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AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

« m m nS 

44/74 

PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH, PR D.N. EVERINGHAM 
QUARANTINE SURVEY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COAST 

An aerial quarantine survey of the isolated North 
Kimberley coastline of Western Australia began today following 
reports that foreign fishing vessels have been operating in the area. 

The survey is being carried out for the Australian Department 
of Health by the Western Australian Department of Agriculture as 
part of Australia's quarantine precautions against the possible 
introduction of exotic livestock diseases. j 

The Minister for Health, Dr D.N. Everingham, said today that a! 
party of veterinary officers from the Western Australian Department of ' 
Agriculture left Broome today and vould make a survey by light 

j 

aircraft of 400 miles of isolated coastline from north of Broome to 
the Prince Regent River. 

Dr Everingham said there had been many sightings of foreign 
fishing vessels off the Western Australian coast and some reports 
that Indonesian fishermen may have landed on the north west coast. 

The presence of animals, such as goats and pigs, on 
foreign boats, and their subsequent introduction to Australia posed a 
serious animal quarantine threat. 

Dr Everingham said that twice in the last month, the 
Australian Department of Health had flown quarantine officers 
direct to points on the north west coast to investigate reported 
landings by fishermen. 

Checks were made of the fishermen, their vessels and 
belongings to ensure that no human, animal or plant disease risk 
was present. 

Dr Everingham said his Department was conscious of the .! 
dangers presented by the presence of such vessels and possible landings; 
and would continue to take immediate measures to prevent the entry j 
of any exotic disease into the couhtry. ! 
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