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PHESS KELEASE BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, HON DUNSTAN, 

Q.C., M.P., 1ST JULY, 1969. 

We ought to approach Adelaide's traffic problems 
today with the same vision that Colonel Light showed in planning 
Adelaide to keep the way open for use of new means of transport 
not as yet current. If we tie ourselves completely to plans 
relying on private automobile transport almost entirely, then we 
will destroy Adelaide as a beautiful city and construct a system 
which will be obsolete by the time it is finished, since it is 
now generally recognized that one cannot, without limit, pour 
private motor cars 011 to metropolitan roads. 

The reason why people prefer private motor cars to 
existing forms of public transport is that existing public 
transport does not provide sufficient flexibility in pick-up, 
is not fast-moving enough, does not provide individuality in 
setting down passengers and therefore cannot compete in flexib-
ility with the private motor car Journey. 

Future public transport will concentrate on providing 
greater flexibility and speed, eventually aiming at providing 
public facilities for individual Journeys. The techniques for 
achieving this in the foreseeable future are already established. 
One of the essential things for us to do is to provide rights-of-
way for public transport for the future. If we commit all 
our money to the proposed scheme of freeways in Adelaide, we wî .1 
not be able to provide sufficient exclusive rights-of-way for 
public transport. 

The first steps tov/ards the system of more flexible' 
public transport can already be taken. The "dial a 'bus" system 
which allows for much more individual pick-up in small 'buses 

i 

is already operable and has been recommended for immediate 
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development in Atlanta, Georgia. We should be experimenting 
in this area now and not merely copying what was done for 
United States cities fifteen and twenty years ago and which 
United States cities find is not solving their transport 
problems. 

We must take care also that in committing ourselves 
on future transport in Adelaide, we provide for those people in 
the community who are never likely to be able to rely on private 
motor car transport. 

A very real social problem now existing in the 
United States is the difficulties which are facing the old and , 
the poor in the community in being able to move about adequately 
in an urban area when the public transport system has declined 
as ours has started to do. 

The lesson for Adelaide is let us keep the way openj 
let us learn from other people's mistakes and not repeat them; . 
let us take advantage now of newly developing technologies 
as a first step rather than spend billions to use them in 
twenty years time to correct mistakes we need not have made. 
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