
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/2078
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Speech opening Modbury Hospital

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/2078

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



IX 
^ SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT OPENING OF FLINDERS MEDICAL 

CENTRE. BEDFORD PARK. 25-2.75 

Your Excellency, Mr. Justice Bright, My Ministerial and Parliamentary 
Colleagues, ladies and gentlemen : 

It's less than three years ago that we stood at about this spot 
formally to initiate work on the Flinders Medical Centre. 

Completion of the first phase of the scheme within that time, despite 
the inevitable building problems and despite even more severe problems 
occasioned by dramatic escalation of costs is a credit to all those 
associated with its planning and construction. 

[t's one of the most important single projects undertaken by the State 
Government in the fields of both health and education this decade. 

It's a public investment of immediate and essential importance to 
people living in the rapidly growing south western districts. 

And, of course, its role as a teaching hospital makes it a project of 
lasting importance to South Australia as a whole. 

In itself it is a measure of the extremely high priority my Government 
has attached to the improvement in both the quality and quantity of 
health and education services in South Australia. This concern has, I 
believe, now had an impact in every part of the State. 

'he figures reveal remarkable progress; in the year to June 30, 1970, 
spending on health and hospital services totalled some $37.1 millions. 

This financial year - up to June 30 next - we expect to spend some 
$135 millions. 

I concede that, unfortunately, we live in an era of inflation; But 
even allowing for 57$ inflation in that period - an estimate that 
errs on the side of caution - we have increased spending so that in 
constant money terms for every $1 spent in 1970 we are spending 
$2.32 this year. 

This enabled us to make a Statewide improvement in health services and 
has also permitted an expansion in the range and scope of the services 
provided. 
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New projects such as the Flinders Medical Centre will ensure continued 
improvements in the level of health care provided and will guarantee 
that we have the trained medical personnel, our population requires. 

The very considerable number of innovations incorporated in this 
Centre's design and in its methods of operation will ensure, too, 
as it nears completion, that it will rate excited attention interstate 
and overseas. 

Fifty-four million dollars is a very large sum, indeed, to commit to one 
proj ect. 

But I think all of us today are agreed that it is a sound, prudent 
and necessary public investment and that with the completion of phase 
one - primarily the teaching facility - one that will rapidly begin 
to pay off in terms of community benefits. 

It is now my very real pleasure to ask Sir Mark formally to open it. 

Thank Y o u . 
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