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49/74 
PRESS STATEMENT BY THE M P 0 R HEALTH, DR D.N. EVERINGHAM 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT TO RTn LP • HEALTH C . ^ j K A T P E K | t T,A„„ 
The Australian Government is to build a permanent community 

health centre on its own land in the Melbourne suburb of Deer Park 
to overcome an acute shortage of medical services in the area 

The Minister for Health, Dr. D.N. Everingham, said today that 
a lease of the land and premises would be negotiated with the local 
Deer Park Health Centre Committee,.which was expected to run the 
centre when it was built, under the usual arrangements with the 
Victorian Hospitals and Charities Commission. 

( The land is two acres in area and is situated in Station Road, 
immediately south of Kororoit Creek, about three hundred yards from 
the Deer Park shopping centre. 
^ Dr. Everingham said that the staff of the permanent community 
health centre, when it was. completed, would include salaried doctors 
and a wide range of paramedical staff. 

Details of the lease of the land to the Deer Park Health Centre 
Committee, and the plans forthe health centre building, had still 
to be decided but it was intended that construction would commence 
in the near future. 

The main advantage of the site is its potential for future 
development of health, welfare and other community activities 

Dr. Everingham said that in the meantime, a temporary community 
) health centre would be opened at Deer Park on June 22. 

The centre, also being provided by the Australian Government, 
would occupy two houses in Canterbury Street, Deer Park, immediately 
behind the shopping centre. 

This temporary centre, which would also be operated bv the 
Beer Park Health Centre Committee, would have two salaried'doctors 
initially and necessary back-up personnel. 

Dr Everingham said that the health centre proposals for Deer 
Park had received urgent attention under the Federal Government's 
community health.program because of the serious lack of medical 
services in the district. 

He said that about ,0,000 people living i n the Deer Park area 
had no local health services. 
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