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DROUGHT RELIEF . l ??

During the pact three weeks my colleague the
Minister of Lands and I hsve received representations
from representatives of the liurray Lsnés and Riverland
Local Government Agssociations and Zone 10 of United Farmers
and Graziers of S.A. seeking =sszistance to alleviate the
effects of the édrought in these particular areas. ;

Renresentations have been made seeking -

1. An acreage bounty scheme on the bazis of crop
deficiencies belew 6 bushels rer acre, on a
sliding scale

2. Qualifications for moccial services benefits
be eased

3. Loans for carry-cn purposes (including seed and
super) and for restocking be made available, free
of interest, to those farmers and sharelarmers
who have reasonable prospects of recovery and to
whom credit is not available through normal
comnercial channels -

“ ’ 4. Grants be made to Ccuncils tc provide employment
A , - on roadworks

g ‘ .~ 5. Supplies of seed whest and seed barlevy to be
E P - made available at svecified points in the drought

. _ affected districts. ‘
> - . J " : _.‘ .):‘.: " "“-.ifl‘ 1"‘ . -
The Government, in the short space &f.title available
to it since receiving these representations, has;considered
the matter and has decided upon the following wpolicies in .
relation to these proposals -

1. Acreage bounty

The cuestion of an acreasge bounty is a veéry complex

. one as, quite clearly, it could ncs te confined to the

i ‘ : Murray Lands and lurray Kaliee areas in & geason wherein
S very large arcas of the State ar: suffering from drought
and are, in fact, unlikely to produce 6 bushels pner acre
for cereal grains. In these circumstances the Government
has decided to have this cguestion investigated with the
view of formulating proposals which it can subuit to the
Commonwealth for cocnsideration.

Honourable lembers will recognise the magnitude of this
rroblem when I say that preliminary estimates indicate
that the cost could avproximate 15 million, an
extehditure which this State could not contbemnlate

from its own resources and an apvroaschn to the Commonwealth
must be made as acreage bounties are not included in
current Commonwealth State drought relief arrangements.

2. Social Service benefits

be 0\;‘\A'L*_; o There is clearly nc action which the State can take
7 in this matter at present, Farmers who consider
hes c‘»r»!, 1e.cels ‘Ehems@lves likely to be efigii;-le chould register |,
Thx mut«,llm g for employm.en‘t.m_th the Qoalzlalonﬂ.3'egj_'t}1 Lepartment cf
de - Labour and Natiocnal Service cnd if employment is nct

£ TL“:;CN“V,,,“«-«(.—( available, apply for unem»loyment benefits. It is
; < o . N
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understood that each individual application will
then be considered by the Commonwealth erartmenTs
concerned, in the light of the circumstances disclosed.

Loans for Carry-on Purposes ~

The question of 1nterert to be charged on loans for
carry-on purposes prehentg sore ﬂroblems. At the
present time the Primary Producers Lmergency Assistance
Act prescribes interect at State Bank overdraft rates.
Interest for carry-on charged on c¢ebt reconstruction
cases is 4% and the rate in the 1367 drought when the
Commonwealth provided the whcle cf the finance was 3%.

In considering the policy which it should pursue in this
matter the GOVO“nmCGt cannot ignore the fact that thogze
farmers who are able to obtain credit from normal
comnmercial sources will be obliged to pay interest

rates varying betveen 6iz% and SHp.

In congideration c¢f all of these factors the Government
has decided, that, as 2 matter of policy advances will
be made. for carry-on purposes free of inberest for one
year. If necessezry the mauter caly, be further reviewed
at a later stage and particiilarly T ehd #hén any
Commonwealth funds may be inireduced. Losns will be
repayable over a Term”of ur 10 7 yesrs.

Grants for emplovment

Representations have been made from all Councils within
the most severely affected drocught are seeking grants
to Drov1de emnlOymcnt The Councils w1+n1n the areas
which are most se"9701y affected by drought and which
have experienced adverse sezscnal conditions for the
past several years are :-

D.C. Loxton .0, Brovm's Viell
" Waikerie i Haroonda
" Paringca " Hebilong
" Marne i Farnnum
" Sedan A n Pinnaroc
" East Hurray " Lemeroo
" llorgan ti Franklin Harhour

The Governxent proposes te make sn initial grant of
%$250,000 availsble %o these Councils, in pronovrtions
te be decided to romote emv dloyment oppovtunities within
their areas. The Governmen: does not Lrepose te extend
this szcheme to District Councils outeide of thiose mbst

severely affected not only in this vear but in psst year:

(oo IS

Supnlies of Seed “heat and Barley

In the event that the Australian “hest Board and
Australian Barlev Zoard Ilnd it neceaesary to move

seed wheat =2nd seed barley I other districts into
the severely affectsd .drought areas the Government is
prepared to mrovide a freigsnt subsidy to cover the cost
of the abnormal movements -which mey be involved.
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Freight subsidies on the mevement of stoclk and fodder
25 announced in June last will continue to apnly.
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The Government has asgreed to the foregoing

o & 2 ¢ : imnmediate
acvions and will continue to keen tne situation under close
i
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relatiion to these proposals -

fad s/ thamselves likoly $0 be el

e e et e bt Mt e Nt e LT IT i

\ o | - 19/11 )72

During the past three wesks my oslleague She

- Hinipter of lLuonde end I have seceived roprosontations

fron repregentetives of the Burray Iunds and Hiverland
Local Government Assosfaticns and Zoae 10 of United Pamoars
and Gragiors of S.4. ceeling assistance %0 alleviate the
cffects of the drought in these perticular arcass

Repredentotions have boen wmade secking i~

To 4n aersage boundy schewe on the basis 6f crop
deficiencien below 6 bushelp per atne, on a
8liding scale - | g

2. Qualifications for woclal services banefits

y y

be eased

3¢ Loans for carpy-tn purposon {inoluding seed and
y  super) and for restoeking be made available, fres
: of intorest, to thoge fariers end sharcfarmery.
who have ressonable prospedts of resovory snd to
- vhom eredit is not aveiledblo through norank
commereial chanhiels '

4. - Grants be made to Councile t6 provide cmployment
v on voadworks

5. Supplies of aeell shest snd wesd barley to be
@ade available at specified pofnte in the érought

affocted districta.

_, The @avémﬁanm in the chort space of tine availadie
o it since receiving these reprogentationy, has conpidercd
the matter snd has decided upon the Lo lowing policien in

o p Creans mtmt 3

‘\ ho question of an acresge bounty is a Tery complex

ong a8, guite clearly, it could mot be egnfined %o the
Hurray Lends end Hurrey Helico aress m;mmcﬂ wheraein
very large arcas of the State aro sufforing Yron droaght
and gre, in fect, mnlikely %o profuce 6 buchels per acke
fox coroal grains. Ian theoe circumatoncos the Government
hap decided to have thie guogtion invegtipated with the
View of formulating propossls which 1% can pobmit to the
Goummopwealth for consideratiocn, :

\ Henourable Hembors #ill recogniee the magnitude of this
problem when I pay thet proliminewy eobinatoa indieate
that the coet could approximste 015 million, on
oxpenditure which this fate could not cwmyanplate

- frum ite own resourtes an an epproach to the Connonwealth
aust be mode a8 acreage bounties aro not included in

current Comnonmoalth State drousht relief arvengomentss

W%«f. dhere is elearly no action which the State can tale

8 wWig matier gt presendy)) Yormors who consider
tgible should register

ry, /{ , A 4 Zor employment with the Conmonnealth Lopaztnent of
' Labour eed Haticnal

Service and 17 omployment ig not

@ dpielints & gvailable, apply for wnemployment bamofiis. It is
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undorstoed that each individual application will
then bo considercd by the Commonwealth Departments
concerned, in the light of the circunstonces disclosed.

Eoang for Cagpy-on Purposds

The question of interest to Bé charged on loang £or
carry-on purposes presents some problemgs At the
present $ime the Primary Profucers Puergency Assoistance
Act praaeribes interest at State Bank overdraft rateos.
Intergat for cavry-on chorged on debt reconstruction
cases g 4% and the rate in the 1967 drought when the
Commonwenlth provided the whele of $he finance was 3%.

‘In considering $he policy which it should pursdo in this

oatter the Govormment cennot iznore the fact that those
faxgiors who are able to obtain credit from noymal
comnercial sources will be obliged to pay interest
raton varying bYotween 639 and 8%%; o ‘

In ¢congidevation of all of these factore the Government
hae decided, that, as g matier of policy sdvances will
bemadé for carry-on purposeés free of inftorcst for oné
year. If necessary. the matter eax beo furthor revicwed
at a later etoge end §3r$ﬁaulaﬁlyyifian,'ﬁhen%ﬂgg-bé

:ggﬁﬁﬁgwimﬁ;égp_ox ant

Reprenentations have been nade from all Counecils nithin
the most severegly affectod dvcught areas secliing grants
%o provide employment: Do Conncile within the areas
which are most severely affeeted by drought and which

 have expefianéeﬁ,aﬁvezga»seaseﬂal'eenaitgéna for the

pagt séveral yeer's are i~

D.C. Toxten T.0. Brown's Woll
v -Whikﬁ?iﬁ»‘ : ¥ Kara@nda~-l
'*  Paringe " febilong
" Sedsn " Pinnareo
" Paot Marray @ ¢ Lomeroo
o M§rgah d v ,F?ankila‘ﬂaréour
The Governnent proposes to make en initial gront of
$250,000 available to these Ceuncils, in proporticns

3o be decided to promots employment opportanities within
thelr oresss:  The Covernment does ot propose to extend

this scheme $o Dintrict Cotmeéils ontoide of those mont

- soverely affectod not only 4n this yeor but in past yoars.

Supplics of Seedl ¥heat end Biricy

In'the event that the Austiralian Whest. Board and
Australian Barley Doard find it nccespsry t6 move

seed wheat #nd sced barley from othor districts into
the severely affeeted drought areas the Government is
prepared to provide o froivht .sadbsidy to cover the cost
0% the sbnormal movesents vhich Wey be involved.
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Preight sudbsidice n the movemont of otock and fodder
as sonounced in June Iant will continue to apply.

The Govarament has sgreed to the foregoing ivmediate
actions and will continus %o keep the situation under close:

}reviaw.
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