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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 

OIL DISPUTE. 24.7.72 

The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today appealed to the Prime Minister, 
Mr. McMahon, for the Federal Government to use its good offices 
to bring an end to the present oil industry dispute. 

Mr. Dunstan sent the following telegram to Mr. McMahon:-

"The S.A. Government urges you to use your good offices in 
bringing the parties to the present oil industry dispute to 
the conference table before national economy gravely dis-
rupted and millions of Australians suffer hardship". 

Contents of the telegram were also being communicated to Mr. 
McMahon in Adelaide tonight. 

Mr, Dunstan said that throughout the dispute the President of 
the A.C.T.U. had been tireless in his efforts to bring about a 
solution, as again demonstrated today by his announcement 
concerning emergency supplies by Australian oil suppliers. 

He said this contrasted strongly with the Federal Government's 
absence from the field. 

Mr. Dunstan said that in industrial disputes the State 
Government had consistently refused to take sides, but had made 
every endeavour to get the parties together. 

"It is noticeable now that although the economy as a whole, 
and the jobs of many thousands are threatened, the Federal 
Government still does nothing other than to urge the oil 
companies not to confer." 

"The conclusion is inescapable." 
"The Federal Government wants industrial unrest, and when, last 
Friday, an appeal was made by Mr. Hawke that the Employers 
come to the conference table with the A.C.T.U., this was 
rejected collusively." 
"The Federal Government wants industrial unrest because the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues believe - erroneously - that 
this will help their prospects for re-election." 
"Nothing could be more cynical or more irresponsible." 
"Mr. McMahon should play his part in bringing about a settlement 
rather than just sitting on the sidelines while Australia grinds 
to a halt", the Premier said. 
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