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PRESS RELEASE FROM TRAMSPORT MINISTER. MR. VIRGO 

The expert committee ost up to examine problems associated 
with the checking of blood alcohol levels in people involved 
in road accidents would have the widest discretion in its 

» i 

investigations, the Roads and Transport Minister, Mr. Virgo* 
said today* 

The committee, under the chairmanship of Mr. Donald Beard 
of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, began mootings 
loot month. 

Sir. Virgo said ho had told committee members they would have 
the broadest possible scope to follow their enquiries. 

"The Government aet up this committee after consultation with 
the A.M.A. so tie could get the best advice possible on any 
measures we can adopt which will cut the present appalling road 
toll0. 

nI hove asked the Committee to look into ell aapecto of the 
problem of drink and the driver end give ue the benefit of their 
advice*, £lr. Virgo aaid. 

Proposals providing wider powers to deal with the growing problem 
of drinking drivers had been criticised in some quartern for 
not going far enough, and elsewhere for infringing personal 
liberties. 

"The Government desires to re-introduce measures to tighten 
thd low. We want to get the best advice available to ensure 
that it is the most practicable and workable legislation 
possible". 

"The committee io continuing its investigations end I*o cure 
their final recommendations will be of the utmost vaiuo in 
onouring this", Wr. Virgo eoid. 
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