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ARTICLE BY THE PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. DON DUNSTAN. 
FOR THE "INDUSTRIAL REVIEW AND MINING YEAR BOOK". 

19.9.73 
This is a time of very great change in Australia 

as the new Federal Government establishes, virtually for the 
first time in this country, a national system of resource 
and economic planning. 

Within this framework, the South Australian 
Government is implementing a development program designed 
to broaden the State's economic base. 

This was commenced by my Government in 1970 
and we can now point to significant success in both the 
size and type of new industrial developments and in securing 
new markets for our products. 

Perhaps the most exciting and significant pending 
development in South Australia is the establishment of a 
8300 million petrochemical complex at Redcliffs on the 
Spencer Gulf in the north of the State. 

This will be the terminus of a liquids pipeline 
from the Moomba natural gas field. It will be powered by 
natural gas and will use ethane from Moomba and salt from 
the Port Augusta area to produce ethylene dichloride for 
the plastics industry and caustic soda used in the 
refining of alumina. 

But this is just one of a series of developments. 
A few of the latest include: 

A $40 million refinery being tuilt by Mobil 
Oil Australia Ltd. near Adelaide. 

• A SI million program by the engineering firm 
Clyde Industries Ltd. for the manufacture of 
diesel electric locomotives, relocating plant 
from New South Wales.. 

• Major expansion multi-million expansion programs 
by the South Australian winemaking companies -
Penfold Wines Ltd. and Orlando Wines Ltd. 
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A 31.5 million new factory for the international 
clothing manufacturer Levi Strauss Ltd. at 
Elizabeth. 
A 85.5 million expansion plan by coca cola 
Bottlers Ltd. 

Our total program is aimed at keeping wage and 
living costs down and encouraging to South Australia 
industry of the kind required to maintain our place as 
the most congenial of the Australian States to live in. 

l/e are Australia^ third largest industrial 
complex, home of the huge General Motors Holden and 
Chrysler automotive plants arid the household appliance 
works of Kelvinator, V/ilkins Servis, Light burn and 
Simpson Pope. 

This is at once our strength and our weakness 
and why Government strategy is to reduce so far as 
possible our dependence on sheet metal fabrication. 

To this end we have established a battery of 
Government and semi-government agencies to assist in the 
financing of new enterprises, the promotion of product 
research and the penetration of new export markets, 
notably in the neighbouring countries of our region, and 
the provision of low cost housing. 

It is why we have embarked on a big program 
of tourism expansion to get for South Australia its 
maximum share of this international boom industry. 

The increasing number of overseas and Australian 
visitors to the playgrounds of the Barossa wine producing 
valley and the Flinders Ranges and special attractions such 
as the Adelaide International Arts Festival reflects our 
success in this area. 
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It is also why we maintain the closest 
communication between both sides of industry with the 
result that industrial unrest is notably low in 
South Australia. 

We currently have about 10$ of the Australian 
work force but only some 2.5$ of days lost through 
industrial disputes." 

We are not intent on securing industrial 
development Just for the sake of it. 

It would be folly if we secured expansion 
we seek at the expense of our environment and of future 
generations. 

We will ensure that South Australia remains a 
good place in which to invest and a fine place in which 
to live. 

The Government is intent that Adelaide will 
not grow into the choking, unworkable sprawl of a Sydney. 

The capital's growth is to be limited to 1.3 
million people (from about 800,000 at present), and 
decentralisation encouraged. 

Planning is now well underway for the 
construction of the new city of Monarto, about 50 miles 
from Adelaide. 

This is the most important city development in 
Australia since the building of Canberra. It will not 
be another Canberra or imitation British New Town. 

It will be a uniquely Australian city, designed 
for our climate and way of life with its own industrial 
complex serviced by the metropolitan base. 

We are planning for the growth of two other 
regional centres in the northern cities of Whyalla, Port 
Augusta and Port Pirie and the South East Area containing 
Mount Gambier, Millieent and Naracoorte. 
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4. 
Within the metropolitan area itself we have acted 

to peg land prices to reasonable levels so that young families 
can afford a home of their own and are not priced out of the 
market as is happening east of us. 

In the mining field, prospects for the further growth 
of mineral production look very good. 

The mineral industry in South Australia dates 
almost from the founding of the State in 1836. The 
Glen Osmond silver-lead mines were the first metalliferous 
mines in Australia, discovered in 1841. 

Subsequent discoveries of copper near Adelaide led 
to Kapunda (1843)» Burra (1845). Wallaroo-Moonta (1860) 
and to the many mineral discoveries in the Flinders Ranges 
and elsewhere. These copper mining activities contributed very 
significantly to the State's economy in the 19th century. 

Though the copper mining prosperity of early 
South Australia ended with the closing of the Wallaroo-IIoonta 
field in 1923» iron ore from the Iliddleback Ranges became 
the dominant mineral of the 20th century. Iron Monarch was 
the basis on which the Australia iron and steel industry was 
founded by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company Limited in 
1915, and still provides about 60$ of the iron ore used in 
Australia; this in spite of the very large iron ore 
developments in Western Australia. 

In the post-war years there was a spectacular rise 
in the non-metallic mineral developments with salt, gypsum, 
limestone, dolomite, barite and tals, together with 
industrial minerals such a3 the construction materials, aggreg-
ates, clay sand, and many others. Construction materials 
must necessarily be mined close to the area of usage. It 
follows that a large proportion of these materials are 
derived from quarries and pits in the greater metropolitan 
area of Adelaide. 
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Mineral production in South Australia for 1972, 
the latest available, was valued at $123 million, of which 
iron ore contributed 855c1 or 45 per cent of the total. Also 
contributing significantly to this figure were the value 
of opal production (estimated at over $20 million) and 
natural gas ($10 million). Opal production has increased 
greatly in the last few years. 

The State is well enclosed with coastal sites 
suited to the production of salt by solar evaporation of 
sea water. These include salt fields of Imperial Chemical 
Industries of Australia and New Zealand Ltd. at Dry Creek, 
near Adelaide; the Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd. at Whyalla; 
Ocean Salt Pty. Ltd at Price, Yorke Peninsula; and 
Waratah Gypsum Pty. Ltd. at Lake MacDonnell on the far 
west coast. 

The Leigh Creek Coalfield, developed by the 
South Australian Government and operated by the Electricity 
Trust of South Australia, produces two million tons of coal 
annually. This, together with natural gas from the Cooper 
Basin, is used to generate almost the whole of the State's 
requirements of electric power. 

Activities of exploration companies in South 
Australia are being maintained at a reasonable level. As 
at 30th June 1973t there were 66 Special Mining Leases current, 
having a total area of 80,000 square kilometres, with 
43 companies involved. Current interest centres on 
exploration for sedimentary uranium, and coal and also for 
copper sediments of the Adelaide Geosyncline and in 
crystalline basement rocks of the Flinders Ranges and 
Gawler Platform. 
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Investigations by Utah Development of an area 
known to contain coal at Lake Phillipson near Coober Pedy, 
has been successful in outlining a substantial deposit of at 
lesfib 500 million tons of steam quality coal. This deposit 
is adjacent to the new railway route to Alice Springs. 

Systematic exploration in the Mount Gunson area, 
130 kilometres northwest of Port Augusta, by Pacminex, 
a subsidiary of C.3.R., has resulted in the discovery of an 
interesting copper deposit. 

Considerable interest has been shown in the 
development of potential markets for Australian jade from 
deposits near Cowell in Eyre Peninsula. 

The newly opened up copper mine of Kanmantoo Ltd. -
60 kilometres east of Adelaide - has now almost reached full 
production capacity of 750,000 tonnes of about 1$ sulphide 
copper ore per year and is planning to treat £ million 
tonnes of oxide copper ore in a separate flotation plant. 

At Burra, SaminLtd. has almost completed the 
installation of the Stage II treatment plant, and production 
should increase to 1,000 tonnes per day after the large pre-
roaster is commissioned in August or September. 

Adequate reserves of natural gas have been shown 
to exist to satisfy the Sydney market as well as the 
existing South Australian contracts. 

During the year ended 30th June 1973* 19 wells were 
completed, involving a total of 43»342 metres (155»320 feet) 
of drilling and resulting in three new gas discoveries at 
Burke No. 1, Dullingari No. 2 and Eanowana No. 1 Wells. 

The South Australian Department of Mines has been 
associated in various ways with these mineral developments; 
in providing basic information by way of reports and 
geological maps; by assessment and evaluation of 
exploration work throughout the State; and by preparation 
of new legislation and of supporting regulations, framed 
with the co-operation of the mineral industry and various 
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other interested organisations for the control and 
well-being of the mineral industry generally. 

Developments such as those I have outlined will 
ensure that South Australia secures further, properly 
controlled industrial and mining development. 
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