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RECEIPTS STAMP DUTY 

(Statement for the Hon. the Treasurer) 

The arrangements are»-
1. The Commonwealth will legislate within the next few days to 

validate the duty which is of the nature of an excise and which 
applies to receipts from 18th Noyembe'r, 1969 to 30th September, 

1970. 

2. Both Commonwealth and State receipts stamp duties will cease 
from 1st October, 1970. Legislation will be introduced shortly 
to ratify the cessation of State receipts stamp duty. 

3. All duties which are of an excise nature (i.e. which relate to 
payments for new goods produced in Australia) upon receipts from 
18th November, 1969 to 30th September, 1970, and which have not 
already been paid to the State, must be paid as returns fall due 
and should be paid immediately on the passing of the Commonwealth 
legislation if already overdue. 
All duties which are not of an excise nature upon all receipts 
since the commencing date of 1st February, 1969. up to the 30th 
September, 1970, and which have not already been paid to the 
State, must be paid as returns fall due and immediately if over-
due . 

5. Those persons not registered to pay duty under the return 
system, who have not already stamped all records of receipts of 
$10 or more since the commencing date of 1st February, 1969» up 
to 30th September, 1970, must do so forthwith. 

6.. The Commonwealth will reimburse the State for the duty which 
the State will not be able to collect during .1970-71 as a 

__ ,_._=consequence of the cessation of all receipts stamp duties from 
e'-j"aao.uri:t̂ lnv:615̂ d̂ ls-~y.e.t--toj'b'e -agreed" . .. 

~ : "'between'* the'Commonwealth" and State Treasuries but It "is expected 
to be about 000.,.000. 

7; For the subsequent four years the Commonwealth will reimburse 
the State by incorporating in the base financial assistance gram 
the estimated aggregate revenue derivable from receipts stamp 
duty for a full year in 1970-71. and will increase that amount 
in accordance with the formula applying to the grant. The base 
amount is yet to be agreed between the Commonwealth and State 
Treasuries but it is expected to be nearly >171000,000, and to 
increase by something like 10$ to 12% per annum. 

8. The Commonwealth and the States may in due course consult as 
to whether any portion of receipts stamp duty may be re-imposed 
on a common basis, and any revenues derived thereby will be an 
offset against the reimbursement grants. 

9. In accordance with the undertaking given by the previous 
Government the State will refund any duty of an excise nature 
which was paid under protest or objection and related to receipt: 
prior to 18th November, 1969• will also treat any duty of 
an excise nature which related to receipts after 28th October, 196$ 
and prior to 18th November,1969» as paid under objection whether 
formally notified as so paid or not, and will make refunds upon 
application. The aggregate of these refunds may be of the orde: 
of $4-00,000 in all. Refunds will be made upon application 
giving an adequate analysis of the transactions Involved and 
certified either by a statutory declaration or in such other 
fashion as the Commissioner of Stamps may deem proper. 
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The Premier (Hon. D.A. Dunstan) said today that his Government 
would fully honour the undertakings of the previous Government 
regarding refunds of receipts stamp duties in certain specified 
circumstances when the new Commonwealth Receipts Duty legislation 
has been passed. The Government would also take the appropriate 
action administratively, and if necessary legislatively, to "ensure 
that no person would he required to pay State duty as well as 
Commonwealth duty. 

The majority decision of the High Court held the State duty to 
be an excise and therefore invalid so far as it applied to payments 
for new goods produced or manufactured in Australia. The State 
duty continues to be lawful upon payments for second-hand goods and 
for goods produced or manufactured outside Australia. It remains 
valid and effective upon payments for all services, for fees, 
commissions, interest, dividends, rents, and other charges; upon 
payments and repayments of loans and other debts; upon payments 
for land and real property; and in fact upon all those payments 
specified in the State Act and not specifically exempted, except 
only payments for new goods produced or manufactured in Australia. 

Whereas the new Commonwealth duty is to be retrospective to 
18th November last to the extent that State duties have not been 
paid upon receipts since that date, the great majority of taxpayers 
have continued their payments to the State including where new" gocda 
produced in Australia are concerned. This is, of course, a sensible 
proceeding and ordinarily convenient both to the taxpayer and 
the Government. 

The previous Government has made a series of statements making 
it clear that the extent of invalidity was limited to new" 
goods produced in Australia. Any taxpayer who may have wished, 
notwithstanding the Commonwealth announcement of its pending retro-
spective legislation, not to pay State tax which related to°sucb new 
goods, naturally had the responsibility of dissecting his receipts 
appropriately and making payments to the extent the State duty s:tj3 3 
applies. 

There are a number of taxpayers who have made payments of stamp 
duty under objection or protest. To the extent"that the duty so 
paid under protest has related to new goods produced in Australia, 
the Government proposes to authorise refunds, but, in view of the 
Commonwealth retrospective provisions, only in respect of such 
transactions prior to 18th November, 1969. Any refund, if made for 
a subsequent transaction, would automatically attract equivalent 
Commonwealth duty. 

In addition, following a promise made by the previous Govern-
ment during October last, the Government is prepared to regard as 
paid under protest or objection duties paid after October 28th last 
which related to money received after that date and before the 
commencement date of the Commonwealth duty, so long as they related 
to new goods produced in Australia. 

The refund procedure will ordinarily reouire a statutory 
declaration by the applicant together with appropriate dissections 
of receipts. No refunds have yet been made and none will be 
practicable until the precise details of the Commonwealth legisDation 
are known and enacted. The refunds will then be made as quickly as 
possible. 
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Mr. Dunstan said he understood that the Commonwealth 
legislation, in order to "be entirely uniform between States, 
includes a few exemptions not given in the State Act. These 
include interest on securities of some public authorities and 
receipts of building societies. His Government would propose 
to adopt those exemptions for State purposes after the 
Commonwealth Act comes into effect, for otherwise the State 
would be requiring those people to pay the duty to it 
notwithstanding the Commonwealth exemption. 

3rd June, 1970. 
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