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AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
CANBERRA 

c*>Y07 

News Release — Not for Publication 
before 6p.m. Tuesday 18 June 1974. 

AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICS TO STUDY 
HOW WE SPEND OUR INCOMES AND WHA T WE BUY 

The Treasurer, Mr Frank Crean, announced today that, 
following the completion of developmental work he had authorised last year, 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics will begin tomorrow (Wednesday 19 
June) a major sample survey of households in all capital cities, including 
Canberra and Darwin. 

Households selected in the sample will be asked to supply 
details of their incomes and expenditure patterns. This will be the first 
comprehensive official survey of this type conducted in Australia although 
such surveys are common in other countries. 

Mr Crean said such surveys are the most practical way of 
obtaining statistics on family spending patterns and show how these patterns 
differ at various income levels and for different types of families or 
households. 

\ 

The results of the survey will be available to assist decision 
makers in many fields. 

Citing some important uses, Mr Crean said the results will: — 

* Supply more information on the problems of 
poverty and on the living conditions of particular 
groups of households such as pensioners, thereby 
assisting in the determination and administration of 
welfare policies. 

* Provide much sought after information for industrial 
tribunals in wage determination. 

* Facilitate valuable studies of the incidence of taxes 
and benefits on different types of households. 

* Assist in ensuring the reliability of the Consumer 
Price Index, and of any other retail price indexes 
designed to measure the purchasing power of the 
household dollar. 

Scientific sampling techniques have been used to minimise the 
cost of the study commensurate with the information required. 

Nevertheless, the first survey will be a major undertaking with 
a collection period of 12 months during which approximately 10,000 
households will be called on by specially trained interviewers. 
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Each household member 15 years of age and over will be 
asked for details of their income and major or regular spending, and also to 
fill in a personal diary, accurately recording on a day to day basis what they 
buy and how much they spend over a two week period. 

Each separate household will therefore be asked to participate 
for only two weeks. 

Mr Crean said that the Statistician was taking elaborate 
precautions to ensure the strict confidentiality of all information supplied 
about individual persons, families or households. 

In keeping with the provisions of the Census and Statistics 
Act, no such information would be given to any Government department or 
agency, any private organisation, or to any person. 

Statistics produced from the survey would be in the form of 
averages, totals and percentages relating to all households or to groups of 
households. 

The Bureau expects to publish preliminary survey results late 
in 1975, about three months after the completion of the collection period 
for the first survey. 

Mr Crean appealed to households selected in the survey for 
their fullest co-operation in this important project designed to obtain data 
that will be of benefit for all Australians. 

End of Release 
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