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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUN5TAN. 
3/12/71. 

NORTH ADELAIDE PLAINS WATER. 

The Premier and Mines Minister, Mr. Dunstan, warned today there was 

still a need for extreme care in consumption of North Adelaide 

Plains water. 

Mr, Dunstan said that, because of the wet winter and the very mild 

spring, usage of water had fallen substantially. 

At present the actual consumption was nearly one thousand million 

gallons below the quota to the end of November. 

But with a normal or hot summer ahead and the quota period ending on 

June 30, 1972, there was still need for extreme care in water consumption, 

Mr. Dunstan said that he wished to make it clear to growers that if by 

careful control of their water usage they were able to achieve a saving 

on their quota allocations, this would not affect their quotas for 

subsequent years. 

He said that the behaviour of the underground water table was being 

closely watched in relation to consumption of water and if the basin 

showed signs of stabilisation or recovery then it would be claimed that 

the present quotas were achieving their purpose. 

However, if the declining levels continued then there would be no 

alternative but to reduce the quotas for the subsequent period. 

He emphasised however, that any new restrictions would be based on the 

existing quotas not on the amount of water actually consumed. 

Mr. Dunstan said market gardening in the North Adelaide Plains was a 

most valuable industry and the Government would take all possible 

steps to ensure that the underground basin was properly protected. 
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