
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0701
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Press statement - Chief Secretary and Minister of Health (Mr Shard) - Home for
Incurables

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0701

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



PRESS STATEMENT; 2. 12. 70. 

FROM: CHIEF SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF HEALTH (MR. SHARD). 

SUBJECT: HOME FOR INCURABLES. 

The Chief Secretary and Minister of Health (Mr. Shard) today 

announced the Government would spend $11m. on a major expansion 

project for the Home for Incurables at Fullarton. 

He said the development would be carried out over a five to eight 

year period and would increase the home's bed accommodation from 

400 to 800. 

"The Government realises the importance of caring for the incurably 

sick, and hopes that its move will assist the Home, which has 

been operating under considerable pressure for some time," he said. 

"At the moment its waiting list is longer than the number of beds 

it has to offer. 

"The Home is an important nurse training centre and will undoubtedly 

play an increasingly important role in the State's health services." 

Mr. Shard said the expansion programme would be carried out in 

two main stages, with other smaller extensions and additions 

bein^ constructed concurrently. 

"The first stage involves the construction of a $>1.6m. 3-storey 

South Wing, which will contain 150 beds. 

"It will combine with the present Rotary Wing and provide a total 

of 200 beds. 

"The $7.5m. second stage involves the demolition of the obselete 

East Wing, which at present consists of a number of substandard 

wards. 

"It will be replaced by a new 5-storey wing containing 400 beds, 

as well as service and kitchen facilities and a cafeteria." 

Mr. Shard said that these two wings, combined with the present 

West Wing, would give the Home BOO beds. 

"A new nursing home, and extensions to the present one, will be 

built while the new wings are under construction," he said. 
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"The new quarters, costing $1.53111., will allow the number of nurses 

and nurses attendants to be lifted from 220 to almost 450." 

Mr. Shard stressed that all the new buildings would be designed 

to fit in with the Home's character . 

"One of the centre's highlights is its pleasant surroundings and 

and garden, and the Governments wants to ensure these are preserved 

Mr. Shard said he hoped work on the project would start next year. 

The president of the Home for Incurables (Mr. J. C. Irwin) expresse 

delight and relief at the Government's decision to play a major 

role its development. 

'".'3 will now be able to take in an increased number of needy and 

deserving cases," he said. 

"The lack of adequate accommodation has been a major worry to us, 

particularly as our . our waiting list is growing all the time. 

"In fact I am certain that this long waiting list has deterred 

a number of people from applying for entrance to the home." 

Mr. Irwin said that while the Government would provide the finance 

necessary for the new buildings, the Home would provide the 

$600,000 to $700,000 required for equiping the extensions. 
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PRESS STATEMENT; 2. 12.. 70; 

FROM: CHIEF SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF HEALTH (MR. SHARD). 

SUBJECT: HOME FOR INCURABLES. 

The Chief Secretary and Minister of Health (Mr-.- Shard) today 

announced the Government would spend $11m. on a major expansion 

project for the Home for Incurables at Fullarton, 

He said the development would be carried out over a five to eight 

year period and would increase the home's bed accommodation from 

400 to 800.-

"The Government realises the importance of caring for the incurably 

sick, and hopes that its move will assist the Home, which has 

been operating under considerable pressure for some time," he said. 

"At the moment its waiting list is longer than the number of beds 

it has to offer. 

"The Home is an important nurse training centre and: will undoubtedly 

play ah incr=e_ajsing.ly important role in the State's health services." 

Mr. Shard said the expansion-programmer wo;uld_ be carried out in 

two main stages, with other smaller extensions and additions 

being constructed concurrently. 

"The first stage involves the construction of a $1,6m. 3-storey 

South Wing, which will contain-150 beds. 
j 

"It will combine with the present Rotary Wing and provide a total 

of 200 beds. 

"The $1.5m. second stage involves the demolition of the obselete 

East Wing, which at present consists of a number of sub-standard 

wards. 

"It will be replaced by a new 5-storey wing containing 400 beds, 

as well as service and kitchen facilities and a cafeteria." 

Mr. Shard said that these two wings, combined with the present 

West Wing, would give .the Home 800 beds. 

"A new nursing home, and extensions to the present one, will be 

bu^flt while the new wings are^:under construction," he said. 
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"The new quarters, costing $1.53m., will allow the number of nurses 

and nurses attendants to be lifted from 220 to almost 450." 

Mr. Shard stressed that all the new buildings would be designed 

to fit in with the Home's character . 

"One of the centre's highlights is its pleasant surroundings and 

and garden, and the Governments wants to ensure these are preserved 

Mr. Shard said he hoped work on the project would start next year. 

The president of the Home for Incurables (Mr. J. C. Irwin) expresse 

delight and relief at the Government's decision to play a.major 

role its development. 

•'->. will now be able to take in an increased number of needy and 

deserving cases," he said. 

"The lack of adequate accommodation has been a major worry to us, 

particularly as our our waiting list is growing all the time. 

"In fact I am certain that this long waiting list has deterred 

a number of people from applying for entrance to the home." 

Mr. Irwin said that while the Government would provide the finance 

neccrsary for the new buildings, the Home would provide the 

1600,000 to $700,000 required for equiping the extensions. 
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