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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL, MR. L.J. KING. Q.C.. M.P. 

SUBJECT: Education Spending. .22/4/71, 

Major improvements in education in South Australia have been made 
in the past year, the Attorney-General, Mr. King, said today. 
Mr. King, House of Assembly Member for Coles, was refuting claims by 
the Opposition Leader, Mr. Hall. 
Mr* Hall alleged that a wrong impression about Government schools 
spending had been given in a pamphlet distributed in the Coles district. 
A reference in this pamphlet from Mr. King to a budget increase 
of 23% should have been 16.2%, Mr. Hall said. 
Mr. Hall's chagrin at the improvement in the performance of the 
Labor Government in the field of education over that of his own 
Government has misled him into making unfounded statements, Mr. King 
said. 
"Mr. Hall's energies and concern for the state of education in 
South Australia would be better applied to assisting our campaign 
to secure urgently needed increased Federal grants for our 
schools than by misguided and inaccurate statistical pettiness." 
The fact was that if one compared budget provision with budget 
provision the increase in education spending for the Education 
was about 23%. 
If one compared actual expenditure with likely actual expenditure 
the increase for the Department was about 22%. 
Mr. King said he had checked this matter with the Education 
Minister, Mr. Hudson. 
ii 
The Minister has informed me it is not, at this stage, possible 

to give a completely accurate figure for actual spending because 
this will depend on the award to be made by the Teachers Salaries 
Board. 
"Mr. Hudson told me, however, that the award will mean that the 
increase in the actual expenditure this year will be between 21% 
and 24%. 
Mr. King added: "It is noteworthy that, in his haste to make a 
quick and essentially meaningless debating point, however, he 
manipulates the figures, Mr. Hall has demonstrated that the 
Labor Government, in just one year, has very substantially 
increased spending on schools. 
"This is a striking indictment of the previous Government's 
policy, out of the mouth of the Opposition Leader himself. 
"The improvements we have implemented are not confined merely 
to increased expenditure - to a level of $77.6M. - but also 
embrace moire efficient administrative procedures and a much 
more sympathetic approach to education problems.". 
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