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PRESS STATEMENT DY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 

MURRAY NEW TOWN. 17.11.72 

Mr. Dunstan said that the Act of Parliament establishing the new 
city provided for a site not exceeding 16,000 hectares (about 62 
square miles) within thirty kilometres of Murray Bridge Post 
Office. 

A special meeting of Executive Council assented to the legislation 
yesterday evening. 

The Premier said that the site had been recommended by the State 
Planning Authority because: 

* It was sufficient for a population of 200,000. 

* Its soil was suitable for building and for the establish-
ment of gardens. 

* It was close to the route of the South East freeway. 

* It had a varied and interesting topography and included 
areas of existing vegetation which could be retained 
as natural parkland. 

* The new city's industries could be serviced by the main 
Adelaide to Melbourne railway which runs through the 
area 

* Water supply was provided through the Murray Bridge to 
Onkaparinga pipeline. 

* 
* It had good drainage. 

The proximity of Murray Bridge would mean that a closer 
relationship could be maintained between the old and new 
towns during the new city's development. 

A FIRST FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Mr. Dunstan said that Murray New Town would be the first new major 
city to be built in Australia since the establishment of Canberra. 

"It gives South Australia the chance to set urbon development .. L 
standards of world class. 

"We have learned from the mistakes of town planners in Australia and 
in other parts of the world, and we now have the chance of showing 
others what can be done. 

"Building new cities requires of both Government and people, talent, 
imagination and vision, and these are the qualities we will bring to 
bear in the planning and building of Murray New Town. 
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,!It will be a people's city, designed for people, their families, 
their education, their health, their comfort, and their leisure. 

"It will be a lively city, and one in which new standards will be 
set in planning, architecture, civic design, industrial design, 
and work area design." 

FIVE MAJOR RESEARCH. PROJECTS. UNDERWAY 

Mr. Dunstan said that currently five major research projects were 
underway concerning the development of the new city. 

They were under the supervision of the Chairman of the Murray New 
Town Steering Committee, Mr. R.D. Bakewell. 

The Research projects covered: 
* The type of authority to be selected to build the city 

which could be a Commission such as the National Capital 
Development Commission in Canberra, the State Planning 
Authority, the Housing Trust, or something of a completely 
new nature. 

* An analysis of the various options open to the new town in 
the establishment of effective relationships with local 
government in the area, and of how the new population con 
be quickly involved in decision-making about their new city, 

* The kinds of land tenure that may be used for the allotment 
of land, in the new city, having regard to Australian and 
overseas experience in similar developments. 

* The incentives needed to give the new city as'broad an 
economic base as possible. 

* Social development and planning in the new city, 

Mr. Dunstan said that the Murray New Town Steering Committee will 
continue to operate and co-ordinate as well as supervise the various 
projects under its control, while the State Planning Authority will 
acquire the areas necessary to enable the town to be launched. 

When the type of development authority had been selected, the 
Steering Committee would be disbanded. 

He said that the Government will appoint a full time officer to act 
as a co~ordinator with both the State Planning Authority and the 
Steering Committee. 

Discussions were already underway with a number of major industries 
concerning their possible establishment in the new city area. 
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