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A.L.P. BROADCAST BY THE MEMBER FOR EDWARDSTGIWH. MR. Q.T. 
y^QQ, Htpf Mm* W t ~ 
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Good Evening Listeners: 

The A.L.P* Federal Executive met this week in 
Sydney, and much to the dismay of our critics, the meeting 
was harmonious, constructive and effective* A great deal 
of useful work was performed in the interests of both 
the Party and the people, whoa, we as a party» represent* 
X am quite sure that as a result of this meeting* all 
members and supporters will approach the next Federal 
election with a grim determination to elect a Federal 
Labor Government. 

The subjects discussed by the Federal Executive 
covered a very wide field, but perhaps one of the most 
interesting, particularly from a South Australian 
viewpoint, was the question of the Federal redistribution 
of boundaries and the possibility of a challenge in the 
High Court* The Federal Executive had a thorough review 
of the Commissioners* recommendations* and expressed 
concern that the principle of equal adult suffrage had 
been departed from* Under the proposals there are six 
Federal divisions in Sydney, five in Melbourne, three 
in Brisbane and two in Perth * which will exceed the 
average number of electors by more than ten percent * 
Yet there will be eight rural electorates in New South 
Wales, three in Queensland, two in West Australia, and 
one each in South Australia and Victoria which will have 
less than the average number of electors by more than ten 
percent* It is Important to note that in no previous 
redistribution have the variations been so numerous or so 
large* The examples I have just given clearly demonstrate 
the justification of our claim that the principle of 
one-vote, one-value has been considerably submerged* 
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However» despite this tuipalatable condition* we 
reeognise that a redistribution is long overdue, and 
the proposals of the Commission are a vast Improvement 
of the existing situation which provides a variation 
from thirty thousand electors in one division, but a 
variation of a hundred thousand electors in others. 
It must be remembered that there has not been a 
redistribution for about thirteen years, and we feel 
that the present unsatisfactory imbalance of electorates 
can no longer remain* This then was our main reason 
for saying that we have little alternative other than 
to accept the redistribution in principle, although 
state branches of the Australian Labor Party will be 
submitting evidence to the commission in an effort to 
reduce the inequality of the recommendations. ' - W^' 

There is one point concerning the legality of 
the proposals which should be made quite clear. 

We are not questioning the legality of the 
Redistribution Commissioners* report. People who think 
this are wrong. 

What we are questioning is the legality of the 
Commonwealth Electoral Act which allows and even requires 
the Commissioners to depart from the principle of one-vote, 
one-value. The constitution of the Commonwealth provides 
for the House of Representatives to be elected, (and I 
quote from Section 24 of the Constitution) *in proportion 
to the respective numbers of their people*. It can be 
seen from this that the only way for this constitutional 
requirement of 'propogtion* to be complied with, is to 
have electorates of equal size - that is in the number of 
electors. This is what One-vote, one-value means. 

This contention is further supported by a relatively 
recent Court decision in the United States. The Court 
ruled that democracy and one-vote* one-value were 
intrinsically correlated. 
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This is the matter that the A.L.P. Federal 
Executive has referred to its legal committee so that 
full and serious consideration can be given to both 
the advisability and practicability of taking a case 
to the High Court. All Australians will be intensely 
aware of the decisions the committee givesyon whether 
it considers the Electoral Act offensive to the 
democratic principle of one^vote* one-value and whether 
a ease is likely* to succeed in the High Court. 

South Australians probably have a keener interest 
in this than people in other States, because of the 
blatant denial of electoral justice we have suffered for 
the past thirty five years on a State basis. At least 
now, because/̂ the insistence of the people of South 
Australia, the L.C.L. Government has presented a Bill 
to State Parliament to set up a State Redistribution 
Commission. 

X hope, as do the majority of .South Australians, 
that the Government will agree to amend those provisions 
of the Bill that will prevent the Commission from 
presenting a report based on one-vote* one-value• 

Xf this is not dons>» the adoption of their report 
must be in serious doubt * 

Good Night* 
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