 
, 0> s And again:-

"Has the Minister of Works a reply to my question 
of July 23rd relating to plans for the Magill 

^Reformatory" 
And again:-

"Can the Minister of Works state the position 
in relation to plans for anew building at the 
Magill Reformatory? Is it a fact that the 
Children's Welfare and Public Relief Board 
has scrapped the proposed plan and has started 
over again, which I have been told is the 
position?" 

Hon. G.G. Pearson: "As this department is under 
the control of the Chief Secretary, I will 
refer this question to him, and obtain a reply" 

And again:-
"Can the Premier say whether the plans for a 
new Magill Reformatory building have been 
withdrawn and the whole project is to be re-
considered in the light of the numerous 
representations made?" 

The Hon. Sir Thomas Playford: "The chairman of 
the Children's Welfare and Public Relief 
Board has reported to the Chief Secretary 
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6) 
The Hon. G.G. Pearson:- °I have not seen documents 

concerning this matter in my department; there-
fore I presume that they are still in the Chief 
Secretary*s Department* I am not able to give 
the honourable member the information he requires 
now, but I will make inquiries and let him have 
it later. 

6 0 ^ ^ 
The Hon. G.G. Pearson: - "I have obtained from the 

Chief Secretary a report made by the Chairman 
of the Children's Welfare and Public Relief 
Board:-
'The grand plan for the proposed new reformatory 
is in the course of preparation, under the 
direction of a subcoaimittee of the Children's 
Welfare and Public Relief Board, in collabora-
tion with Government architects. This plan is 
not yet complete' ° 
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as follows:-
Tke Children's Welfare and Public Relief 
Board has not scrapped the original plan of 
the proposed new bulldihg for the reformat-
ory at ^lagill. However, a new sit has been 
selected. This is a little to the south of 
the position first chcsen, aed near the exis-
ting old buildix<gs. • 

- now it was well over two years. 
Again £ asked:-

M.»ill the premier ascertain when it is likely 
that plans for the new tiagill Reformatory 
will be referred t© the Public crks Conaittee?" 

The Hon. Sir Thomas Playford: "I have r:ct the 
information before rae but I will (*et it for the 
honourable member 

In fact, it was not until the next year that a plan was 
referred to the Public Works Standing Committee. It was a plan 
for a sort ef super-luxury gaol. It was not a plan for a 
Borstal type institution, there was still cot adequate 
segregation of different types of offenders or different age 
groups proposed. 

The Public Works Standing Committee has been conducting 
its investigation since. It has not yet reported its findings 
to Parliament, but it seems clear that it will report against 
the plan by the Government. 

what is needed is a number of atrial! institutions - some 
of them of tae open-cottage type which has already proved 
successful in other States. Heaven knowns when we will get 
a reform system which is adequate - the whole story of Jlagill 
reformatory is of a dilatory government which has become tired 
and lazy through a too-long period of office. 

Good-night. 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.


