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PRESS RELEASE BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION. 
THE HON. DON DUNS TAN. Q,. C .. M.P. . 15/10/68. 

The Bill introduced, "by a former Attorney-General in 
the Legislative Council, to slightly increase the franchise 
of the voters to the Council, is an affront to the principles 
of representative Government, The Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Dunstan, said today. 

"Government means participation "by the people, and 
there is no justification for perpetuating the anomaly 
of the restricted franchise for the Upper House. 

"It is clear that this Bill is an attempt "by the L.C.L., 
not only to "bolster up its waning fortunes, "but to continue 
as it has repeatedly been in the past, a Party representative 
of sectional interests." 

Mr. Dunstan said: "The history of the Liberal Party's 
attitude in the Upper House was clearly demonstrated when the 
Labor Party was in power from 1965 to 1968, when a number 
of measures for which the people had voted were emasculated 
in the Upper House. 

"It is patently clear that the L.C.L. does not propose 
to make the Legislative Council a house of review like the 
House of Lords is, but instead proposes in its characteristic 
manner to maintain its control over legislation passed by the 
Lower House. 

"After the 1965 elections," Mr. Dunstan said, "the Labor 
Party, acting on its mgyadate, passed several Bills in the Lower 
House, which were blocked by the Legislative Council who were 
representatives of a small section of the community, thereby 
frustrating the general will of the people. 

"We are living in an age and a society when it is 
obvious that the public want Government by the people and for 
the people, and in consequence it is imperative that every 
individual should have a voice in the regulation of his affairs. 

"The Labor Party is dedicated to the cause of mankind' 
in that every man should have an equal right to choose the 
Government he wants and to reject the Government he does not 
want." 

Mr. Dunstan said: "I assure the people of South Australia 
that as Leader of the Labor Party, I shall continue to vindicate 
the right of every individual to participate in Government." 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



PRESS RELEASE BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION. 
THE HON. DON DUNSTAN. Q.C.. M.P. 11-10^T 

The Bill introduced by a former Attorney-General in 
the Legislative Council, to slightly increase the franchise 
of the voters to the Council, is an affront to the principles 
of representative Government, The Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. Dunstan said today. 

"Government means participation by the people, and 
there is no justification for perpetuating the anomaly 
of the restricted franchise for the Upper House. 

"It is clear that this Bill is an attempt by the L.C.L., 
not only to bolster up its waning fortunes, but to continue 
as it has repeatedly been in the past, a party representative 
of sectional interests." 

Mr. Dunstan said: "The history of the Liberal Party's 
attitude in the Upper House was clearly demonstrated when the 
Labor Party was in power from 1965 to 1968, when a number 
of measures for which the people had voted were emasculated 
in the Upper House. 

"It is patently clear that the L.C.L. does not propose 
to make the Legislative Council a house of review like the 
House of Lords is, but instead proposes in its characteristic 
manner to maintain its control over legislation passed by the 
Lower House. 

"After the 1965 elections," Mr. Dunstan said, "the Labor 
Party, acting on its mandate, passed several Bills in the Lower 
House, which were blocked by the Legislative Council who were 
representatives of a small section of the community, thereby 
frustrating the general will of the people. 

"We are living in an age and a society when it is 
obvious that the public want Government by the people and for 
the people, and in consequence it is imperative that every 
individual should have a voice in the regulation of his 
affairs. 

"The Labor Party is dedicated to the cause of mankind 
in that every man should have an equal right to choose the 
Government he wants and to reject the Government he does not 
want." , 

Mr. Dunstan said: "I assure the people of South Australia 
that as Leader of the Labor Party, I shall continue to vindicate 
the right of every individual to participate in Government." 
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