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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN. 

Land Price Controls. 29?9.73. 

The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today accused real estate interests 
of adopting deliberate scare tactics in an attempt to hoodwink the 
public about land price control legislation? 

"Their motive is obvious? 
"They want to prepare the ground so that the reactionaries in 

the Legislative Council can reject the Bills or waiter them down to 
suit the big speculators. 

"I want it to be quite clearly understood that this proposal was 
specifically put to the people at the March State elections.' They 
voted for it overwhelmingly. The Government will brook no interference 
in carrying out the mandate it has been given0 " 

The Premier said the real estate lobby, particularly the so-called 
Land Use Advisory Committee^ had made a string of false claims and 
distortions in its campaign against the two Bills0 

The most malicious misrepresentation to date had been the claim 
that the value of established homes would be affected? 

"This is rubbish and the authors of that statement must know it 
is rubbish. 

"The aim of the measures is simply to ensure that the price 
of building blocks is kept low enough for the average working family 
to be able to afford a home of their own.' " 

Controls would apply only to houses first occupied after the 
legislation had been proclaimed and would be automatically removed 
after that home had been occupied for longer than a year? 

If a person had to sell before the year was up, the Commissioner 
must relate the price to market values? 

It was obvious therefore that the values of established houses 
would in no way be Repressed and that homes would continue to sell 
on the free market? 

The dontrol was required to prevent land speculators reaping 
profits through the sale of new houses at inflated pMHMWtt prices. 

It had also bean claimed that the Bill establishing the Land 
Commission automatically brought it under the control of the Federal 
Government? 

There would be three members of the Commission, two of them 
- including the fulltime chairman -/appointed by the State 
Government? / 
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The State Government would therefore have majority representation 
and in Mr0 K,C± Taeuber, whose appointment had already been 
announced, it had a chairman of nationally acknowledged expertise 
and integrity'? 

The Commission would be responsible to a Minister of the State 
Government and its activities therefore would comply with 
Government policy and the needs of South Australia,' 

"I wish it could be said with the same confidence that those who 
have made millions of land speculation have been motivated by the 
needs of South Australia", Mr, Dunstan saidi-

The Bills1 opponents also claimed that there were existing 
powers under the Planning and Development Act to do what was 
provided by the new legislations 

"If that is so, why is the opposition from the lobbyists so 
vehement? The Planning and Development Act provides the broad basis 
for development and the machinery for town planning. It does not provide 
the measures needed to control land prices through e creation 
of a land bank, 

"The Bills now before Parliament are essential for this", 
Equally pat ridiculous was the mlaim that the Land Commission 

would have total power, 
"It will be a body corporate with the legal rights and 

disabilities which that means^and its powers of acquisition can only 
be exercised through the Land Acquisition Act. 

"This gives pftroperty owners guaranteed rights and provides for 
values to determined and compensationmawarded through the Lanc| 
Valuation Court, 

Mr, Dunstan added:"Soaring land and house costs are problems 
worrying all Australians at present? 

"If allowed to go unchecked literallythousands of young ^mtmlm 
families will be forced into the situation where they will have to 
pay rent all their lives, unable to save enough for a deposit on a house 

"The very declaration of intent to control land prices had a 
dampening effect on the market here meaning that South Australians 
have a far better chance of being home owners than people in the 
eastern States,1 

"This is the consideration which should guide the Legislative 
Council when it examines these vital measures ~ not .the distorted 
claims of the vested interests0 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



PBESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN 

Land Price Controls^ 29.9.73. 

The Premier,Mr. Dunstan, today accused real estate 
interests of adopting deliberate scare tactics in an attempt 
to hoodwink the public about land price control legislation? 

"The motive is ebvious. 
"They want to prepare the ground so that the reactionaries 

in the^Legislative Council can reject the measures or Bhaapr tOnY^T 
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them mamtt/KKBt the big speculators? 
"I want it to be quite clearly understoodfrcA* ^ 

^his proposal was specifically put to the people at the 
March State elections. Th&y voted fox it overwhelminglyThe 

^Srack. ** v»<>i|nn{i Government • • • • • • out the mandate it has oeen given; 
CbVaVe 

The Bremiex said the real^lobby, particularly the so-called 
Land Use Advisory Committee has made a string of false claims 
and (̂ mSiimmimm̂ mm "fiistortions in its campaign against the 
Governments Bills 

The most malicious misrepresentation to date had been the 
claim that the value of established homes would be affected.1 

"This is rubbish and the h M authors of that statement 
must know it is is rubbish1^ 

"The aim of the Bill is simply to ensure that the price 
of buildings blocks is kept low enough for the average working 
family to be able to afford a home of their taBMi own? 

The controls would appJ^ only to hpuses first occupied 
after the legislation had been proclaimed and would be 
autbmatically removed after that hpme had been occupied 
for longer than a year. 

If, though special circumstances, a person had to sell 
before the year was up*1 the Commissioner must relate the price 
toi market va&ues?* 

It is obvious,1 therefore, that the values of established 
houses will in no way be depressed and homes will continue to 
sell on the free market.4 . 
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It had also been claimed that the measure establishing 
a Land Commission automatically brought iib under the control 
of the Federal Government^ 

In fact there would be three members of the Commission* 
two of whom, including the ftilltime chairman^were nominated 
by the State Government and the third by the Prime Minister. 

T W • oaO 
will therefore have majority represeirfcatfon^" 

jjjfcid in Mr.^.Ci Taeuber, whose appointment has already been ^ ^ 
announced,^has^a chairman of nationally acknowledged expertise 
and integrity.! 

The Commission would mimm%e responsible to a Minister 
of the State Government and \its activities therefore would 
comply comply with Government policy and the needs of South 
Australia? 

"I wish "it could be^itm said with the same confidence 
that the those who have made millions of dollars out of land 
speculation had been motivated by the needs of South Australia. 

The Bills1 opponents also «£aSaTthat there 'Sj'aiready 
powers under the Planning and Development Act to do what 
provided by the new legislation;' 

u S o a© 
If that is tk^HiHf why is the opposition wmmmm from the lobbyists 

vehement? C 
"The truth is that the Planning and Development Act provides 

the broad basis for development and the administrative machinery 
for town planning.' 

D 
But it does not provide the measuresnaw necessary to 

control land prices through the creation of a Land Bank.^ 
The present a r e essential for t his"^ U r S ^ i W , 

Equally ridiculous was the claim that the Land Commission 
would have total power? ** 

It will be a body corporate with the legal rights 
disabilities which that mearjJ. Its powers of acquisition 
only be exercised through * the Land Acquisition Act^ 

This gfci/efproperty owners guaranteed rights and provide^ 
for values to be detrmined and compensation awarded through the 
Land and Valuantion Court.' 
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K Soaring land prices and the constantly rising cost of buying 
a home are problems that are worrying all Australians at present. 

" If allowed to go unchecked literally thoysands of young 
families will be forced into the situation where tm 
they will have to pay rent all their lives, unable to save 
enough for a deposit on their own horned 

The very signalling of intent to control land pricesi«B» 
has already had a dampening effect on the market here meaning 
that South Australians have far better chances of being home 
owners than people in the eastern States. 

W 
ipxe in 
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"These are the considerations which must guide the 
Legislative Council when it considers these vital measures 
not the distorted cla ims of the vested interested 
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