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DRAFT. 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER. HON. DON DUNSTAN. 
FOR. 

Q..C.. M.P.. RADIO 5-A.D. 

When I look back on the year 19&7» ^ realise that 
it has been for all South AustraliaiS year of fantastic 
achievement, a year which has made South Australia a very 
different place from what it was just twelve months ago. The 
early months of the year brought the opening of the first 
Totalizator Agency Board agency in this State and the drawing of 
the first South Australian State Lottery by my predecessor, 
Mr. Frank Walsh, just prior to his leaving office as Premier. 
Since then, a not inconsiderable sum has been accumulated in a 
special Hospitals Fund which, contrary to widely held opinion, 
is separate and distinct from Loan and Revenue monies normally 
paid to hospitals and in no way limits those monies. We have 
seen the introduction in South Australia of civilised licensing 
laws which have already become the envy of other States and which 

who 
even those/most Vigorously exercised their democratic rights in 
opposing change, now freely admit have not produced the anti-
social results feared.mcmiu'; 

We have seen in South Australia, a further year 
of 

enormous reform for the benefit of our citizens in such areas 
as Education, Social Welfare, Health and Hospitals, and indu3trial 
relations* £ae steps have been taken to give women full recognition 
in our community by the provision to the Industrial Commission 
of the power to write into any State Award, the requirement that 
equal pay should be paid for work of equal value. 

1967 has also seen further speedy progress towards 
the development of the State's vast natural gas deposits. The 
natural gas Pipeline Authority is now well advanced with plans 
preparatory to the calling of tenders for thê fĵ gj; stage of the 
construction of the pipeline. Natural gas tihutfgd be available 
in Adelaide by the target date of September, 1969. In the area 
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of Mining, we have also learned this year of the discovery of 
more than useful deposits of copper and zinc in South Australia. 

«4aMLr-with the discovery and develop-
ment of the State's natural resources goes the growth of industry 
within our boundaries. During the past year we have witnessed 
the implementation of a concerted set of policies ofl industrial 
development which are designed to ensure that in the future, 
South Australia* s economy is nowhere near so goegaaoAyc to 
fluctuations^in the motor vehicle and consumer durable industries 

f>rtv*e< vvs laji-t-v 
as it mi liny. Not the least important of these measures 
was the appointment for the first time of an outstandingly 
qualified industrialist as Director of Industrial Development. 

Twelve months ago, South Australia was experiencing 
an economic downturn due to the slump in markets for motor 
vehicles and consumer durables in other States, which was accom-
panied by unemployment at a level which no Government could 
tolerate. Today there is significantly less than 1 o f our 
estimated work force registered for work, a rate which is 
generally accepted by economists as indicating that the economy 
is at a better than full employment level. Furthermore, in 
most industries there is as much overtime available as our men 
and women are prepared to work. We can boast once again of 
our stable and contented work force because the past year has been 
notably free of time lost through industrial disputes. 

All these things can be listed as achievements of 
major consequence to South Australians in a year which will always 
be 

significant in South Australian history — a year in which one 
of South Australia's greatest sons, Sir Mellis Napier, retired 
from the position as Chief Justice to be succeeded by another 
jurist of world eminence, Dr. John Bray. 

But I have no doubt that by far the most significant 
achievement in South Australia during 1967 has been the degree of 
co-operation between Government and citizens in a matter of vital 
importance which must be a source of envy to people everywhere. 
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We have "been faced with a drought more severe than any other 
in the past years. Whilst in Victoria and elsewhere it 
was deemed necessary to impose repressive legal restrictions on 
the use of water, we sought and obtained your unqualified support 
in voluntarily not wasting water. So great has this effort 
been 

on your part, and so successful this co—operation between us, 
that I am confident that with continued careful use of water we 
shall get through the summer without compulsory restrictions on 
the use of water. You have also strongly supported the 
Government in its attempts to obtain from the Governments of the 
Commonwealth, Victoria and New South Wales, assurances that 
adequate supplies of water to meet this State's needs will be 
guaranteed, and in this I am sure that our united voice has been 
successful. 

In so many ways then, 1967 has been a landmark in 
this State's history. I am confident that in 1968 we shall be 
rewarded because of the diligence and resourcefulness of our 
citizens. 

On behalf of my wife, my family, and myself, I 
want to take this opportunity of expressing to all of you and 
your families our best wishes for a joyous Christmas and a 
Prosperous and Successful New Year. 
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