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V^ PRESS STATEMENT ^ 
FOR RELEASE 2 P.M. WEDNESDAY, 20 FEBRUARY, 1974. 
FROM; THE MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MRG.T. VIRGO, M.P.. ... 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD MAYOR, MR ROBERT ¥. CLAMPETT, 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE RETAIL TRADERS ASSOCIATION, MR G.A. BLACK. 

The Minister of Local Government and Minister of Transport, 
Mr G.T. Virgo, M.P., today announced that agreement had been 
reached on the conversion of Rundle Street to a pedestrian mall. 

Mr Virgo's statement followed recommendations given to him from a 
Steering Committee that had been investigating the feasibility of 
'the proposal during the last few months. The members of the 
Committee included representatives of the State Government, the 
Adelaide City Council and the Retail Traders Association. The 
Minister said the Committee reported to him that it was satisfied 
the Mall was a viable reality and there was no.necessity for a 
trial, as initially contemplated. 

The Committee was unanimous in.its recommendations that the 
Government and the Council should proceed immediately to . 
design and subsequent implementation. . 

The Lord Mayor, Mr. Robert ¥. Clampett, who was Chairman of the 
Steering Committee, said all. concerned agreed that Rundle Street 
Mall should be the best that could be feasibly produced.. He added 
that the Adelaide City Council was being asked today to approve of 
PiG. Pak Poy and Associates undertaking the further task of 
producing a Mall design and program for implementation. These 
consultants were responsible for advising the Council and the 
Steering Committee on the first phases of the Mall investigation. 

Mr Clampett said that if this move was approved by the Council the 
consultants design report would be presented to the Steering 
Committee before the end of May this year. He paid tribute to the 
work of the Steering Committee, and in particular to the contribution 
of the Retail Traders Association members on whose motion the Mall 
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decision had been taken. Mr Clampett said that, immediate 
:consultation would be undertaken with those affected by the 
decision. 

Mr G.A. Black, President of the Retail Traders Association, said 
that the decision was:a momentous one for the traders of Rundle 
Street. If the additional recommendations made by the 
consultants requiring.the provision of additional short term 
parking adjacent to Rundle Street and upgrading public transport 
were introduced, the traders believed that the Mall would be a 
success. He said a survey undertaken as part of the study had 
shown that more people would visit'the Mall if improved parking 
and more frequent public transport services wore provided. These 
were therefore, an integral1 part of the Mall development and w^e 
a pre-requisite to i^s.success. 

Mr Virgo said he had given his approval for the next steps to be 
taken by. his. officers. These included'discussions with the 
Adelaide City Council on the recommendations relating to 
additional short-term parking and public transport, as well as 
the many other problems associated with the servicing of the 
area proposed to be closed. 

He said he welcomed the decision and hoped that every effort^^ 
would be made by those, concerned to implement the Mall at the 
earliest practicable date. 
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