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V 

PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 
REDCLIFFS COMPLEX. 

Representatives of two international consortia co-operatively 
studying the establishment of a $300 million petrochemical 
complex at Redcliffs, have delivered a letter of intent to the 
Premier, Mr. Dunstan, and to Santos-Delhi as representatives 
of the Cooper Basin gas producers. (This is in addition to 
letters of intent previously delivered by the Dow Company.) 

Announcing this today, the Premier said the two consortia are 
Alcoa of Australia, ICI Australia and the Mitsubishi Corporation, 
representing several Japanese companies, in a petrochemical 
consortium5 and Showa Oil Company, Niigata Engineering Company 
and Okura Trading Company in a refinery consortium. 

The first consortium is undertaking a feasibility study into the 
building of four plants to produce, caustic soca/chlorine, 
ethylene, ethylene dichloride (EDC) and polythene, based on 
natural gas from the Cooper Basin. 

The second consortium is undertaking a study based on processing 
the Cooper Basin liquid petroleum fractions, and possibly imported 
crude oil, for the production of motor spirit and other refinery 
products. 

A spokesman for the consortia said today that, through the local 
ownership in Alcoa and ICI, the Australian public would hare an 
effective participation of at least 30 percent in the petro-
chemical consortium and there was a likelihood of more than 50 
percent Australian participation in the refinery consortium. 

He said the petrochemical consortium was studying a proposal to 
build plants of the order of scale reported from Tokyo last week. 
These were 420,000 tons of caustic soda, 250,000 tons of ethylene, 
500,000 tons of EDC and a substantial but undisclosed tonnage 
of polythene, to come on line in 1977. 

The greater part of this production would be consumed in Australia, 
but particularly in the early years there would be a surplus of 
EDC and polythene, which would be exported to Japan and South-
East Asia. 
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Host of the caustic soda would be used by Alcoa for alumina 
production in Australia. ilDC is an intermediate product in the 
production of PVC and the ethylene would be used in the 
manufacture of both EDO and polythene. 

The petrochemical plants would cost $170 million and it had 
been estimated that about $120 million of this would be spent in 
Australia, mainly in S.A. 

In addition, the refinery would cost up to $90 million and the 
power station and infrastructure a further $50 million. These 
projects would also have a substantial local content. 

He said that South Australian suppliers, fabricators and 
construction labour would be given the opportunity to tender for 
a large part of the complex. 

It is estimated that the project would involve a two-year 
construction period and at least 2,500 men would be employed on, 
and associated with, the site; reaching a peak of 4,500 for a 
period of six months. 

When production commenced the plants would provide employment 
for more than 1000 people. 

He said that the two consortia would work together, and in 
conjunction with the S.A. Department of Environment and Conser-
vation, to conduct an environmental impact study in the Redcliff 
area. 
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