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South Australia is on the threshold of a mineral boom. 
This year the tempo of mineral exploration has been continuing, 
and has now reached an unprecedented scale. The value of all 
mining products in South Australia during the past calendar year 
was about $98M. which represents an increase of nearly 30 p.c. 
on the previous year. Over the past 10 years the increase in 
value has been more than ten fold. Even allowing for changing 
money values this is spectacular growth and reflects the major 
contribution now made to the State's economy by the mineral 
industry. 

There are in SA now some 80 companies operating more than 160 
exploration leases involving in excess of 7,000 square miles 
in area. Particular interest is being taken in the search 
for copper and uranium, although most other economic minerals 
are being investigated. 
Over the past few years many significant discoveries of 
minerals have been made, and new mining enterprises are 
scheduled for Kanmantoo, Burra, Mount Gunson and Beltana. 
The additional annual outlay involved in developing these 
projects is exceeding &3M. The projects at Kanmantoo, Burra 
and Mount Gunson will, between them, produce more than 12,000 
tons of copper a year at a gross value of about S10M., and 
will include very important employment opportunities and 
general industrial development. 
Also, significantly, petroleum exploration is running at an 
all time high with some 30 wells scheduled involving an 
expenditure in excess of S15M. 
In June this year oil was discovered in the Cooper Basin, 
and already this find has sparked off other oil exploration 
in the area. 
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Another most important discovery in recent months has been 
Australia's first sedimentary uranium deposit in the Paralana -
Lake Frome area. 
Most of the world's important uranium resources are in the 
sedimentary form, but until this recent SA discovery, 
Australia's reserves have been in hard rock deposits with 
associated difficulty in mining extraction. 
The sedimentary type deposits are more readily mined by open 

cut methods, and present fewer difficulties in commercial 
extraction. 
It can be said with confidence that several companies now 
searching in the area will between them establish very 
important reserves. 

The introduction of natural gas with the opening of the 
pipeline from Gidgealpa-Moomba to Adelaide marks a new era 
in the industrial growth of the State. 
Previously the lack of high grade fossil fuels has been offset 
by the efficient working of the Leigh Creek deposit, but this 
supply has been limited and the growth demand for power could 
only be made by the use of some other form of energy. 
Natural gas is now providing this new reserve, and doubtless 
in due course additional power will be accommodated from 
nuclear resources. 

And, of course, SA already has tremendous iron ore reserves 
near Whyalla. 

The Government is heavily involved in all these developments, 
especially through the Department of Mines which maintains a 
very close liaison with all aspects of mineral exploration 
and development and provides a wide range of technical services 
to the mining industry and directly takes part in exploration 
programmes. 

But mining is only one aspect of SA's development. 
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With the completion of the Indian Pacific standard gauge rail 
link, SA's position as the central State has become more 
important. 
The planned linking of the standard gauge to Adelaide will 
enable manufacturers in the industrialised areas of the State 
to have unimpeded access to all mainland capital cities. Even 
before this link is completed, the Whyalla industrial complex 
will become part of this network through the construction of 
a new line between that city and Port Augusta. 
The rationalisation of the railway transport system will 
contribute to the development of industry in the north of the 
State and to the regional industrial complex of Whyalla, Port 
Augusta and Port Pirie. 

The increasing attention being paid to South Australia by 
developers reflects the attractiveness of this State in the 
light of the overcrowded industrial scene on the eastern 
freeboard of the continent. 
The decentralisation- plans being implemented by the Governments 
of New South Wales and Victoria show the difficulties that 
are being experienced in those States in the growth of manu-
facturing industry. 
With its well-planned industrial estates north and south of 
the city and attractive locations throughout the State, South 
Australia continues to attract many industries. 
International firms making their first appearance as manu-
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facturers in Australia regard South Australia as a very 
favourable location at which to manufacture and distribute 
their goods. 
Not only is SA attractive to industry but it provides a 
pleasant, most gracious atmosphere for living; a quieter tempo 
and yet a climate for greater productivity. This climate 
will be further enhanced by the proposed programme of social 
legislation by the present Government. 
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In a growing society that is attracting industry, it is 
important for its work-force to have good housing.• 
SA has already shown the way in major housing development 
with the establishment of the city of Elizabeth.• 
The satellite city houses 50,000 people, contains 54- industries 
including a huge General Motors-Holden's complex, and is 
served by ten shopping centres, 24 schools and a major town 
centre. Its population in the early seventies is expected 
to reach 70,000. 

Work has already started on another major housing development.-
Known as the West Lakes Scheme,'the S200M. project will cover 
1,660 acres of swamp-land in the western area of Adelaide.-
The final Agreement for West Lakes was signed last year by 
the Government and Development Finance Corporation, which is 
to develop it as a private capital venture.1 

The 10-year scheme provides for a model housing development 
to be built around an artificial 300 acre salt lake that will 
have a residential island in its centre. 

The final development will have a population of about 18,000 
and will include schools, parks, a hotel, a large shopping 
complex and industrial sites. 
West Lakes Ltd., the development finance affiliate set up to 
run the scheme, has already spent $100,000 on professional 
town planning and the services of transport engineers, 
architects and economists^ 
West Lakes will undoubtedly become one of the showpieces of 
Adelaide and a model suburb combining both low and high density 
living in pleasant surroundings. 
Adelaide has a number of other important building projects 
that will get under way during the present financial year. 
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Some of the major ones include two luxury motels.for Glenelg 
($1.9M.)» a housing estate at Whyalla ), Myer shopping 
centres at.Edwardstown and Campbelltown (&8M.), S.A. Institute 
of Technology development at Pooraka ($3-3M.), a library and 
union complex at the Adelaide University ($5*7M.), a multi-
storey telecommunications building in Adelaide for the P.M.G. 
($7.5M.)» an .Ansett Transport Industries office and motel 
complex in Adelaide (&4.5M.) and a flat block at North Adelaide 
(80.6M.). 
Industrial development has already got off to a good start 
this year. 
A company to undertake engineering design and research and 
development of mechanical and hydraulic presses has been 
established by Wilkins and Mitchell Ltd., Johns and Waygood, 
and Perry Engineering Go. 
BHP has announced its intention to build two 15?000 ton 
roll-on roll-off ships at Whyalla, and both vessels (which 
will be able to use normal wharf facilities) will be completed 
towards the end of 1972. 
MFG Boat Co. Pty. Ltd. has announced an $80,000 expansion 
programme at Parafield for the manufacture of fibreglass 
hovercraft bodies and transportable holiday homes. 
APCEL Pulp and Paper Mill has announced a $12M. factory 
programme which will increase its number of employees by 280. 
Tyree Industries Ltd. will expand its company's SA production 
area by 70 per cent. 
Passon Pty. Ltd., a sales branch of Fasson Nederlands NV 
(a subsidiary of Avery Products Corporation in the U.S.) is 
to establish a $1M.. manufacturing plant at Elizabeth West. 
This will produce self adhesive materials for use in the 
graphic industry, and will serve both Australian and Pacific 
markets. 

Other major developments already announced for SA include -
Wilkins and Mitchell Ltd. plan to establish at Elizabeth a 

S2.5M, factory to produce washing machines. 
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Nylex Corporation is to establish a 85M. plastic factory at 
Elizabeth. 
Sola International, which manufactures sunglasses and optical 
components has announced plans for a new &1.3M. factory at 
Lonsdale• 
At Mount Gambier, Associated Products and Distribution Pty. Ltd 
(a subsidiary of British Tobacco Co. Australia Ltd.) is 
establishing a S1.5M. frozen vegetable operation. 
In the South-East the Woods and Forests Department will 
establish 20,000 acres of new forest at sin estimated cost 
of $2M. 
Harbor facilities will continue to improve, and in Adelaide 
work on the widening and deepening of the Port River will 
continue at a cost of 
A new passenger terminal has been announced for Outer Harbor. 
Work will continue on the S2M. facilities at Port Giles and 
dredging and port improvements at Thevenard will also be 
carried out. 

Major Government development projects during the seventies 
cover a wide area of the State. 
Work on the Torrens Island power station will continue, and 
expenditure in the next few years is estimated to be &90M. 
Total cost of the projecit is &300M. 
But despite all this expansionj SA's economy is still 
vulnerable. 

71 p. c. of our industries lie in the consumer durable fields 
with more than three-quarters of production being sold in the 
eastern States. Whenever the national economy takes a,down-
turn, whenever the Federal Government decides that it must 
reduce consumer spending, SA's products are the first things 
people stop buying. 
Because.of this the SA Government will, during the seventies, 
remedy the situation. 
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Sweden, Northern Italy, Switzerland and Israel have poorer 
natural resources than ours, but they also have the one thing 
that we have in great measure. Skilled craftsmen. The very 
reason that we have our present industrial base is because 
we have workmen in the State who have the training and skills 
necessary to produce high quality products cheaply and 
efficiently. We must make use of those skills to provide 
high quality products suitable for export overseas - suitable 
especially for the markets now opening to us in countries 
near at hand* 
It will provide an economic resources survey, establishing 
desirable areas of expansion and identifying the potential 
investors in those areas. It will set targets to produce a 
fully integrated South Australian industrial complex. The 
Industrial Development Department will undertake market research 
to establish the kinds of products which we can provide 
satisfactorily to new markets now developing. We will support 
and seek assistance from industry in establishing an Industrial 
Kesearch Institute at Flinders University, which will have the 
job of providing the necessary research background to the 
development of new products suitable for production in South 
Australia. The Industries Assistance Act will be amended to 
provide that where there are industries which can be set up 
with profit to South Australia, public monies can be used to 
take up share capital in them if that is recommended by the 
Industries Development Committee. 

Country industries which have viable products but which are 
undercapitalised would also be eligible for public investment 
in this way, and thereby significant assistance can be given 
to decentralization and to obtaining diversity of employment 
in country areas. The work of the Industrial Design Center 
in Adelaide for which the money was provided originally by the 
Labor Government will be markedly expanded to ensure that the 
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whole of our training work in South Australia is informed 
with the best possible knowledge of modern design to ensure 
that our products are setting the pace and are leading world 
standards. The Government in its industrial expansion policies 
will seek the complete co-operation of industry so that there 
is no competition between public and private investment, but 
that these proceed in co-operation* 
It is planning to set a new pace in Australian development, 
with its highly skilled work-force spread over a large, 
sophisticated industrial and technical base. 
Development so far this year suggests this aim will be 
achieved, with South Australia playing an increasingly 
important role in national development. 
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