
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0142
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
South Australia's Continuing Growth - Melbourne 'Age'

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0142

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



ARTICLE MR BEkBuURm? "AGS". BY BUI? DUH3TAN. m^MirM FOR 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA* 18*6.73 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S CiiftTIHPXHQ QRQtfgg. 

The South Auetraiian Government' e programme to secure the 
maximum industrial expansion and diversification for the state 
is now getting tangible results. 

The Government has civen priority to the establishment and 
development of new structures for this - to provide for planned 
{growth in place of the old, outmoded, unplanned, quantitative 
rather than qualitative approach. 

The aim is to secure not only more investment, and therefore 
employment, but more diverse and more stable growth, and so 
reduce dependence on the manufacture of consumer ̂ oods• 

One of the Government's first actions was to commission a "caps 
study" by a team of oonoultonts to identify those areas of 
Industry the state lacked, and which it could most usefully 
secure. 

Their preliminary report is now being studied by the Government. 
It is already proving of great value in planning future 
development• 

One key agency in obtaining new development and in assisting the 
growth of existing small enterprises with a high potential is 
South Australia's new industries Assistance Corporation. 

This is geared towards helping smaller firms at the early, often 
critical, stages of thoir development throu-h the provision of 
Grants, loans or by taking up a share of their equity. 

Another tool created to broaden the range of South Australian 
products is an Industries Research Institute. St provides liaison 
in scientific and industrial research, encouraging product 
research and thus enabling industrialists to secure and retain new 
markets. 

At the same tine greatly increased grants for industrial design 
have permitted the appointment of a team of experience desicners 
to service manufacturers in the field. 

Over the past three years the state has maintained a network of 
trade officers and agents whose job it is to sell South Australian 
products abroad, particularly in neighbouring countries where, 
in the past, the state lagged in obtaining its potential share of 
the market. 
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2* 
Roving Trade officers service Europe, the Diddle East and South 
Dost Asia. Their t;ork is supplemented by trade agents in 
Singapore* Kuala Lumpur, Tokyo and Djakarta* 

The contracts they have made and the continuing feedback of 
information about sales and investment opportunities, specifically 
oriented towards South Australian production, has had a substantial 
impact on winning new orders* 

The South Australian Housing Trust has continued and expanded 
its lease-back system of factory building in conoert with the work 
of these new croups and tho co-ordinating efforts of the Industrial 
Development Division of the Premier's Department* The Trust has, 
in fact, now the largest-ever call on its funds for factory 
building In its history. 

I-lany local, interstate and overseas firms have taken advantage of 
the Trust's lease purchase facilities to have factories constructed 
in the industrial estates set aside for this purpose within a 
radius of fifteen miles from the centre of Adelaide* 

One of the Government's principal concerns in developmental 
planning has been the need to provide jobs for women and school-
leavers* The moat vulnerable area of the economy. 

To further this, the Government has embarked on a programme of 
tourist expansion as the travel industry offera a notably dramatic 
Growth potential* Tourist facilities aro being upgraded through-
out the State, and the Government Is providing assistance for 
the construction of an international hotel in the heart of Adelaide. 

Adelaide's now established reputation as an International festival 
centre is being further enhanced by the construction of a multi-
million dollar performing arts complex on the banks of the River 
Torrenfi* 
X believe that, with its Festival Hall and experimental theatre, 
it will be the best in Australia* It will also provide South 
Australia with convention facilities second to none in Australia* 

South Australia is the most urban of the Australian States* 
As well as being an important producer of agricultural goods and 
minerals it has the third largest industrial complex in the 
nation* 
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This gives the state a broad basis from which to plan future 
development, and to reduce - so far as it is within the power 
of a State Government to do so - its vulnerability to fluctuations 
in national demand. 

l-Je have many advantages which make our State a desirable location 
for industrial development. These include a low cost structure, 
availability of industrial land at competitive prices, and low 
wage and salary levels in relation to the rest of Australia. 

Manufacturers continue to enjoy a cost advantage in Adelaide 
because of lower level of wages* Average weekly earnings in 
South Australia for the March quarter were $91.30 compared with 
an Australian figure of 897.50. However, because of certain low 
cost factors in the State's economy, South Australians enjoy a 
comparable standard of living with the Eastern states. 

The South Australian economy at present is enjoying the boom 
conditions experienced all over Australia. Growing demand for 
motor vehicles and other consumer durables has provided a great 
stimulus for our business sector. 

Hew industrial developments completed this year include a new 
press forge plant established by Australian National Industries, 
a multi-million dollar wool processing plant for G.H. Mchell 
& Son and a new clothing factory for Levi Strauoo. Announcements 
of a petro-chemical complex at Red Cliffs and an export oil 
refinery near Adelaide have also been announced recently. 
With ample supplies of natural gas guaranteeing the State's 
power requirements for several decades, South Australia's growth 
and continuing important contribution to the national economy 
is assured. 
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