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. _ News Commentary by Mr. Stewart Cockburn. 30*6.59. 

Good Evening; 
The vigorous young Member for Norwood, Mr. Don Duns'tan, 

made a bitter attack on the Premier and the S.A. Government last 
night. He accused them, among other things, of gross deficiencies 
in educational policy and spending. 

Mr. Dunstan does his homework carefully - his facts are 
right as far as they go - and he has correctly picked out some of 
the weaknesses which still exist in public education policy. But 
I accuse him, in turn, of giving only half the story. 

It is just as accurate to lay the emphasis on the tremendous 
.efforts which have been made in the last few years - and made with a 
good measure of success, too - to lift education in this State out 
of one of the deepest sloughs in its history. 

During the last 8 years, State primary and secondary school-r 
children have doubled in number. As a matter of interest, the rate 
of increase in pupils at private schools has been barely half as 
great. 

The pressure has not only been more intense than in any 
other-State of Australia; even Britain and the United States have 
not had such problems relative to population. Despite these 
problems, the Education Department has somehow managed to cope, and 
the key men in the Department are, I know, tremendously proud of 
what has happened. They know just how close, for example, some of 
the other States have come to ruin ... States whose problems have 
not been quite as bad as ours. 

Classes are large and many school buildings are temporary. 
It could hardly have been otherwise, having regard to the abnormal 
war-time birth rate. But this year and next year will see the 
turning of the tide. From next year, I understand, the Education 
Department is confident that classes will start to get smaller, 
the teaching force significantly larger, and classrooms more permanent. 

And look at the record of the present Minister, Mr. Baden 
Pattinson. Since he took over the department, teachers' salaries 
have been substantially increased; the relative cost of new school 
buildings has, with the help of the Architect-in-Chief's Department, 
been substantially reduced .. and their rate of completion increased; 
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The status of women inside the Department has "been lifted, with 
women now "being appointed to top administrative posts; the green 
light has been given to a tremendous new multi-storeyed teachers 
college project. At the moment, school "building is proceeding :at 
such a rate that seven or eight new secondary schools are going to 
"be completely built in South Australia during the next six months 
alone. 

One of the things which I think has been impressive about 
Mr. Pattinson has been his willingness to make public statements on 
controversial subjects and give a lead to the general public. 
Bible reading in schools was a case in point during the past few 
days. That's the sort of subject a politician usually fights 
pretty shy of. But Mr. Pattinson admitted quite frankly that in 
many respects the practice of Bible reading in schools was not 
working out as it had been hoped. He indicated that the problem 
would be tackled afresh to see if more satisfactory arrangements 
couldn't be made. 

But to sum it all up, the Government and the Department 
were very vulnerable six or seven years ago, because they just 
weren't planning adequately to meet future needs which could be 
predicted clearly. 

For the last five years, however, they have been doing 
everything they_jcan to amend earlier sins'. We are on the eve of 

the fruits of that effort. Credit should be given where 
it's,due. 

Goodnight. 
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