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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

Date 
23 November 1973 

State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 

Embargo 

WINE IMPOST 
The Premier, Mr Dunstan, said today he was dismayed at the 
Commonwealth Government's decision to go ahead with its budget 
proposals on wine and brandy taxation. 
He predicted that the decision would hit hard at the South 
Australian industry. 
Mr Dunstan said the decision had acutely embarrassed him 
personally. 
"At the request of the Prime Minister and on behalf of the 
Labor Party I gave an assurance at the last Federal Election 
that the 50c. a gallon excise duty on wine would be repealed 
and not replaced with another impost. 
"The wine stock valuation changes and abolition of the brandy 
differential are new imposts. 
"I am acutely embarrassed personally and express my bitter 
opposition to the taxes which I regard as dishonouring a 
committment", he said. 
The Premier said he had made a series of representations to 
the Commonwealth since the proposals were announced including 
one last week when the Prime Minister visited him in hospital. 
Mr Dunstan said the decision would have a serious and damaging 
effect on the industry in South Australia, particularly on 
growers in the Upper Murray. 
The State produced some 90% of Australian brandy. 
The Premier predicted that the decision on wine stock revaluation 
would have a severe and perhaps crippling effect on the 
smaller wineries, some of which would find it difficult to 
continue in business. 
The decision could also affect wine quality. 
Mr Dunstan said the figures supporting South Australia's 
argument had been most carefully checked and he was confident 
of their accuracy and of the need to maintain the differential 
and the stock valuation concession. 
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WINE IMPOST. 
The Premier, Mr Dunstan, said today he was dismayed at the 
Commonwealth Government's decision to go ahead with its budget 
proposals on wine and brandy taxation. 
He predicted that the decision would hit hard at the South 
Australian industry. 
Mr Dunstan said the decision had acutely embarrassed him 
personally. 
"At the request of the Prime Minister and on behalf of the 
Labor Party I gave an assurance at the last Federal Election 
that the 50c. a gallon excise duty on wine would be repealed 
and not replaced with another impost. 
"The wine stock valuation changes and abolition of the brandy 
differential are new imposts. 
"I am acutely embarrassed personally and express my bitter 
opposition to the taxes which I regard as dishonouring a 
committment", he said. 
The Premier said he had made a series of representations to 
the Commonwealth since the proposals were announced including 
one last week when the Prime Minister visited him in hospital. 
Mr Dunstan said the decision would have a serious and damaging 
effect on the industry in South Australia, particularly on 
growers in the Upper Murray. 
The State produced some 90% of Australian brandy. 
The Premier predicted that the decision on wine stock revaluation 
would have a severe and perhaps crippling effect on the 
smaller wineries, some of which would find it difficult to 
continue in business. 
The decision could also affect wine quality. 
Mr Dunstan said the figures supporting South Australia's 
argument had been most carefully checked and he was confident 
of their accuracy and of the need to maintain the differential 
and the stock valuation concession. ' 
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