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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER. MR. DUNSTAN. 28.1.72. 

The dismissal of the workers by G.M.H. is a severe blow to 

South Australia and one which the Federal Government must answer 

for, the Premier of South Australia, Mr. Dunstan, said today. 

Mr, Dunstan said it will mean great hardship to the men who are 

laid off, and to their families, at a time when Australia has its 

highest level of unemployment for many years. 

He said that the dismissals will inevitably have repercussions 

in the supply industries providing materials to G.M.H., and that 

will have a multiplying effect on the whole economy, 

"The disastrous thing is that there is no need for this -

there is nothing in Australia's present economy that makes this 

situation inevitable", he said. 

Mr. Dunstan said that the sole responsibility for the reduction 

in demand for motor cars and home appliances lies with the 

Federal Government's budgetary policy. 

"What has happened is that the Federal Government has decided 

to lessen inflationary pressures by creating unemployment, and months 

ago all the indicators showed that this was an absurd policy to 

follow, not to say an unnecessary and inhuman one", 

"The inflationary pressures Australia has encountered did not 

rise because of excess demand or because of full employment." 

"The men and their families who will be affected by this latest 

action are being sacrificed on the altar of economic wrong-

headedness by Mr. McMahon and his Treasurer." 

"These latest results of their policies make the raising of this 

matter at the Premiers' Conference of vital and fundamental 

importance." 

"But, I ask, now, when will the Federal Government take action 

in response to the many pleas made throughout Australia, including 

those by the South Australian Government?" 

"The time for Federal action was yesterday". 
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