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1133 
PRESS RELEASE FROM THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, MR. CASEY. 

Restriction of Sales of Fireworks 17/8/71 

Cabinet has decided to restrict the sale of certain 
categories of explosive-type fireworks now freely available 
to the public, the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Casey) 
announced today. 

Mr. Casey said that the Government, in common with a 
wide cross-section of the general public, had become 
increasingly concerned at reports of accidents due to fire-
works which resulted in personal injury and damage to 
property. A large proportion of these accidents involved 
children and young people each year, and press reports 
indicated that they were caused mainly through careless 
handling or misuse of fireworks. 

"I have also been greatly distressed at instances of 
sadistic cruelty involving the deliberate maiming and 
terrifying of domestic animals and birds by fireworks," 
Mr. Casey said. 

"After I announced my intention to conduct an investi-
gation into the availability and use of fireworks earlier 
this year, I received numerous letters from a wide range of 
private citizens and organizations urging more severe 
restrictions, and even complete bans, on the sale of fire-
works generally", he said. 

"As a result of my enquiries, I was convinced that 
there is a need - and certainly a general community desire -
for tighter curbs on their distribution and sale to the 
public." 

Mr. Casey said that after discussions with the major 
distributors, he had taken up the matter with Cabinet, 
which believed that it would be unreasonable to ban the 
sale to the public of all kinds of fireworks. It considered, 
however, that the unrestricted sale of certain categories -
in particular, "bombs", "cannons", "bangers" and some 
other types of explosive fireworks containing a high 
proportion of gunpowder - which were now freely available 
over the counter to the public (including children) should 
be discontinued, and that the availability of these 
categories should in future be limited to approved and 
responsible bodies or organizations for use only under 
strict supervision in organized displays. He had studied 
reports by the Director of Chemistry and Chief Inspector 
of Explosives on the potential hazards of various types 
of fireworks, and it had been decided that cannons, 
"bangers" and "bungers" 2" or more in length, or containing 
one gram or more of gunpowder, should be prohibited from 
sale to the public. In addition, other types sold under 
the names of jumping jack, jack in the box and various 
kinds of mines, were likely to be banned. 

Regulations under the Explosives Act to give effect 
to Cabinet's decision would be drafted immediately. 

The Minister said that it must not be assumed, because 
certain types of fireworks were being withdrawn from sale 
to the public, that other categories were safe. He emphasized 
that all fireworks were potentially dangerous and must be 
handled with the utmost care. He appealed to parents to 
exercise strict control over the types of fireworks which 
their children purchased, and to ensure that the children 
were under responsible supervision at all times when fire-
works were being lit and discharged. 
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