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PRESS RELEASE 
P.S.A. MELBOURNE ; 8.9.68 DON DUNSTAN M.P. 

In the Australian community there are still wide spread signs 
that Asian immigration and inter-marriage between European and 
aborigines and Europeans and Asian and Pacific Island immigrants 
cause dismay and distrust. 

Although it is fashionable today to assign to economic causes 
the White Australia Policy adopted by all political parties in the 
last century and still enforced to a substantial extent today -
today an examination of what was said at the time of the evolving 
of this policy reveals that its mainspring was in fear of what was 
different and unknown, a distaste for different customs and outlooks 
and a fear of inter-racial marriage. 

At the same time the history of aborigine policy in Australia 
was that our European forbears had an arrogant but complete lack 
of understanding of the value of aborigine culture, were unable to 
understand or appreciate what was different and feared and derided 
inter-racial marriage. 

Today, to much of the European community in Australia, to be 
an aboriginal half-caste is to have a slur on ones character. 

That this should be so is an indictment not only of the reason 
and understanding of Australian people but of our own emotional 
immaturity. There is nothing whatever in inter-racial marriage 
which should cause distress or disturbance from the mere fact that 
it is a mating of people with different skin. There is no reason 
why aborigine people should not intermarry with Europeans. There 
is no reason why Asian and Pacific immigrants should not intermarry 
similarly. There is no reason to exclude from our country people 
who have a different colour of skin, where their background would 
otherwise allow them to fit successfully into our community. The 
excuses now offered for maintaining this as a European island 
surrounded by people of different colour is that elsewhere in European 
societies without immigration restrictions on coloured immigrants 
racial tension and violence has occured. This excuse ignores two 
things. The first is that multiracial communities do exist elsewhere 
successfully, particularly in Hawaii and in Central and South America, 
ihe second is that the racial violence that has happened in America 
stems from causes relating to the history of negro slavery and the 
economically depressed position of negroes in that country and in 
breat Britain racial violence has been sparked off by competition 
for oobs and housing by a group, which is, because of pigmentation 
of skin, discernably different. But if we plan immigration in 
Australia adequately those conditions need not arise here. 

mil1+.,The.r?al reluctance in Australia freely to accept a cosmopolitan 
multiracial community where difference in colour of skin is a matter 
of no remark lies in the fear and insecurity in most people in this 
country of what they do not know or understand. 

It is long past the time when the church on this score undertook 
it as a duty to bring Australian people to their senses and set about 
eliminating prejudice as stupid as it is unchristian. 
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