
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0761
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Press statement for the ABC Country Hour - Land Tax

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0761

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



\ 1 t PRESS STATEMENT FROM THE PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN Û ^ 
FOR THE A.B.C. COUNTRY HOUR. 

SUBJECT: LAND TAX. 

The SA Government is doing all it can to assist the primary 
producers of this State, although its powers in this are somewhat 
limited and effective action on a large scale can only be taken 
by the Federal Government. 

There are several points that I would like to make concerning 
land tax, as I believe that the facts of the matter have become 
obscured over the last few weeks. 

For instance, there seems to be some misunderstanding about 
the relationship between the recent re-assessment of land values 
)̂and the revised rates of land tax. 

u 

The fact is that land values are re-assessed every five 
years regardless of which party is in power, and this has been 
the case for over thirty years. 

Land values have generally increased over every five year 
period, and they have increased overall since 1965» despite the 
fact that they are lower now than they were in 1968. 

The regular assessment was due in the middle of last year 
but because the Government recognised the severity of the rural 
recession it extended the assessment period to include sales made 
between July and December of last year. 

This extension was responsible for lowering the valuations 
in most areas of the State, particularly those worst hit by the 
problems of the wheat and wool industries. 

For instance: The unimproved value of one property at Tatiara 
in 1965 was $36 per acre; in July 1970 its value had increased to 
$4-6 per acre, but because of the extension to December the assess-
ment value was in fact $37 per acre. And one property at Freeling 
was valued at $32 per acre in 1965; $50 per acre July 1970 and 
$37 in December. 
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2. 
As well as this extension which provided such clear reductions 

in assessments the Government has brought in a new schedule of 
rates for land tax, which made new and significant concessions 
to 95% of the State's primary producers. 

The special exemption to primary producers of $5,000 has 
been retained, and there is a new partial exemption on all 
properties up to 812,500 which includes over 31,000 of the 48,000 
single rural holdings in South Australia. This means that the 
tax payable on nearly two-thirds of the State's single rural 
holdings is less than $17.98 

Further new concessions include the reduction by two-fifths 
of the existing rates of tax on all holdings with an unimproved 
value of up to $40,000 and a rebate of 2c. in each $10 on all 
holdings over $40,000. 

Every primary producer in the State has benefited from these 
concessions and will pay much less land tax than he would have if 
the situation had been left as it was. 

In fact, in many cases, although the valuations have risen 
substantially since 1965* the amount of land tax payable has 
decreased because of the Government's concessions. 

And the estimated revenue from land tax is expected to fall 
considerably this year. 

The Government is truly aware of the problems facing primary 
producers and will continue to do all it can to relieve their 
hardship. 
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